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LETTERS.......... 

MISS RIVERSDALE. 



THE JOURNAL COXTINUED. 

ffTrhten by Ml/s Ri'verfdale^ in the Margin, J 

[The^abruptnefs with which my laft pacquet broke off> 
was occafloned by a meilage from Sir George Rut^ 
land> to Ay, a fervant of his was fetting out for 
London in a few hours, .who would fafely convey a 
parcel. I immediately made up as many iheet» as I 
could feparate, without breaking into the fenfe ; and 
had not an inlbnt's time to add a word to them.] 



The 6/A.— UPONrecoUeftton I find, that 
I have, after all, omitted to relate my con** 
verfation with Monfieur de Sainval, which, 
* though (hort, appears to me but too impor- 
tant, as marking a difpofition very unpro* 
mifing for 'my friend's profpeAs, 

Obferving niy wan countenance, he attri- 
buted my fatigue chiefly to the " unceafing 
loadnefs of Madame de Samval*s tongue/* as 
he contcmptuoufly exprefled it. 

I could never think myfelf a fufFerer (1 
faid) from what (hov^d my friend to fuch 
advantage, as I thought her lively wit bad 
done that day. 

""""'• Ml24f)53 
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/.V^:it Uhot v^H .tUqiSi^ wants/' he replied, 
** but difcretion in" the ufe o£ it: could (he 
learn of Mifs Rrverfdale to keep it withiiL 
proper bounds — " 

** I tannot accept of a compliment at 
Madame dcSainYars^xpenfe,"* interrupting 
him: " there is ftnall merit in reflraining 
vii^t is ft) little likely to overflow; I ihould 
have more difficulty in finding my wit, than 
in fuppreffir^ its exuberance.'* 

He had taken up a coUeftion cf Poems 
that was lying by me, and happening to open 
the book at Lord Lyttelton's monody, " I 
feouW have thought you had fitten for this 
piiaure,*'.raid he, reading, 

*« A wit that temperately bright, &c.**' 

^ The poet wrote tliofe lines upon his 
wife,'\ I replied, " and if you will reail them 
ally i^ will (bow you what true conn-ubial fe- 
licity is — " 

" And diakc me doubly wnetcl>ed in the* 
want of it — I did not think you could have 
been fo ccuel." 

^* You wiH deem mc Hill more fo, pear- 

• Lord Iryttckon^s monody. 
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haps, when I % tkat I (houid fejoke* from 
the bottom i>f my beaft, to think the legpret 
you now exprefs fincere.'* 

" Tour joy may be complete thcin — ^forin 
all iiaceiity I am miierabk beyond expref* 

" My joy will only be €0Qiplete» when I 
ihall piwve the happy ioftroment of remof * 
ing your inifery .'* 

'' I fear ycmr inclination wiU M fliort of 
your power in that refpeft.'* 

*^ L>et my power but equsd my indinatioiw 
' and I will pronounce yoti a happy' maft." 

He looked perplexed, and as wslhii^ t^ 
fay fonaething— but Was filcnt-r 

" And my friend thciappieft of womc?ii'* 
I codtinued. 

*' Name not her and happincis in om 
breath to me> Mifs Kiverfdak i it is through 
her that I am precluded fromr every proipe& 
ofit— " . 

" And therefore cm' it oniy through her 
be reftored ? And I rfiink J niay venture to 
aflert, that there is not a ma^ in theVorld, 
yotirfelfexcepted, who wovW lae averfe to be 
Oiade happy by her. '^ 

B 2^ 
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'^^ There is not, perhaps, another man in 
the world fa completely the objed of her 
averfion." ^ ^ 

*• Averfioii, 1 (hould think, could only 
arife from fome material defeft either in per- 
fon or difpofition ; and, as I believe h^r 
lifft fight of you was at the foot of the altar, 
there could fcarc^ly be averfion on either 
part/' 

•* I think that, for the firft time in her 
life, perhaps, Mifs Riverfdale is endeavour- 
ing to argue againft her own convidtion— 
fhe canaot be a ftranger to Madame de Sain- * 
Var$ rooted averfion' to me long before (he 
faw me; her mother has acknowledged it 
with tears many a time/' 

*• 1 am certainly aware, that inttvejled^ 
nrtful people may work upon a child's mind, 
and tnftil prejudices^ that would require a 
long continuance of afTeftionate conduct to 
root out/* 

** I am at a lofs to conjefture what inte- 
refted or artful people could be concerned in 
the event of our unhappy union. ^' 

** 1 know itoxxi herfel^ that the nuns of 
the convent) in which Qie was educated, took 
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pains to reprefent you to her as a monfteiv « 
whofe chief delight would be to make her 
wretched — ** 

" This is a circumftance perfcdiy new t<J 
me, certainly, but now perfectly imtnateriali 
or I fhould lay it was not eafy to affign an 
adequate motive for it; any more than for 
Madame^ de Valence's concealment of it, at 
a time when it might, perhaps, have had fome 
influence upon me-—'* 

*' The motive of the nuns was probably 
Madame de Sainval's fortune^ of which her 
preference of the convent would^ have em- 
fured at lead a conflderabie (bare toi:thera; 
and Madame de Valence might hot cboofe to 
accufe her friends, when it did not occur to 
her that it would anfwer any purpofe ; but 
why (hould it be uaw immaterial ? furely it 
is never too late to repair injuftice 1** 

** When injuftice has gone lengths, that 
have given fair ground for adual hatred, it 
never can be forgiven — " 

" You know not the .generofity of tht 
Marchionefs's mind," I contended with ear- 
neftnefs, " and if you would fuflfer me: — '* 

" Excufe me, Mifs Riverfdale, I do not 
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fUM wijffi to knoiv i//* interrupted hc^ with 
extreme agttiattmi. 

A meflage brought to him juft then put 
an end to the converiation, and he feemed 
gUid of the cxcufc to retire from its a)ati» 
imatice. But it muft not end here— I fliall 
take the earlieft c^t>ort unity of refumtr^ it i 
though I acknoviedge thefe chilling woixIh^ 
/ da not MOW wijk to know ity dv^l upon 
my heart, and deaden its hopes of my Adine*s 
happincfs. 

Madame de Satnval the next morning 
caUed upon my candour, to giVe her credit for 
her forbearance, as well in feveral little in* 
fiances that have of late x)ccurred, as at the 
Ambaffador's ; " but you will ft)on be ob* 
liged to come over to my opinion/' #ie faid, 
** ^d acknowledge it to be all in vain*'* 

** You cannot expeA, that the chaoge 
feould produce an eflfeft fo inunediate : as yet 
Moniieur de Sainval may, perhaps, attribute 
it more to chance than inteittion ; and in the 
•neanwhile, if you were to reap na greater 
advantage from it than that of avoiding 
quarrels, I ftould think you in (ome degree 
repaid for the facrifice.'* 
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** I don't know that — to ftagnat€ in apa* 
thy w Worfe, perhaps ; the Taricty of an oc- 
cafional quarrel helps the Wood to circulate ; 
howcTer I have found fomething to keep me 
alive for the prcfcnt — '* 

" What k that r' 

** Count Canifac's diftrcffes.*' 

** I hope they are not very ferious, fince 
you treat them fo fportingly, for I like Him 
much." 

** They are as ferious as defpairing love 
tran make them." 

*• And are you the confidante of his 
love ?" 

^ Yes, and the bbjeft too.'* 

•* And he ventures to tell you of it ?** 

" To be fure; tow (hould 1 know It 
fjlfer 

** And you of courfe have refented the in- 
fult, in a manner that drives him to defpair.'* 

** Ha! ha! ha! refented the infult!-^ 
you are getting into your Englilh altitiides, 
my Louifa ; we Frenchwomen don't confider 
love as an infult at all — " 

** For Heaven's fake, deareft Adinc, do 
nqt play yourfelf into new trouble» !'* 

** I really have no fuch intention,, suic^ 

» 4 
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joking apart, this worthy gopd man gives 
me real uneafinefs ; for whilft I, in the full 
confidence of fincere efteem, have been 
treating him with all the freedom of an inti- 
mate friend, whofe agreeable converfation was 
a refource to me, and whofe age was a pro- 
•teAion againft fcandal-; here has he involved 
himfelf, imperceptibly, in the moft lamen- 
table and hopelefs paflion — and now, pray, 
what am I to do ?*' 

*^ if you would not laugh at my altitudes 
again, I'll tell you what I think an Englifh 
woman would do — never admit him into her 
Houfe more." (For indeed, Henry, I ftill 
flatter myfelf, that the relaxation you difco- 
ver in Englilh morals is limited to a very 
confined, and ^xoh^\y foreign-ifed circle,) 

" Ah bon dieu V* Madame de Sainval ex- , 
claimed, " on fe feroit montrer au doigt 
ici*^ l?y fuch an unheard of piece of prudery ; 
for lean have nothing to fear from him, you 
know ; and befides, friendftiip entitles him 
to gentler treatment." 

" Harfhnefs in this cafe would perhaps be 
the trueft friendfhip ; you would by that 

• Ah ! good Heavens, I ftiould be pointed at inihw 

country. 
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means compel him to the recovery of hid^ 
pekce of mind." 

** Je rentmce a PhonneMr dtpafferpour Romaiwit 
Si four Pobteniri ilfaut iin inbummm •,'* 

declaiming humoroufly, ^' you mud fuggeil 
fomethlng more praAicable." 

*' Why then you muft have reCourfc to his. 
reafon. — He is at an age ta hear reafon^ I 
Ihould think.' 

** I dare fay he has wornAis reaibn thread** 
bare by, this time; 4he wilLhave nothing to- 
fay> but what (he has faid upon fifty former 
. occaiBons ;. for men are always floundering, 
you know, from one improper ahachment to^ 
another^ and poor reafon- keeps interpofing, 
and getting kick'd afide, till they really come 
to hold her in perfcA contempt : „ and then 
the misfortune is, that he takes it: into his 
head he never really loved till now^ and he is. 
fo difinterefted, and fo devoted -." 

** Is not difinterejtednefs love's .cant 
word ? I have been told> there never was a. 

lover^ who did. not boaft of it, or a woman, 

, . . .» 

beloved, who did not believe in it ; and when . 

•' I forego the honour of paffing fota Roman^u 
If it muft be obtained by inhumanity, 

» 5 
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upon trisd it faU$, I fuppoiV we are ^U re^dy 
to blanie our own irrcfifliblc charms^ which 
could alone overpower fuch virtuous inten- 
tions, and fo, kind heartedly acquit the-cul* 
prit of their making — '* 

'* In truth yda fetm to have been very 
prettily tutor*d, and apply your leflbns aptly ; 
but now to the pomt, ferioufly what can I 
dp?" . '• 

" Serioufly I think, that abfence only can 
h^ efFcftual; for the daily fight of you muft 
iticreafe his attachment, Ind your uncafinefe, 
befide the danger of involving you in frefh 
di^culties, which it is at this mcpient more 
liiaterial thjili ever to avoid/' 

** 4Uons ! j€ vm qu^aux grands maux li 
fimt de grands rem^des, et je vais de cepas — 
* tenvojfer promentr *,* that is to fay, I'll 
advife him to travel.'* 

I was quite fatisfied with this determina- 
tion, and, as you will perceive, ftudiouily^ 
avoided givii^ her reafon to think, that any- 
thing (erious had paffed between the Marquis 
and me ia r$^rd to her s £ts the lead fufpi^ 

• Well, I fee thatgreat evils require powerful reme- 
dies, aad I ga tbis bdaat ta \ iciul bim abpAt hit bu^ 
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cton on bar part» tfaat I \ea$ endeaevouriog to 
ibften him towards ker, would over&t all^ 
more p^tkularly undey its pie&nt unpro* * 
Bii^^ afpe^ir 

After this fottovoed her ob&rvations upoa 
Mr. StatmUe^ ^irhicb, I can't imagbe ^Afp 
(out of tiieir due c^isfiB^) I xekted firft. 



TheSfth. — Wc arc invited to fee a pky 
that is ta be adled at Chantitty, by the Prince 
of C. and his family t bis daughter, the 
Duchefa of Ryie faid to be afi admirable 
z&vek. 1% it not fingular^* that peopte o£ 
their raoip and con(eqtiem:e fhould thus ex-* 
hibit themfelves ? for the aadience, upoa 
thefe occafions, amounti* to a pretty nume* 
Tous public — ^and a general invitation is giveof 
to mhatevcr Enghffh happen to be jA the 
jBn in the viila^ often Without even knoTv^ 
iag their namesii. 

I iij«i' ray ftrcngth. and fpirits fb 'much^ 
improwd within thefe few days, that I have 
s^ueed to wntune upon aax)mpanying Ma* 
dame de Sainval thither.. 
. Gojunt Canifac cannot bo piscvailed upoi* 
to;Ieay» Barisw To any tbiiig ihort of im*-^ 
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poffibility he is it^y to accede ; but this is 
beyond his power. And what harm can 
arife from his flay ? he fays, he a&s nothing 
— hj expefts nothing, but to be treated as 
a friend. It is the only confolatbn fhe caa 
l>eftow, and is perfeftly exempt from danger,^ 
to her, at leaft — his conduft is guarded to a 
degree, that may defy obfervation — and will 
Ihc unneceflarily add to his mifery ? 

AH this diftrefles her, and (he gives way. 
I have not the flighteft apprehenfion of her 
being drawn into any impropriety by it ; but 
I hkve a prefentiment, that fomething un- 
pleaTant will arife, and earneflly wi(h (he 
would be more decided in enforcing the ne- 
^cflity of his abfence. 



The 1 ith.rr^We are returned from Chan* 
liliy. The entertainment was fuperb ; and 
really, for Princes and Princeflcs, the per-^ 
formance was good — but for the particular 
details I muft find fome future opportunity 5 
tny mind is at this moment engrofs'd by 
more interefting matter. 

The Chateauj magnificent as it is> not 
^^rding accommodations fufficient for. all 
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the company, one of the dctaclied houfes, 
which are fcattered about the Park, was ap- 
propriated to our party^ Strolling from it 
ycfterday morning, Madame de^ainval pro- 
pofed to fhow me the Hamlit *. When 
wc came to the little bridge, we could not 
immediately obtain admittance; and when 
the miller's wife at length opened the \yicket^ 
it was with ^ look fo full oi care, that we 
were induced to inquire into the caufe of it. . 

*' A fad accident !" (he faid ; ^^ Lafemme 
Bertrand's little girl had diflocated her hip^ 
and the gentleman was juil examining it»'' 

** Is the Prince's furgeon very ikilfuU'* 
iaid Madame de SainvaL 

" It is an EngliQi gentleman, that the 
Milord has brought," replied the woman. 

" If it will not be troublefon^e to you, la 
bonne Jhnmey vfc will go in," Madame de 
Sainval faid ; *\ I underftand thefe matters a 
little myfelf, and the diflocation of a hip 
bone is a very ferious bufinefs.'* 

The good woman led the way into the 
milUhoufe — * 

J The little girl- was crying upon the grabat^^ 

• See the account of the gardens of Chantilly. 
t Truckle bed, ^ 
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whiUt the iiu^on, with the affiftanoe cf the 
mother, was afcertatnii^ the nature of tike 
accideat. Oo the other fkie, with his back 
10 the door at which we bad catered^ ftooi) 
the Milor.dy I&ining over, the cbild^ hokUi^ 
tier hands, and foothing her with promi&s 
of reward^ if fke would let the geotlemaiir 
aiake her wdL The buftle oC our entrance 
drew hfis attention, and when he rai&d him<-^^ 
felf, and turned, to look at us— Henry ! yonf 
guefs his name befesK I caa write it^-^it was 
MrvStanvtll^ 

He looked confounded — ^and wse afltor 
niftwd. 

" Mr. Stanville }'* exclaimed Mackme dci 
Sainval. 

^* Chance thcew oeic in the way of feeing 
^s^Kcident hempen/' he iaid, ^* and,, fearing; 
it to be ferious, i hare be^ed of tny frseiid^^ 
Mr. Chalmers, to give his c^inion of it." 

^ How, my Lord^ tells you that !" inter* 
rupted the mother, ** as if he had done no- 
ting hi!£t turn round, and de fire the gentle* 
man to look at it ; never was any thing like 
tlie trouble lie has taken'*-*-and (he waspro- 
ceeding in her gratitude to forget her atten- 
tion to the child, when Mr. Staoviile inter- 
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niptiogb^r, faid, ** No naatter fiwr the ftoiy> 
till we have done what is needful for Na- 
nette. Mr. Chalmers doe$ not think the 
fwcUing fMfficiently confidcrable, to prevent 
iU being iajtnedifUely fet— but however/^/// 
ther operation mury piove,'* he added (with 
evident h\»cnane ^tention to the mother'^ 
its^ who had turned very pale at the n^n-^ 
tioQ of Cetting the bone), ^' I imagine yen 
will prefer watting the F^TiUt In the faloon *»> 
ladi^ to remainii^ hei^e ; and if I may be 
allowed to condudt you^ I will return dir 
rcftly toyoui noy little dear," to the child. 

But (be dung to hi$ h^^ redoubling her 
cries, " Oh no ! oh no ! don't leave me.*' - 

^^ M;i^ame de Saiava), perceiving him . to 
look diftrefled, faid, (be knew her way to the: 
faloon^ and infifted upon his xipt kavii^ 
Nannette. 

So we wenfc^^peil>Iexii^ our&lves with 
co^dufe9 bow Mr. Stanville (bould happei^, 
to be there in the morni^ aftec having fiuled 
to. attend the play the evening before, where^^ 
Sir George RutUnd had pofitively es^pe^ed 
bim* : 

* The falooa is one of the appendant cottagesj that 
furrooo^ the green of the Hamletin C}Uu)tUlv Patk. 

1 
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As we were feating ourfelvts upon the fofa; 
Madame de Sainval raifed one of the cuftiions, 
to direft my attention to the pink and filver 
furniture, and a paper dropped from'^undcr 
It. .'' A billet doux! my life for it,'' faid 
(he, fnatching it from me as I picked it up. 
^ We Ihall difcover fome of the Prince's fe- 
crets.-r-*^ Mais no7i^' looking difappointed 
^ (he glanced her eye over it, " c'efi quel-- 
que griffbnage de vers Anglais *.'* 

This awakened mj/ curiofity-7-they were 
evidently love verfes — but fo interlined and 
correded, that it was fcarcely poffible to make 
fenfe of them — and the hand-writing was 
wholly unknown to me. 

Whilft we were employed in the attempt 
to decipher them, Sir George Rutland 
joined us, and upon being informed of the 
accident^ and Mr. Stanville's (hare in rb, went 
Immediately to the mill-houfej and they 
foon returned together, faying, that the ope- 
ration had fucceeded fortunately, and bceiv 
flight, and the mother was now endeavouring 
to conipofe the child to fleep, by which 
means, Mr. Stanville faid, he had been able 

• No, it is onlyfomc fcrawl of Engliftipoctry* 
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todifcngage his hand from the little crea- 
ture's, unperceived by her. 

How lovely is the expreffion of humanity in 
a countenance, Henry ! Never did Mr. Stan- 
ville's appear to fuch advantage, as in giving 
thefe unpremeditated proofs, not only of 
kind-heartedncfs to misfortune, but of mi- 
nute attention to the fparing even of a 
child's feelings. I think if I had never heard 
of him before, 1 muft have admired him at 
that inftant. 

He cad his eyes about the room as he 
fpoke, aslf anxioully looking for fomething. 

** Have you loft any thing?" faid Sif 
George. 

" Nothing of any confequence," hefitating; 
^ I thought 1 might, perhaps, have laid a 
letter out of my hand/' 

^ You are this^ intlant come in, and had 
not any paper in your hand, that I faw.*' 

" No-^but Chalmers and I fat here (omp 
time, waiting till the child ftiould awake — '* 

•* Is this it ?*' faid Madame de Sainval, 
prefenting the paper we had found. 

" No—-*' with extreme hefitation, and 
colouring. , 

" That*? your banS-writing, however/' 
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iaki Sir Gcorgt, "or I am very mucli mi(^ 
taken; give me leave, Madam—" ofl&riog 
to take it. 

But Mr. StanviUe, fetzing upon it with 
<juicknefs, replied in great confu^n, " You 
are miftaken, indeed ; it may, however, be- 
long to Chalmws, who writes very like mc^ 
and I will reltore it to him/' putting it into 
his pocket. 

** Since when has Chalmers written like 
you ?*' (aid Sir George, fmiling ; " 1 have 
fe^n manya prefcription of his, as diffefent 
as need be — '* 

^ " You do not judge of a medical man's 
hand -writing by his prefcriptions," inteiv 
rupted Mr, Stanville. 

<< Npt quite fo certainly, to be fuxtr m I 
do of your fincerity by your countenMce.-** 
Ah, Charles! Chariest*' fliaking his head 
fignifieantly, ** there are occafions, where 
honour Ufeflf compels a man to duplicity ; — 
fome Parifian belle, FU lay my life — ^you 
have not been fo; referred and grave of late 
for nothing— *' 

" For Heaven's fake,' Rutlaiui !*' cried 
Mr. Stanville, with ftill increaled emharrafe- 
ttp^nU " refervc your plca&ntry for fome 
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more pltafant occafion, and do- not let us 
detam tbefe ladies J>y a dlfcuifion fo very 
unimportant.— -It is beyond the time t^tat 
the concert was ap|)oiiited to begin at the 
IJled'AnumW 

" Let us ^o^ then,** faid Madame de 
Sainval; bxit finding Mr. Stanville turn the 
contrary way, as we came out of the door 
(he added, *♦ Do not you walk with Ms ? — '^ 

^' I have promiied to take Chalmers im« 
mediately tttick to Paris,** Mr. Stanville re- 
plied* " He is attending upon Lord ■■ ■ , 
who 16 vi^y iil ; and he could not come with 
me upon any other terms*** 

" How came you m the way of the acci- 
dent ?•* Sir George aflted. 

'* I was loungii^ about the Park, yefter* 
day aiternoon, and faw a woman fitting under 
a tree with a child at her breaift, and another 
lyiog upon the ground by her, cryiiig pite- 
ouily. Upon inquiring whsd was the mat* 
ter, &e fatd that the poor little girl had 
Men, and, (he feared, broke her leg ; and 
not being able to <3trrjr bot^ the ^hildPcn, 
Aft was endeavouring to put the baby to 
fleep, thatihe might kave it under thetree^ 
till (he could take Nannctte to the oiilV 
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where (he would remain, fafe till (he could 
get her hufband to fetch her home. I un- 
dertook to carry Nan net te to the mill ; but 
the child fcrifamed fo much when I attempted 
to raife her, that I thought it better to i(fe 
for afliftance ; and taking the baby with me, 
who had fallen afleep, I left the mother to 
endeavour in the meanwhile to get Nannctte 
into, an eafier pofture ; and depofiting my 
little charge at the mill, got a labourer to 
return with me, who affifted in weaving fome 
branches together, upon which we laid her^ 
and carried her between us without any in- 
creafe of pain. Finding it to be an affair of 
more difficulty than merely a broken bone, I 
, determined to go immediately back to Paris 
for Chalmers, on whofe fkill I have greater 
reliance than on that of the Valet de Cham* 
ire CInrvrgien du Chdteau. I prevailed 
upon la femme Dumont,.by means of a 
trifle, to let the child remain at the mill till 
my return. Unfortunately K^halmers had 
been fent to a friend of the AmbaflTador^s, at 
Verfaillps. I waited for him till midnight, 
which prevented me-from meeting you »t the 
play, and I was after all obliged to take pati-* 
^ncc till this morning; and am aow agaia 
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tinder the mortifying neceffity toforego the ho- 
nour of attending thefe ladies to the concert.'* 

And he took his leave. 

We proceeded to the concert— but I ac- 
knowledge to you, Henry, that I can give 
you no account of it — or of any thing that 
afterward paffed — My fpirit had' fled after 
the humane, the benevolent, the kind- 
hearted Stanville : and fome of the circum- 
ftanoes that had occurred filled my mind fo 
varioufly, that J ftill hardly know how to un- 
ravel or difcufs them. 



The i^tli. — There cannot be a doubt of 
the verfes having been written by Mr. Stan- 
ville ; he is too open in his nature to diflem- 
ble well ; though for whom they may have 
been meant ? — certainly they bore an appear- 
ance, that tended to confirm the conjectures 
^f Madame de Saihval-— but then Sir George 
Rutland's obfervation again cKuflbed the 
idea 

Ah, Stanville ! are you fo prone to admi- 
ration? anc^-has your fufceptibility already 
led you into fo many fcrapes ? — afluredly, 
then, ibme previous attachment—or perhaps 
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an engagement formed* may ccmfixain him to 
avoid Louifa — if, indeedy he has for a mo- 
ment thought her likely to endanger his 
peace. Thofe yerfes may have been ad- 
dreffed io the happier objeA.-r-Sir George 
could not mean, my deareft brother, to ac- 
<;ufe Mn Stanville of being that moft con- 
temptible of ail charaders, a general flirt 1 
a chara^er,' contemptible even in our fax; 
in a man, by Co mueb worfe, as it is n»ore 
cruelly mi&hievQus : ftill lefs could he mean 
to infmuate, that he was unprincipkd in the 
indulgence of his paffions — that he was, in 
ihort, a libertine ! detefted word ! how 
ihould it and Stanville find accefs to my 
thoughts at the iame moment ! I would not 
for an inftant fo wrong him i bis very con- 
dud in this inftance, TiippoGng ft poffible 
that I (hould have made an imprellion, ac- 
quits him of the odious charge j it proves 
the ftridnefs of Iris principles beyond ^^^ 
doubt — but what then couid Sir George 
Rutland hiean? I am perplexed and agi- 
tated more than | can expit:efs. 

Since that mon^t Mr* Stanville has never 
been near us ; he leaves Paris very ihortly. 
9ood Godi Henry ! mil he go without 
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grviag the ilighteft exfdanation of his impe- 
oetrable condu& ? 

I am very ill at eafe, ai>d I dare not touch 
upon the fubgeA with Sir Geo!ge — he could 
have no difficulty to explain, at leaft the im- 
port of his own words — but there is an indc* 
licacy — ^ meanncfs in founding — in pump- 
ing a friend — 1 couW not fubmit to it. 



The 14th. — Sir George is a kind-hearted, 
generous man ! Did he talk of being callous ? 
only in coroparifon of Mr. Stanville, he muft 
have meant. He has 'been to Chantilly, 
piirpofely to fee after little Nannette, and 
probably with a view to o&r pecuniary afllft- 
ance, if he found it wanted ; but he was in* 
formed by the poor peo|^, that Mr Stan- 
ville had^amply fupplied them. 

Of courfc he mentioned ihis without aliu- 
fion to his own bioicwkut intentions; 'but 
it is natural to infi^r, tfa^t he would not hdvt 
aflced the q^Qion, if lie had not meant to 
fupply the deficiency be anight diftover: Sir 
George k m^ an ekga^t nnm of the world, 
but there shears to be af^wMfundof fter- 
liog w^rth k hina* * * 
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The i^th. — I have at length received the 
following letter from Lady Mary Matcobn, 
Her long filence has been matter of furprife 
and anxiety, which I.have dwelt upon both 
to my mother and Lady Bclfont ; although I 
may have omitted the mention of it to you, 
my fear of falling into repetitions will now and 
then occafion me to be Icfs faithful in tran-. 
fcribing the thoughts that arife in my mind, 
than I ufed to be. 

Pray read the letter here. 



/ 

lADY MARY MALCOLM, TO LOUISA. 



j(Traua(cribed and enclofed.) 

" London." 



** You will be almoft equally furprifcd at 
my date, and at my filence, my dear Mifs 
Riverfdale : the one will, however, account 
for the other. 

" I had left Nice, the happy wife of the 
worthieft i^f men, before your letter reached 
it. 1 have fince beea at Vienna, and returned 
through Germany ahd Holland to England; 
but our Aay at anyplace was too uncertain, 
to admit of our drrcfting letters to be fent 
after usi they were therefore ordered to be for- 
warded ftraight to ifiy brother's banker herc^ to 
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await our arrival, which we happily effefted 
laft night ; and your Ifitter was the very firft 
I opened, of the number put into my hand. 

^* You will readily believe, I perufed it 
with trembling anxiety: the dread of dif- 
rovering^ that, after all, I might perhaps have 
impeded the happinefs, which I have ever 
valued fo much beyond my own, could only 
be equalled by the heartfelt fatisfaftion I ex- 
perience in finding, that I have aded in per- 
feft confonance to your wifhes, by giving my 
hand, without awaiting any farther intelli- 
gence from you. 

*' You have afted nobly, my lovely friend, 
in every circumftance of wliich I am enabled 
to judge; and I cannot doubt your having 
done fo throughout. I now ftand indebted 
to you for the pofleffion of a felicity, to which 
1 had never dared to kfpire ; arid you have 
added this inexpreffible obligation to all the 
motives J before had for admiring and lov- 
ing you: judge, then, how deeply I muft 
feel for the fuflferings you have experienced, 
and how truly I enjoy the certainty of your 
perfed: recovery, which was this morning con^ 
firmed to me by Lady Belt^gnt. 

'* You are too well acquainted with the 

VOL. Ill, c 
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Open honelly of my nature, to doubt for a 
moment, that my firft impulfc, after reading 
your generous letter, muft be, to put it into 
the Colonel's bands ; for I (hould fcom to 
owe even my happinefs to the continuance 
of his errour in regard to you. Juftice com- 
pels me to give you his anfwer in his own 
words, however vain they may make me 
appear. ^ 

* I will frankly acknowledge,* he faid^ 
^ that had fo much reafon been given me in 
the firft inftance, to believe that Louifa had 
no (hare in the fteps taken by Lady Riverf- 
dale, it might have prevented my becoming 
the happy man I now am; for in doing all 
juftice to the objeft upon which I had fet 
my heart, I muft ftill feel thank fol, that an 
opportunity was giveti me to difcover, which 
way my true road to felicity lay. The fafci- 
^nations of Louifa had blinded me to the im- 
poflibility that feveiiteen and forty- five could 
affimikte: after making every facrifice I could 
feq^ire, (he muft have felt what (he was giving 
Mpr and however her fenfe and fweetnefs 
might have glofled it over, I muft Jiave felt 
it likewife ; and that idea would have proved 
the bane of e>(ery comfort. In ypu 1 am con- 
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ftantly difcovering new fburces of ualooked- 
fortnjoyment ; our pleafures, our tafte, our 
wiflies the fame ; the evennefs of your tem- 
per, and the charms of your mind, daily and 
hourly rife upon me ; and to fum up all, I 
have the delightful confcioufnefs, that in me 
all your afFe&ions are centred. Unworthy 
indeed ftiould I be of fo many Weffings, if I 
could even for a moment regret the delufion, 
to which I am indebted for the poffeffion of 
them. At the fame time it is* a {atisfa<5i:ioa 
to me, to find that Louifa lias not deviated 
from the honour and re<9:itude, which I had 
admired in her. It is mortifying to be de-f 
ceived in the obje<3: we have thought highly 
of; and I rejoice in it on her own account, 
becaufe I never can ceafe to be warmly in- 
tcrcfted in her welfare, which will be beft fe- 
cured by the good and noble fentiments, tliat 
fill her mind.' 

" And now, my deareft Mifs Riverfdale, if, 
by the faithful report of words, foTionourable 
to the heart that could didate them# I 
awaken a regret in you, at having relinquilhed^ 
a man fo unrivalled in worth, I (hall ffil^ 
have a drawback upon that felicity, of whicli^ 
the cup feems overflowing. No worda can 
* c 2 
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-do juftice to the fenfe I have of my fortunate 
vlot. 

** We ere on our way to Mount Melvile, 
^here my brother inlifts upon our taking up 
-our abode, until we can fix upon a fituation 
^e may like better. Malcolm had fuc- 
-teeded in his views at Vienna; but ray bro- 
ther could not be fatisfied to have us at a 
diftance from him, and has trebled the for- 
tune he had originatJy fettled upon me, to 
indemnify the Colonel for the advantages he 
-may forego. 

^ To all the bleffings 1 have^^already boafted, 
I muft addj^hat my health is now perfeftly 
j«eftabli(hed. You will therefore readily 
iCYcdity and 1 am fure be gratified to know, 
ihat there does not exift: upon the face of 
the earth a happier being than your truly 
affeftionate friend ^ 



MARY MALCOLM/* 



I do not, my dear brother, recolle<5l to have 
experienced a moment in my life of fuch un* 
uaixed delight, as in the reading of this let- 
ter. To think that I have at length been 
ihe fortunate inftrumeirt, that has enfured 
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happinefs to her, who vvas facrificing fo mucb^ 
to me! — to think that Colonel Malcolm- h 
fo fully fenftble of her value, as to acquit me 
of all impropriety, even without being tho- 
roughly informed of all the particulars !-*-to 
fed my felf again raifed in the eyes of thofe J.' 
muft ever efteem — is altogether fuch fatisi- 
faAion, as it is quite inipoffible for, me to^ 
give you an idea of* 

Let me now but oiKe be aijured, .that the- 
mind of Prince Poliniki is at eafe — and then,* 
having nobody to feel for but myfelf, you^t 
(hall fee what a philofopher I am*. 

1 believe I omitted to tell you^ that I had' 
immediately written an anfwer to the Prince ^ 
in which, however, L avoided to mention my 
engagement with Colonel Malcolm being at 
an end, left he might conftrue it into an in^ 
tention to revive his hopes, or, at leaft, for 
fear it ftiould in any degree fhake his refo/- 
hition *. 

• Though Mifs Riverfdale makes no regular con> 
clalion to thefe few pages of her journal, yet as the 
packet appears to have been ma^b up feparatelyj. and^ 
the fubjeQ ends with it; the Editor inferts the follow^ 
i^g letter here, as its moft appropriate place. 
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THE IIONOURABtE CHARLES STANVILLE, 
TO SIR HENRY RIVERSDALE. 

Paris ■ 

-\ 

Riverfd$lc, you have undone me ! Why 
did you not bid me flee the fight of your fifter,. 
like that of a bafilifk ? You fpoke of her in 
terms, that might have applied to many a 
woman I have feen, admh'ed, and thought of 
no more; and -indeed one half of what you 
faid I attributed to fraternal partiality. — 
Could I have forefeen what awaited me, I 
had croffed the Atlantic ere I had encoun- 
tered it. 

Lady Belfont, too! ufually fo lavffli 
in praife of her' friends j fo filent about 
Louifa, — Louifa! — there is a fafcination in 
the very name. I could repeat it for ever^ 

You talked of the bloom of health — of 
captivating fimpltcity of manners. I had 
met with thefe before, and efcaped their in- 
fluence; but what are thefe to the peculiar 
attraftions of your enchanting fifter I 

*♦ I faw, and loved— I heard, and was undone.** 

Nevef before did accents of fucb irre- 
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MibJe fweetncfs Ileal into'my foul. Bloom! 
did you fay ? I could have withftood bloom ; 
but the intcrefting palenefs, that her late ill- 
nefs has flill, occafionally, left lingering on 
her check — the mild luftre beaming from her 
eye — the viciflitude which every fentimcnt 
oi her elegant mind transfufes into her fwect 
countenance — the unaffc<fled grace that plays 
around her, and marks every motion — ^in 
fliort, deduce would be her predominant 
charafteriftic, did not feeling, fenfe, anima- 
tion, and modefty vie for preeminence with 
it, and her unaflun^ing fweetnefs blend the 
whole into fuch a mafs of perfeiftion, as never 
before united in one woman. Louifa, in- 
deed, perfonifies the ideal angel my fancy 
has piftured to me, when, in my proud 
boaftings of an unfubducd heart, I have faid, 
until fuch a form is realifed, 1 bid defiance 
to the power of the fex. 

Alas,' Riverfdale ! could I have imagined 
the-aftual exiftence of fuch a being, the very 
expedation of one day finding it would have 
faved me from the curfed fcrape, in which I 
am now involved ^ or, once involved, the 
dread of meeting with it would have ba- 
niflied me from the fociety of womankind. 
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left magic like this Ihould overpower the 
fenfe of honour and conscience. But here, 
unwarned, unarmed, I have rufhed headlong 
into danger, and am overwhelmed. Till now 
my only knowledge of love has begun and 
ended in mere fenfation -, but Louifa has 
elicited a refined fpark from my heart, of the 
exiftence ofwhichlwasunconfciousj if is the 
eledric fire of love that (he infpires, purified 
from the groffer element : never till now did 
1 know what tender awe — what heart-felt ve* 
neration belong to true love ; fenfation be- 
comes a fecondary objed: ; I fcarcely imagine 
a happi«efs beyond that of feeing and hear- 
ing her for ever. What a new man am I 
become ! and only to make me more deeply 
fenfible of my mifery. 

The very firft inftant I beheld her, ad- 
moniflied me of my danger, and I deter- 
mined never to fee her more ; but an un- 
forefeen meeting at" Lord > — 's, over- 
turned all my refolutions* I have no longer 
the power to think, or to aft; and nothing 
is left me, but to- have recourfe, to you. I 
defift from the objeft of my journey to the 
fouth of France, and have obtained from the 
AmbalTador difpatchcs of confcquencc to 
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carry to England, as an e^cufe for my fpeedy 
return thither, which will be very Qiortly 
after the receipt of this. There I will lay 
open my whole heart and difficulties to yoo, 
and be guided by your decifion : for though 
I fear I know but too well what honour calls 
for, I have no longer the power to obey its 
diftates, unlefs ilrengthened by the rhetoric ' 

of a friend. Oh,' Riverfdale ! that I could ' 

flatter myfelf you would fee my ties in a lefe 
ftrong light than they appear to me, and t 
(bould feel lefs wrelched — lefs diftrafted thaa* 
I do. 

Ever truly and faithfully yours, . 

CHARLES. STANVILXB* 



MISS RIV.ERSDALES JOURNAL CON^- 
TINUED* / - 

March the idth. — Molifieur de* Sainvai. 
returned to Paris yefterday^ ' - 

It^acci<JentaiIy happened,, that be and I 
were left alone for about half an hour after 
dinner. " Would I fing to him ?'* he 
alked. 1 had a flight hoairfenefs, and de- 
clined it. " Would I play: at trictrac?^* 
y 1 had hoped," I faid, '' that, after the 

^5 
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opening of eonverfation we had lafl: had to- 
gether, he would rather have wifhed to pur- 
fue that topicj than have recourfe to any 
thing felfe/* 

He fighed. *^ I have nothing to hope^ 
and miKrh to fear> from confidential conver* 
iation with you, Mifs Riverfiiale/* 

^ I had rather flattered myielf^ Marquis^ 
that niy unbounded friendfhip for Madame 
de Sainval, joined to the efteem I have con- 
ceived for you, might have led you to con- 
fider mc as entitled to friendly confidence/* 

" Can efteem for me exift in the breaft of 
a friend of Madanfie de Sainval's ? Does (he 
not upon every occafion paint me in the 
blackeft colours ?** 

' *' So far from it, that, even at the very 
moment of her relating;, her fufferings and 
misfortunes to me, 1 have occafionally per- 
fteiiYecl hsr to fofte^, >n a manner which has 
convinced me, that a very little coaceffion oa 
ycNir part would have gone a great w^ to^ 
wairds inipiiing her with iientiments very fk* 
irourabte toyou." 

' '' imi3offiUe,. Mi& Riverliale \ flie has 
endeavoured to qiake the beft of herfelf to 
IPQu. ¥irtu«; amialxle^ and ^eitfte like yours^ 
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mfpires all who approkch you with a mfh to 
emulate it. She imagined ypu would think 
leis well of her, if (he avowed the invincible 
oontempt and hatredvfbr her hufband, that ' 
fill her br^ft/\ 

** 1 have v^ att€i>tively ftudiedvmy friend,, 
during the various opportunities my flow re- 
covery has afforded ; and, I think, difguife 
of any kind is the lad thing, of which I fhould 
accufe her : on the contrary, if I have a fault. 
to find' with her, it is that, of making tha 
worft of herfelf upon many occafions/* 

•* If you have a fault to find with her T^ 
repeating my words with furprife, ** Yout 
»e furcly very indulgent, ox very blind to* 
your friends i or perhaps, from % miftaken* 
kindnefs>- only wifti to place Hefrin afiivour* 
able light to me.?' , 

•* I avow myfelf diceply intercfted in fet»- 
ting her in a very different light from>whate 
%t has ever yet aippeared to yo^ j but be^ 
Beve me, my good Sir, if infincerity or con^ 
cealmeAt of any kind were requifite for thate^ 
porpofe, 1 (bould (hrink from the undet*^ 
taking.*"^ 
•• XhedAly good point l^have cve«.difeo*- 
a 6- 
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vered in the Marchionefs, is her exceffive. 
attachment to you, Mifs Riverfdale; that 
has inclined me to think better of her lately, 
than I have done before: yet why (houlcj. I 
cfteem it any merit in her, to obey the uni- 
verfal law of attraftion, which is fo avowedly 
your properly, that all attempt to refift it is 
vain— you take poffcffion of every faculty of 
the foul— " 

** Take care, Marquis," interrupting 
him, and endeavouring to fmile off what I 
did not wifli to underftand in this fpeech^ 
** take care how you acknowledge my power 
over your faculties, left I Qiould bend them, 
to a control that would make you blufli at 
all your former inpftice, and force you into 
happinefs, to which you have too long, been 
blind." 

^ All poffibility of happinefs has loog been 
at aft end for me/' he replied, with a deep 
fighi. ** and theconviftionisimpreffed upon 
me now more ftr^tejy t^aij^ver. Had an 
angel fuch a$ you ijn^jj^ered fome years ago, 
there might have been a chance of bringing 
us both to a different way of thinking, from^ 
that which ha,§ npw taken root too ftrongly 
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to be^ eradicated; but even then to turn my 
eyes or thoiights as you would wifti, I muft 
never have beheld the charms before me/* 

" Monfieur de Sainv^l," I interrupted 
very gravely, " if thefe outrageous compli- 
ments are merely intended to evade the fub- . 
jeft To Dear my heart, I cannot but feel mor- 
tified, to be treated fo like a very filly woman^ 
If I am taking a liberty beyond what you 
think me entitled to, in obtruding my ad- 
vice and opinion unaiked, tell me fo can* 
d'.dly, and I will referve my interference, till 
df longer intercourfe of friendlliip has authen- 
ticated my claims to your confidence}" and 
I drily took up a book, feeling myfelf really 
pffehded with the fentiments he had ventured 
to infinuate, 

" Forgive me, Mifs Riv^rfdale !'* he ex- 
claimed, " I fee you are offended — believe 
me my offence is involuntary ; it is the con- 
(cioufnefs*^of my own weaknefs, and dread of- 
betraying what you would not choofe tohear> 
that induces me to (hun thefe bewitching 
converfations; — Ihave no refource but tofly^ 

your prefence/* 

. ** Ifji indeediOurcooyerfiitiQns areto taK*^ 



^ i.ErrTE'Rsi or 

a tura of this kind, it is highly proper to 
aVvOid tiicm ; and you may depend, Sir, upon 
my utmoft concurrence. '** s 

** That tone and- look annihilate me ?■— 
Do not, for pity's fake, impute to me the 
prefumptuous intention to utter a fy liable 
that could offend you' — indeed I would not 
ftiUy the purity o^ your mind by wilfully^ 
breathing a complaint of the miferies I en- 
dure ; but this dangerous recurrence to fub- 
je(9t9, tiiatcall up my feelings, throws me off 
my guard.*"^ 

"I* fliall certainly be more upon mine in^ 
fotUre;. tlK>ugh ft will grieve my heart to^ 
fcrego an intereft fo very dear to me ;, for if 
I do not Ipeak. toyovrof Madame de Sainval,^ 
who will?-'' 

«* d,. name her not !^* he interrupted,. 
** the very found is poifon to my ears at tlife- 
nioment. Whenever I find myfelf more rar 
tional^ I (hatlbeg to have recourfe to yoa; 
but at pFcfent I have no remedy but flight/*' 
* And fo fa;fi»g, he in great agitation k£t 
me. ■■'■■' ^'^ 

To, day he has not dihed at home; and. 
lOf morrow goes mto kW month of waking at: 
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Verfailles, which he has contrived to ex* 
change ; in the common courfe it would not 
have taken place till June- 
Alas ! my dear brother, how J grieve for 
my friend ! How different the fate fhe me- 
rits f WHbre could another man be found, 
infenfible to charms like hers ! And of all 
that has pafled I dare not tdl her one word, 
left (he (hould inteifere, and preclude me 
from making what (be will call humiliating 
concefBons on her part. _ 



r8M. — Ol Henry ! I fear we have difcc-^ 
vered— too furety difcovcred, the clew of 
Mr. Stanville's condud-*it is only a fur- 
mifc, however, of Sir George Rutland's, — 
it may not be exaftly as he apprehends ; bufe 
ftill, if not — ft is equally deftrudive of my * 
hopes. — Hopes, did I fxyt — Loft— loft 
Louifaf 

Rut I am bewildering myfelf and you; let 
me explain this fatal, fccret. 

Madame de Salnval came into^ my room 
yefterday, whilft I was dreffing.. '* Send 
away Flora, I wi(h to fpeak to yw^'- ibe 
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faid, with an appearance ofcmotion that 
ftruck me. ' - 

The inftant the door was (hut, " I have 
had a vifit from Sir George Rutland/* (he 
added. 

*^ What can he have faid to difturb you 
fo much ?" 

" I could not refift taking the opportunity^ 
^ to queftion him in regard to Mr. Stan- 
ville— '* 

" Heavens, Adine !" — I exclaimed, with 
an emotion at leaft equal to her own. 

" Ral/urez vous ma Lonife^ je ne votis ai 
pQint compromife *J* 

" O, I do not fear it — but for pity's fake 
what have you learnt ?" 

** Can you bear to hear what may not be 
quite confonant to your wifhes ?" 

*^ Any thing, deareft Adine, better than, 
the torture of fufpenfe— '* 

*' Why, then — his friends apprehend,, thit 
he is privately married — " 

Tliis was more than I was prepared for^ 
and I funk back in my chair. 

• Make yourVelf eafy, my Louifa, I have not ia- ^ 
Volve4 your dlgnuy. . 
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Upon recolleftion, I am afbamed to ac- 
knowledge how ftrongly I was afFedted. Yet 
why afhamed? Surely Mr. Stanville is an 
cxcufe for the w^aknefs. 

It was a confiderable time before Madame 
de Sainval and Flora, whom (he had fum* 
moned to her affiftance, could recover mc 
fufficiently to refume the diftrefling fubjeft. 

** I was aware of your having conceived a 
partiality for Mr. Stanville, and therefore 
wifhed as early as pbiSibley to afcertain what 
might be cxpefted from it," Madame de 
Sainval faid, in a tone of the mod affedionate 
concern ; " but I had no idea of the hold he 
has taken upon your heart, or I Ihould have 
been more guarded in imparting my intelli- 
ligence." 

" No matter, tell me all you know, lean 
now bear any thing." 

" All that I know amounts but to conjec- 
ture j his friends have not been able to afcer- 
tain the truth." 

" Cruel Adine, then, to fpeak fo pofi- 
tively!'* 

** I fpoke with no more certainty than 
what I pow repeat ; only your heart, my Idve, 
was fo ready to take the alarm/' 
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•* What did "Sir George^ then, aftually 
fity ?" 

*' Sir George did not fcem wiUing to fay- 
any things till I urged the fingularity of his. 
friend's conduft — " 

•* Adine \ in regard to me ? You {aid 1 
was not implicated — " 

•* Neither arc yon ; truft mc for being as. 
careful of your dcHcacy, as you could be your* 
felf« I onlyobferved tohi^i^ that there ap*^ 
peared to be a' Angularity in Mr. Stanville^ 
and an ignorance of the commoneft &>rms of 
civility ; fuch as all his wit and fonfe could 
firarcely make amends for. This attack, 
threw Sir George off his g^ard; as I intended 
it (hould; and in his zeal ta defend his friend^ 
' he betrayed the very circumftance of v/hich. 
1 had before endeavoured in vain,, to come . 
at the knowledge. He entreated me not to- 
judge by what I now faw of Mr. Stanville,. 
for that he was afting under very vifible con- 
ftraint, arifing, perhaps, from the too. pow- 
erful impreflion of Mifs Riverfdale's^charms :: 
at leaft he^ fufpedled this;, he was not iathe 
feeret, if he were,, he (hould not feel himfelf 
at liberty to fpeak. *• Is^he, then, not inde- 
pendant and free to indulge aa-admiratioafa 
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properly placed ?* I faid. * Ah, my dear Ma- 
dam, that is a queftion I wifli I could folve/ 
be replied ; * but though all his friends fee 
reafon to apprehend his being privately mar- 
ried, he is fo very refervcd upon the fubjeft, 
that not one of' us has ever been able to ob- 
tain l:ght into it.' * Some difgraceful con- 

• ncxion, probably V I obfcrved.^ — * Of that we 
know nothing! not even bis filler ieems to 
be in his confidence/ And this was all that 

. pafled, my Loutfa ; which flill you fee 
amounts to nothing like a certainty/' 

I c^uld not anfwer; indeed I knew not 
what to fays my thoughts were all c<»lfu- 
fion. 

Madame de Sainval faid (he would leave 
me to myfelf for a while/ and thought I had 
better not attempt to go down to dinner: 
(he would order a chicken into my own room> 
and excufe me to her mother, upon pretence 
ofahead^ach. 

It was, indeed, very foon no pretence j a 
very fevcre one came on, and obliged me to. 
go to bed, where the darknefs and quiet al- 

. ways foothe me, although I obtain no reflr. 
Today I am only ^* fick at heart," my 
deareft brother i but it is a cruel diforder ^ 
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lit tie drd I know, when I braved if, of what 
I was talking — but I did not brave it, did I ? 
I only prayed to be faved tpom the tri^l : and 
I yet hope to fliow you, that I (halj not weakly 
yield my peace of mind, without ftruggling, 
at leaft, to the utmoft. 

I imagine the moft effedlual plan wilT be 
to avoid fpeaking or writing upon the dan- 
gerous fubjeft : for even fuppofing him not 
to be adually married, which you fee ap- 
pears uncertain, ftill there is undoubtedly an 
engagement of a nature fo infurmoun table, 
as to force him to ftruggle againft inclina- 
tion ; for that Sir George tufpeds to be in 
my favour. — 1 own to you, Henrry, I feel a 
flight confolation, however, in the idea of 
not having been wholly difregarded — but 
enough of Mr. Staaville. 

Lord and Lady Grantin are daily expeded 
in Paris, on their way to Lobdon. The 
Marquis of Egmore agrees to a reconcilia- 
tion, and receives them into his houfe, and 
will make a handfome fettlement upon them, 
provided his daughter-in-law anfwers to his 
fort's account of her. 1 fincerely hope \\& 
may not fee her with my eyes. 
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i8M. — Sir George Rutland is very affidu* 
ous in his vifits ; more fo than I could wi(h : 
he is a worthy man, whom I highly eftecm, 
but with whom I do not feel myfelf at eafe. 
I dare not enter^with him upon the topic 
that fills my thoughts ; and every other ap- 
pears fo totally devoid of intereft, that I am 
apt to continue filent, till Madame de Sain-^ 
val's looks, call upon me to fpeak ; and then 
— I know not what to lay : it feems as if all 
my idea, had fled With Mr. Stanville ; for I 
believe he is gone. 

He did not call to take leave ; only wrote 
a civil note, to aflc my commands for Lady 
Belfont, excufingliimfelf on account of the 
multiplicity ofbufinefs; being hurried away 
ifooner than he had expected. Hurried away 1 
perhaps to hi^ — but no matter who, or what 
kurried him.— sHe was to leave Paris to day. 
Sir George has called ; but I did not dare 
truft my voice to inquire ; and Madame dc 
Sainval was gone to tnafs. 

The note was merely a civil one, fucb as 
might have been written to any body : hardly 
that indeed ! — for the incivility of not call- 
ing feemed to require fomething more than 
a mere commonplace excufe of bufinefs. He 
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has great command over himfdf, I think — or 
perhaps it requires none, and the fuppo- 
fition in regard to me is entirely a miftake. 
It was the fanie hand-writing with the verfes, 
however, Henry: I knew it again infkntly — • 
but even thofe might have no referehce to 
liie — only his embarraffment certainly looked 
fufpicious — Angular! that he could not juft 
truft himfelf to fay Adieu ! So deficient to 
Madame de Sainval, too ! you k^ow, I 
fhould like tdbe certain, whether or no he is 
aftually fet out ; I (hould then trouble my- 
felf lefs about hitp. 



tgtk. — He is gone-^ec dedly gone!—*, 
but not till this morning ;\ that is twenty- 
four hours lateif than he c^peded, and yet 
he could not find time — or rather he zvould 
not. I cannot help thinking this total inat- 
tention to propriety a drawback upon his 
charafter — ^lefs fenfil^ility,. I fancy, than has 
been attributed to him, — becaufe people of 
real feelings do not wholly diveft themfelvea^ 
of confideration for others. Any body {o 
very — ^very reafonable, may be fufpcfted .of 
owbg'that perfea control over themfelvesto 
3 



MISS RIVERSDALE, 47 

a flight degree ^ infenfibility. I would not 
do Mr. Stanville injuftice ; but in general x 
veiy temperate mind falls fliort of great vir- 
tues; don't you think for Iwill endeavour 
to turn this idea to my own advantage ; if I 
could once bring myfelf to fee him in a lefs 
amiable light, I (hould foon recover my peace; 
for believe me, my dear brother, his outfidc, 
handfome, noble, interefting as it nuy be 
reckoned, is what my thoughts leafl dwell 
upon: it is only when his foul fpeaks in his 
<yes, that they become fo very irrefifliblc. 
You never told me what very remarkable eyes 
he has ; nor yet mentioned that peculiar va- 
riety of exprcffion, which fo eminently diftin* 
guifhes his countenance. Always handfome, 
indeed, but lighting up fo wonderfully ac- 
cording to the fubjeft that infpires him ; and 
then his dark, flraight eyebrow, fo character 
riftic of fcnfe : Lavatcr lays great flrefs upon 
that, you know. Madame de S^inval ob- 
jefts to the height of his forehead^ the darkw 
oefs of his corople^ion^-^now thcfe are the 
very circumflances, that give the lafl finifh cf 
clurader to a manly face, I coijid not have 
conceived, that Madame de Sainval would 
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have thought aii infipid, rofc and lily man, 
liandfome. I ihojuld make you a complete 
convert to Lavater, if I could point out to 
you how accurately his indications of genius 
correfpond with Mr. Stanville's features,—?.*— 
But how is it that I for ^ver recur to this 
fubjeft ! Well — he is now .gone, and that 
puts an end to it. 

I will tranfcribe for you a letter juft. re- 
ceived from Prince Polioiki — not however 
to day ; I do not find myfelf iii a* writing 
humour. 



- 7.0th. — Lord and Lady Grantin are :fr» 
^ived, I faw him for an inftant. She muft 
have fome wtxy ferious converfation with one; 
(he fays, but it will employ an hour or two 
at leaft, and that cannot be for this week- to 
-come, Ihe has (o much to do to equip her- 
ielf upon her firft arrival. 

How tantalifing ! what can flie hav^ to 
talk to me upon! fqrely Mr. Stanville has 
oot written any thing to her! — She feemed ex- 
tremely difappointed in not finding him here. 
He is a gre^t favourite of hers, and a . fi.nc 
ii|uritf d fellow, ihe iay^. She hopes I have 
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not fpoiled him for a flirt ; and then I 
thought Ihe looked arch~but that might be 
fency. 

A flirt ! how I hate the name ! were he 
capable of flirting as it is called, I (hould 
never have bellowed a fecond thought upon 
him ; but (he talks in this ftyle of every body. 
I think I like her ftilliefs now (he is married, 
than I did. before. 

She was juft getting into her carriage as 
we drove up, and all that I have related, and 
much more, paflcd in the hearing of the fer* 
vants, while (he had one foot upon the ftcp 
of her coach, and refted her hand upon the 
arm of a very fmart looking man, whom (he 
has brought with her from Turin; and after 
introducing him to me by the name of Count 
Caravallo, (he got into the coach, and he 
with her, and ordered her coachman to the 
Bois de Boulogne. - > * 

And of Lord Grantin not a word; fliC 
Was in fuch hafte, (he did not give me timi 
to inquire. 

' 22(/,— Sir George Rutland ha^ci a long don- 
verfation yefterday evening with; Madame de 

VOL. 111. D 



5a BiriRij^iWji OF 

$ainvaLi ti& fubjedb, your Louiik. He 
mOKsd to know wb&t^&nr iie Mieved a^ a£- 
fedions to be difengaged, and whether fhc 
wouJdJut^reft herfeif wifch me^ in his favour. 
He.flSatedte her hi$ fortvinc, fituation, Gom- 
x^mmi aU. not onl^ unexceptionable,, but 
briUiant^ beyond . wJiat I am entitled to, 
certainly. His. rdbtronjEL have long been ur- 
gent with him to marry ; he had not before 
met with a woman^ who anfwered to what he 
wiflied to find in a wife. He exprcflfed an 
pinion of me. hi^ly flattering, and which 
entitles bi^J .to my gratitude— but alas,^ my 
dear brother ! tliis is all the return I can 
make; 

Madame.de Sainvai did not give tbe de- 
cisive anfwor for me, which (he might have 
done : indeed^ I apprehend (he is biafled by 
SinGooi^*s.charaAer and fortune, to with- 
hold her concurrence in the explicit fincerity 
with which i wifli to treat him : (he referred 
him: to myfclf, as if the matter admitted of 
a doubt. I fliould have been very thankful, 
had (be fpared me the painful taik of giving 
ar deni^ to a wortjqr man; there i»,. how- 
evefi no hdp fo* it. 
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Obfcrve, Henry, that I quit my pen 
vitlxout having ^aid one word of Mi?. Stan"- 

vaie; 



2^d. — ^Lady Grantin has juft left mc,^ and 
I would give you a month, to goefs what flie 
has taken into her head. 

She bcgah, ^ I hq)e that you acer qfftite 
difengaged this mornings for i onr cotnfe ft> 
ia9c Ibmervcry ferious conni^ifatidn with 
you." 

I told her, ** I was at ber fenrioe;'* not 
without fomei litde tfepidatrbn^ I ac^Adw* 
ledge 

^ Hay« you heard from Prince PbBniki» 
fioce the letter which I fbnyair^tedtfo jlou ?'* 

^^ I received one from Hatpin luft.wedb'^ 

" Well! and the contents?^' ; > 

^* Satisfadory, as fri^adKhtp mA dfabsii 
can make them.'* : . : / 

^* F R lEN D sm p zskd E«irk BMV if coUifi^; 
tiiofe are the received ex^itiffiomr ^ou katis^ 
which always pafs' currcirt^ without! eriemdw. 
cdving any otte* Attd iyvhai pre^f^ pffay, 
^m hi^jriendjkip wnt\ire tX^Cftg^cQim^ 
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'*' I really am at a lofs- to underftand your 
ladylbip." 

** That is of courfe, too. You are no 
changeling, my dear Riverfdale, I perceive: 
^lowevef, I now come determined to baffle 
your referves, andferveyou, in your heart's 
deareft concerns, whether you will or no.'* . 
: ^' You are very obliging ; but indeed, 
Lady: Gracntin, you arc much miftaken if 
you bclievfc my heart to have any concern 
with Prince Poliniki^ that requires the in- 
JterveDtrwi x)f a third perfon." 

-•^:.0, ybu arch hypocrite ! how you might 
impofe tipon a kfs clear-fighted perfon than 
cixiyf3t7and haw rightly (bould I fcrvc you, 
to lock up. all I have io fay in my own bo- 
f<mif and treat you as you do me ! but my 
open, generous nature, impells me to be- 
friend you,^ in fpite of yourfelf j and fince 
you will avow nothing, I muft proceed upon 
What I . ki\ow from other quarters. Prince 
PolinJki, being at liberty from the engage- 
ment he had contrafted — " 
, •* At; liberty!" I interrupted, with un- 
«Sb€ked' furprife^ .^V is the lady then 
dead?"— 
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" For grief at the news of his incoftftaiicy, 
d4> you mean? No, believe me, 

*' Dans notre Jtecle unefemme 
A plus deforct d^efprit ♦j" 

flie has afted a far more rational part ; thouglit 
lie was dilatory in coming to claim her prp^ 
mife, and fo took another hufband in the 
interim, that's all. And now you wifli me^ 
to believe that I am imparting the- firft* in- 
telligence of thfs, do yoir, my dear ?** 

" I fliould think the apparent furiprifS 
with which I liftcn to your ladyfliip might 
convince you/'' ' 

** It convinces me that you are a very 
pretty adtrefs, however; ib wavmg: that 
point, I Ihall proceed with my commiffion,'*^ 

" And is your commiflion, then, from 
Prince Polinfki ?" I exclaimed, with a fehfc 
of difappointment, for which, upon re^ 
flexion, I know not how to account : affii- 
redly I could not expedt that^^^e would have 
been employed for any body elfe. 

I fuppofe 1 looked what I feft ; for (Be re- 

• In thefe days a wom^n has more ftrength of mind, 
Qaoted from an old, and not very delicate, French 
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fdied, iwidi a neiy pto^okbg air^ ^ Upon 
my life, Rivcrfdak, ytm do this- «ell : any 
one who had ;iot been witnefs to what I have 
leen, might be the dupe c( it i l^ut I am not 
quite to ealily blinded; though I (hould 
ferve you right if 1 pretended to be fo, and 
y»thheld my conununications, upon a fub" 

- )e& io !D€ry nninierefting as not to be worth 
deiainmg your aittriiiim upons for the 
Prince'« fake, however, I fliall pocket my 
Itvenge for fome other opportunity, and 
pfoceed with what I have to fay." 

" Your ladylhip really quite mifcjcmceiveJ 
me; I liSve no wiflb to appear indifferent as , 
to what may relate to a man for wbojtn J pro- 
ifefe fincere efteem.'* 

<« O, you have not ! wtlj, then, tranflating 
the word efieem into the vulgar toi^ue, i4 
0^ Love ; allow me to afk whicli^ of your 
i^morouu or your religious creed, has th« 
ftrongeft bold upon your mind ? — You do 
not care to anfwer fo plain a propofitioix, I 
peaxeive" (for I really was thunderftruck at 
the queftion) ; *^ well, then, to conform to 
your Jittje mealy-mouthed habits, do you 

s feel yourfelf the Emma^ io make every fa- 
crifice to your ffemy f * 
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*" And is it pofl^le. Lady Gr^io> tiiat 
Prince PotiraflLi can have ib &r forgotton hmiH 
/el^ as to cammtt&a^you to i^ t)f^ this 
queftion ?" 

** O lord ! O lend 1 yoa arc: fo delpe- 
tatciy fcTupulous, tbcre*s no kacwing liow 
to deal with yon. Why no, be certaiDly did 
not aftually defire me to a& it 4 nar^andeed, 
to con&fs the truth, did he evtr tipenhis 
lips to me upon iht fubjedt at ilU. Yob urt 
very well matched there, he is as %ianFd as 
xefervcd as youxfelf.— -But what of that ;? ia 
good^natmed, kind hearted frietid, like me, 
vfao am aiways ready to do as I Tn^DuId b(5 
doi» by, don't ftay to be to3d in fo many 
srords what is wiflied for; however, to ^ yotir 
wotidrom dditaqr fltieafe, the fad is fiaiply 
this: Ji^ friend, CowntOravaUo^ is very 'in- 
dmate with yaur £rkixi the Prince, and 
through him I laiow that the Priace's ca- 
^enaent is at an ead, and that the only ira- 
pediment to his offering his hand, where his 
heart is fo entirely devofed, ariles from the 
diffibrenoe of rel^ionj but for^that, be, would 
have immediately flown to the feet of his 
chatrter. Now I, who am fully aware of 
your attachment to the Pritice, .and believe 
. l> 4 
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yott to be pofleffed of too much fenfe to be 
bigotted to one form of worihip preferably to 
another, thought that, by. betraying this 
little circumftance to you, I might be the 
means of making two friends happy 5 for the 
flighted fwourable hint from the Count to 
the Priftce, would infallibly bring him upon 
the wings of love-r-" 

•* I muft feel indebted to your ladyftiip's 
kind intentions, but moft earneftly entreat 
they may flop at what ^ has now pafTed. 
Prince Polinfki, you fee, has underftood nic 
better than to venture to fuggeft fucb a pro- 
pofal ; and if Count Caravallo communicates 
at all with him, I beg he may not. be in* 
formed that Lady Grantin could think fo ill 
<Qf me, as to hint at a thing of the kind.'^ 

*^ Tfainji (oiUf If fufpedting you of hav- 
ing ftrong aifeAions, and being exempt from 
fmrrow prejudices, is thinking ill of you, I 
really muft learn a new leffon in language 
arid fentimcnt, before I venture to difcufs 
itich a fubje<Sl with you. again; for, to tell 
you the truth, I was paying you a compli- 
cnent^ according to my poor apprehenfion, 
wliich I (hould have been highly flattered to 
receive myfelf/' - 
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^* I am always ready to take a thing in the 
light it is meant. Lady Grantin; and with- 
out diTcufl&ig what^ron^ affisctians^ attended 
mih exemption from prejAdiceSy might lead 
to, I (hall only fay, that lam not ambitious 
of attaining to fuch preeminence, but, oa 
the contrary, very particularly anxious that 
Prince Polinfki may not b^ led to fufpieft m^< 
of a phiIofo|^ic fupcriority,. fo greatly beyond 
my pretenfions/' 

" Upon my life^ RiverCfele, you take this* 
in fo deferent a light from what I could havci 
fqjpofed, and fport ideas fo very confined,, 
that I begin to think I have miftaken you> 
altogether, and that you ace only ftt to. be- 
come a parfon's wife^.and retire intofome; 
fequeflered parfoftage,, there to affift fpoufyi 
to compofe^his octhodox fabbatk day admo* 
aitions, and watch over the morals of his 
ruftic' cljargd, andvifit thefick, and comfort 
tbcaflBiiflred,. and hear him a child every year, 
and fuckle it. — Ah Gad ! the very thoughts 
of fuch a life makes me fick ; I muft fly to 
Caiavallo to recover my fpirits, for I declare 
>conver&tion with you is enough to give me 
a M of the vapours at aay time; and it 
aftiUally is the very hour at which I appomted 

^ 5 
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htm to attend me on horfebadf: to the Bots 
de Botdogne** 

And aw«f fl»e 4ew, leaving tneaot a little 
iurpri&d at what fiad paiTed, and almoft as 
muck difturbed at the eafy confidentia} foot- 
ing upon which (he affedsto be with Counts 
Caravallo, as ^ith her vtnaccoiintabk pm* 
pofal in regard to the Prinpt, 
- Why he IhQuld have ieft it to Lady:^ 
Grantin, to inform his friend^ Louifa Riverfn 
dale, of the difiSlution of his engagetnenr> I 
do not quite underftand, nor is my mind at 
leifure to invefttgate: one only anxiety oc* 
curs upon the fubj«<St : it is not, I truft,. 
poffible^ that, in revolving the paft, he &ould 
&e any caufe to fear that the <x>mmumcation 
fiu)uld awaken thoiaghts in me of the nature 
to which JLady Grantin alludes. Such a fup^ 
pofitton would, indeed, lower me, and mor- 
tify me in the extreme--^«t I am fure I 
wrong him in admitting the idea for a nKH 
»ent. 



24/^.— Lady Grantin inttx)duced an enter- 
taining charaftcr here laft night. A Ftench* 
woman, her particular friends who vakwff 
herfelf xjpon preferring eveiy tWng that is 
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Engl\{h to cve«y tiling that is Ff eodi ;- <aiKl. 
whom it is ber lad^ip's farourite ftniu£> 
fflcnt to cxpofe. 

The Vicomteflc dc Laiifraac'j r^fi)f> for 
wiihing at this moment to be introduced <to 
Madanae dt Sainvalt was fbe Ifttytng bfeen 
told that tircrt was on Englilbweokaii fUfiiig 
in the boi^ with ber. Sbe has already^ U 
feems, made niore ttmn one attempt to this 
efied; bitf Madame de Sainvat bad (hown 
bcrfelf fo averfe, that none of ber own coterie 
would undertake it. Lady Orantin^ hojnr* 
ever, did not know this, or did not care, and 
hrou^ ber, de bui^en bianc^ to tbe diTor* 
fion of the whole company, and Count Cau 
ravallo in tiicir fuite, 

Tbe Vicomtcfle would be a very aflRwStcd 
Erendiwoman, if (he confined herCelf to Haet 
mtionai and natural abfurdities ; and to thefe 
(be fubjoins all that the moft miftak^n i^f«g^/a«'' 
manic can fiipply her with. Her ufual 
t?ening drcfsj in her own fociety, isaridii^* 
habit; and as flie bad dined in a friendly" 
way witb Lady Grantin, and taken her en 
petit loge to the Italiens^ Lady Grantin had 
malicioufly perfuaded.ber that her cofttcme 
was quite ajJipropdaUe, according to fiiiglilh 
D 6 
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ideas^ to an accidental call upon Madame de 
Sainval, who (he believed would be nearly 
alone: the coterie , however, - happening to 
fup here, ih^ joke fuccecded beyond her"^ 
own hopes. 

The peculiarity of her appearance would 
probably bare raifed a titter and a whiiper iit 
&n Englidi company, that would foon have 
made her fenfible of the impropriety j but 
here, where ^roir vivre curbs every naturid 
expreflion, all external appearance of iurprifi 
was Checked; and it was only by *' un petit 
^t de perfifflage,'^ now and then addrefled 
to herfclf, that (he' was poinded out to ridi^ 
cule. ^ 

Lady Grantin infroduced u& to each 
other. " A fault that will immediately 
ilrike you in Mifs RivcrftJale, Vifcountefe,^' 
laid fee, " is, that fee fpcaks French as well 
as fee does Englife/' *" ! 

. " Ah ! but, at all events,'* theVifcountefs 
replied, "it muft be that fee gives fo great 
preference to her own tongue, that I feall be 
happy to make my-court to her, in;fpeakiDg 

it-' * 

I' was aftofiifiied at her pronunciation : 

it is fo good, that her idiom is really the onjy 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 6l 

thing that betrays hrt not being an Englifh- 
woman. 

I faid, that the preferable language to me 
was alw^s that which was moft agreeable to 
the company 1 happened to be in. 

" Ak, you are very polite ; but it is im- 
poffiUe to compare our infignificant jargon 
with the energy and ricbnefs ofthe EnglHh." 

*^ Perhaps in writing we have the advan»» 
tage; but in converfation there is a playful 
animated grace in the French—" 

" Ah fie !'* (he interrupted, " you do 
notdeferve the honour to be Englilh, if you 
fee any thing good in any other nation." 

" Don't give Madame, de Lanfranc credit 
fwthat fpeech, Mifs Riverfdale/* cried Lady 
Grantin ; ^ Ihe means it as a'fttoke of fatire, 
and fair enough foo." 

"Jefu Maria!" exclaimed Madame dc 
Lanfiranc, " none but you, my lady, wi^ 
fijfped me ever to find fault with your na- 
tion. What I would fay was very dear j and 
lam fo perfuaded myfelf of Englilh fuperi- 
wity, that Inever fufFer my daughter to hear 
another language. My own womsm, her 
govemefs, my jockey, who are the only fer- 
vants that approach her^^ are all EngVifti 5 and 
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Iliave the pleafure to lay, that (he is as peN 
fedtly ignorant of her mother tongue, as if 
ihe had never been in France/' 
• ** C'£^ imtdP' exclaimed Madame de 
Sainval, laughing, who had juft come tO*- 
wards ob, ^ comment vous pr6ie7idez que 
cefoit an Tniritt d Madema^elle votreJiUe^ 
-que de ne pas /avoir Jh langwe / Maisji elk 
€jl defiinSe d poffi^rfa vie en France aidant 
vaudroit Uy 'qu'ellc fat four (k ,ou muclte*.** . 

" Heavea ptf^fcrvt my child from the 
misfortuffe to pals her life in France!'* re- 
plied the Vifcouatefe. " I have tafcea tiaeans 
to affurc the . contrary, by proposing her in 
miUTtage to Mylord Lijlmgboroi^h for his 
fon; and every thing is agreed betweea us." 

** Lord Lillingbprowgh, my dear P' cried 
Lady Grantin ; " why Ws fon is not above 
twelve years old now, and the greatcft black- 
guard at Eton s refiding ia /the north of Ire^ 
land, befides/' 

^^ Ab^ that comes to the lame^ England 
orlrdand, I make no difference/'' 

* Itisiaeoacrivabletliat youibaaldreckoBirame> 
rit in yoar daughter not to underftand her own lan- 
guage; iffhf be to jSafs her life in France, Ihe might 
^s wdl be deaf aiid dumb. 
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" Jf^e do a good deal, though, I can tell 
you,** faid LadyjGrantin, laughing; " but 
you Oiouid have your daughter taught to 
play at cricket, if you intend to match her 
with Lord Sligo/* 

*' Do not believe I have negleded that/* 
leplied Madame de Lanfranc, very gravely ; 

" my jock^ is of the Duke of 's 

fcfaool, and furpafles all his contemporaries in 
aftivity and fk:!!.'* 

** And •he aftually gives leffons to your 
daughter?" laid Lady Grantin. 

" Afluredly; and to my daughter'* mo- 
ther likewife, and learns us to ride in the 
Enj^ilh fafliion, befides." » 

" To rife in your faddle, and leap a five- 
bantd gat^ ffuppofe?" laughing. 
. " Aht that will come certainly; we a« 
not fo far yet. You laugh, Lady Grantin, 
Wcaufe you have been fo long finom your 
own country, you forget its cuftoms^ but 
my friend. Lady Wellington, told meat Spa, 
H is the firft perfection in an EngliQi lady to 
hunt the foxes ; and her father was fo eager 
for her . to* excel in it, that ftic was fet on 
horfeback before (he could walk, and could 
call Qff the dogs before flie fpoke plain.** 
1 
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** And had knocked out three of her teeth, 
by a fall in leaping, and loft the ufe of her 
thumb, by the burfting of her gun, before 
Ihe was fifteen/' added Lady Grantm, laugh- 
ing ! •* (he reached perfeftion very early/' 

** That is the fortune of war/' Madame 
de Lanfranc replied 5 " but fuch accidents 
are rare; and I know very well th%t moft 
Englifh ladies pafs one half of their time 
among horfes and dogs : and the laft lady 
with whom my jockey lived, declared (he 
confidercd them as more conducive to health, 
and more rational aHb, than half the fine 
people in London/' 

" And we are, perhaps, more indebted 
than we fufped to the indulgence of thefe 
ftable and kennel propenfities, « for the great 
improvements of late in the breed of dur 
nobility," faid Lady Grantin. 

/* Lady Grantin always puts malice every 
where," faid the Vifcountefs to me, 

Madame de Sainval inquired whether Ma- 
dame dc Lanfranc played trifette, bofton, o? 
lotoJ — ^ 

. She never played any game but back* 
gammon or all-fours. 
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" What were thofe ? Could I play them ?'' 
Madame de Sailival aiked. 

I really did not know either, 

" Jefu Maria ! what affeftation in an 
Englilh woman!" the Vifcountefs exclaimed. 

" Mlfs Riverfdale is excufable," Lady 
Grantin obferved; ** (he has been out of 
England ever fince (he was fix years old.'* 

This vifibly lowered my confcquence with 
Madame de Lanfranc. 

Lady Grantin then fat down to all-fours . 
with the Vifcountefs, affuring her that it was 
the only game played in the fa(hionabIe 
circles in London, and pinned Count JCara- 
vallo down to her elbow to teach it him. 

Madame de Lanfranc called for a glafs of 
eauJucrSe *, and drank it off. 

" -rfA moa Dfeut que c^efi Anglais \V* 
exclaimed my partner. 

" Mais jc vous demandefi onpeutpotiffcr 
^Anglomanie h ce point de mat honnitete 
laXr faid another* 

• Cold water, in which fome kmps of fugax arc 
diiTolved. 

t Good God ! how Englifhl 

t But is it conceivable that the Anglomania can be 
wrrUd to fuch a height of indecorum ? 
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'^ I bcKcYcd tau faerie not to be a boijffon 
Anglaifey' I faid ; and entreated to be m- 
formed in what its extreme mal-banii^tete 
confifted? 

Was it poffible that I, who was fo well 
bred, did not know that it was contrary to 
all the rules of decency to call for drink be- 
tween meals, without at leaft aiking the per- 
Tniflion of the lady of the houfe, and drink- 
ing it in a corner, with your back to the com* ^ 

pany ? 

How fortunate that I faved the credit of 

ttiy good breeding, by not bapp^iag to be 

*Hirfty, for my pcrfeft ignorance of this pecu*- 

liarity might have \^ im into the very fame 

breach of ileconwn ; but then t fl^<3tild have 

met with coifi^flGionale indulgence, from 

really bong an .Eftglift w^tnan. 

When fupper was arinounccd* it c^fted A 
new fdurce of amufement. Madame de 
Lanfranc would not quit hef game, and de- 
iired that her jockey (whom fl>e always carries 
about with her to wait behind her chair at 
tneals, as others d6 their footman) might 
bring her a beef-fteak into the fallon, 

Martel looked puzzled ; but as it feems 
to be a rule wit]i a Frenchman never to ac- 
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^owle(%e him&lf at a lofs, he walked off 
without 'asking any qoeftiom, and orderea 
the jackqufe of Madame de la Vicomtefle to 
cany her de la betrave *. ^ 

She was indignant at the miilake, and 
more fo to find that there was no fuch thing 
to be had> although Ihe offered her jockey to 
Madame de Sainval, to inftruft 'her cook 
bow to do it : Ait could not liaire conceived 
that, with a^ Engliflbwoman in the hodfe, 
there could have been any doubt of getting a 
heefofteak, or flie (hould not have been guilty 
of fuch an indilcretion as to mention it ; 
howerer^ a Wekhsrabbit would do as well s 
which I with theaffiftanceof Flora, was pro* 
ctffied i and for porter ihe was at no lofsy as 
her jockey always takes a bottle -of it with 
him ibr her wherever (be goes* 

All this, improved upon, arid nude tha 
moft of, by Lady Grantin*s wick^nefs, was 
more laughable than I can reprefent it upon 
paper. • 

Madame de Lanfranc has made a point of 
our going to drink tea, d> VAnglmfCy and fup 
with her on Satiirday; from which Lady 

♦ Beet root* 
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Grantin forefees great diverfion, and- would 
not let Madame de Sainvai excufe hferfelfy as 
flie was much inclined to do. 

Among other inducements for accepting 
the invitation, Lady Grjantin told me irwas 
my only chance for feeing my old friend. Lord 
Grantin, who is attache au char o? the 
Countefs de Senlis, Madame de Lanfranc's 
lifter ; a far prettier woman, and a charming 
mufician. " You may wonder^" (lie added, 
** at my making fuch favourable mention of 
a rival ; but the truth is, that I am exccf- 
fively obliged to her for taking him off my 
Jiands, for he is really grown fo intolerably 
jealous, and obftinately wrong-headed of 
late, that, to be candid with you^ my dear 
Riverfdale, I am by no means the happy 
woman I expeded to be; and have much to 
iay to you upon that fubjeft, when I can find 
an opportunity.'* 

But I am not very anxious to afford this 
opportunity, my dear brother ; for I fee very 
clearly, that the part of Lady Grantin*s confi- 
dante is neither reputable nor defirable: 
I have little chance of doing her good, and 
file might (at leaft in the eye of the world} 
do mc much evih 
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You are probably furprifed at not hearing 
any thiug of Monfieur de Sainval's lifter all 
this while, Madame <le Balfins, from vvhofe 
petile maitrifcy and pretenfions to fcience, 
you would expeft fome amufement j but (he 
lives quite in a different coterie from that 
of the Marchionefs, and except occafiohally 
coming to eat her poulet here, after which 
Ihc condefcends iofaire la^ partie of Ma- 
dame de Valence M piquet, until the heur 
iufpectacUy we fee nothing of her. 



15M. — Did you know, dear Henry, that 
Lady Belfont had any foreign connexions ? — 
Sir George Rutland propofes to Madame de 
Sainval, to (how me Saint-Cyr, wher^ he is 
commiffioned by Mr. Stanville to fee a nun^ 
whom he believes to be his relation — Mr. 
StanviUe*s relation, A mean> and of coilrfe 
Lady Belfont 's : it is odd (he (hould not 
have mentioned her — 

Sir George cannot be admitted beyond 
the parloir of courfe y but would requcft of 
Madame dc Rembes to (how us the interiour 
of the convent. Madame de Sainval has 

never fcen it berfcif, ami urges mc t9-&<^- ^ 



•^ . LETTERS OF 

ftiould like it,^ but hefitate from unwilliflg- 
nefs to throw myfclf unneceffarily ii^o Sir 
George Rutland's way, who difcovcrs ail 
increafing partiality^ that is very diftrefiittg 
to me. Madame de Sainval contends, that 
it is afFeAed in me to de^^ine it-- 

And here (he comes to tell me the car^ 
riage is at the door,, and^ (he will take no dc* 
niat— • 



26//1. — We were highly gratified with the 
fight of Saint-Cyr J but our curiofity is on 
the rack* — Madame de Remines i& not re- 
lated tp Mr. StanviHe, but nearly connefted 
with fomc one in whom he is deeply intc^- 
ttfted, as we guefs — ^though perhaps that 
jnay not be the caie eithei*— 

However, you (hall hear. 

Sir George went in firft, alone, and re* 
fumed, to us in about ten minutes^ with a 
civil meffage from Madame de Remines. 
Wewerecondufted into the parloir, where 
we: found her behind the grille: What a 
nielaachoi]^ fen&tion does the fight of it 
inl^ire I I nevser was in a nunnery befoce; 
Hec appearance^ however; mig^fa ratoDciU ^ 
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one tait > fb^ looked cheerful and contented, 
She.heldan intepeftwig Uulegirl by the hand, 
wha iflfbmtly caught Madame dc Saiuvari^ 
fancy; and upon inquiry, finding it to be 
the daughter of a friend in Dauphinii, (lie 
rcqaeftfed the child to be fpared to her for 
the day, 

Madame de Remmes regretted (lie could 
not oblige her. " We have to thank your 
ftiend, Sir/' to Sir Geoige, " £ot having loft 
the difcretionary power of complying with 
(bch reqqefts : the rigour of every convent ir^ 
and^about P^ris has been increa(ed by his 
efdandre ; and well were it for him that thil 
proved its word confequence— '* 

Sir George coloured — looked embarmflcdt 
^d evidently wiftiing to interrupt bcft 
faid, " My good mother, will you take 
compaffion upon thefe ladies^i who are dying 
with impatient curiofity to f^ the interiour of 
this celebrated community? I have givpp 
tfaetn . hopes of otbtaining this favour fro^ 
your indulgtJQCe/' v 

With the moft: obliging readinefs ihf 
agreed to. the propel; and! (eeming equidty 
UQconftious (^ Sir Georgo'^ eHib^raffn^eo^ 
•ad of theifwjjiifuiv^.lo^^ iwiprife wbieh 
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hadrivetfed Madame de Sain^al's penetrating 
eyes upon her, (he went round to meet us at 
the door which th^ fouriire h2id now opened 
for us. 

That / partook in the furprife, as well as 
in the anxiety, you will not doubt ; I truft, 
however, I did not (how it. 

We entered this magnificent building with 
a fenle of awe and veneration, which we mu- 
tually acknowledged to each other after- 
wards, and accounted for, by our refpedt and 
admiration for Madame de Sevigne, whofe 
frequent and impreflSve mention of this^efta- 
blifliment confers a cla(fical dignity upon it. 

Madame de Remines led the way to Ma- 
dame de Maintenon's.apartment, where her 
bed — ^hcr arm-chair — ^her table — her inkftand 
i— nay, the very pen (he had laft written 
^itb, are left, with religious reverence, in the 
fame fpot and (ituation as during her life* 
time^ Soeur Th^r6fe, and foeur Urfule, had 
*ow joined la mfere de Remines, to aflift 
in doing the honours of the foundation ; and 
Ificir aflfe^ion and reverence for their founder 
flowed in full chorus with fuch copious r^* 
pidity, that it vi^as difficult tofele^ any real 
4&formMioA^(^tive to her from it. She 
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feemed ftill fo perfedly alive in tlieir minds, 
^almoft to obliterate the idea in ours, that 
Ihe had been dead near a century ; and it was 
fcarce poffible to efcape the contagion of their 
enthufiafm. We' vifit^d her tomb: — her 
pidure decorates various parts of the houfe, 
and has an expreflion of .mild, pious loveli- 
ne&, which I was ndt; prepared to expeA in 
it.. : - 

Every part of the inftitution is flill carried • 
on upon her original plan : and it is extra- 
ordinary to fee what attention (he paid to 
confirming, by praftice, tlie maxims of the 
ftrifteft domeftic economy. It could hardly 
have been expe(3:ed, that, where nobility is 
an indifpenfable requilite for gdmiffion, every 
fpecies of boufewiftry (hould be ^tadtically 
incufcated, even to the waftiing and getting 
up their ow.ii linen ; and upon this ground- 
work, the good nuns fuperinduce as ^uch 
of accompli fhments as they are themfelves 
miftreffes of; for mafters are not admitted 
within the walls : they fing, therefore, a,nd 
dance, as in the time of Lewis the^ Four- 
teenth^. which is a curiolity in itfelf. They 
alfo recite and declaim little dramatic moral 
dialogues j but not, I believe, quite in the 

VOL. III., E 
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ftyle that they formerly' afted Elfther and 
Athalie, or Madame de Sevijgn^ would have 
been lefs rapturous in their praife: of this, 
however, I fpeak oiore, from Madame de 
SainvaKs opinion than my own, as my atten- 
tion was juft then called off, by the appear- 
ance of a whifper between her and the Mere. 
de Remines, which forcibly ftruck me to 
relate, to what had paffed in the parloir: 1 
was, however, miftaken, but my thoughts 
were fo ahforbed, as to make me perfeflly 
unmindful of what was going on, till the 
bell for vcfpers roufed me from my reverie 
■ by the fudden flop and commotion it occa- 
fioned; when the girls, inftantly arranging 
thcmfelves by two and two into their clafles, 
which are diftinguiftied by diifferent coloured 
ribands, proceeded to the chapel. Had we any 
obj€<5tion to fee them at their devotions ? — 
it wis, on the contrary, what we wifhed* 

We were (howa into the tribune of the 
good old Lady Abbefs, who, by her appear- 
ance, might almoft have paffed for a contem- 
porary of Madame de Maintenon ; and it 
was not the leaft curious part of our enter- 
tainment, to fee the^ accuracy with which the 
Slhes' performed the evolutions of kneeling, 
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rifing, and turning round to the ftroke of a 
hammer. Would not our good dean have 
faid, ttpprt this occafion, What was to be ex- 
pcfted^iTom a religion thus hammered into 
them ? or is this pun even too bad for him ? 

From the chapel they again proceeded, by 
it wo and two, to the refeftoire ; and upon our 
obferving the extreme quietnefs with which 
they proceeded, " Nos demoijelles rCont la 
liberte de parler qu'auX heures de rScr^a- 
twn*^'' faid foeur Therefe. 

Madame de Rertiines obferved, with 
complacency, upon this peculiarity of their 
inftitution. 

" Oiiida r cried the Marchionefs, ^'va?iiez 
vous de ravir ainji aufexefes droits? vous ne 
fm)ez done pas ma mire, qu^cL leur entrie 
dans le monde, il en refulte ttne indigejtion 
de paroles^ qu'on appelle^ le mal de Saint 
Cyrt." 

• Our young ladies have the liberty of conVerfing 
only at play hours. 

f Truly you have caufe to boaft of thus robbing the 
fcx of its privilege! You are probably not aware, niy 
good mother, of the alarming confeguences that arife 
from it upon their entrance into the world; Young 
bdiet are liable lo a diforder, occafioned by an indi- 
gcftion of words, which ^oes by the nianie pf the Dif-t 
cafei>fSt. Cyr. , 
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" Madame la Marquife Cadiner the 
good mother, anfwered ; ** but the faft is, 
that the habit of filence becomes fo natural 
to them, that I have been told, an ^leve of 
Saint Cyr may always be recognized in tlie 
great world by the temperance of her tongue, 
as well as by the ftriftnefs of her moral con- 
dud, which I have fcarcely ever heard a 
deviation from/' 

" The inftance of Sir George Rutland's 
friend, to which you alluded in the parloir^ 
had then, probably, fome very peculiar cir- 
cumftance$ attending it ?" interrupted Ma- 
dame de Sainval. 

*' It did not occur in owr convent," te- 
plied Madame de Kemines-; " indeed it 
could not — but I was going to mention ano- 
ther very particular attention we pay to our 
young ladies — " 

" Excufe my interrupting you, ma mkre^'' 
jfaid Madame de Sainval j " but I am -^ very 
particularly intei-efted in what relates to Sir 
George Rutland's friend, and have a lingular 
curiofity to know the event to which you fo 
pointedly alluded ; and, as it did not occur 
in your own convent, you are furely at li- 
berty to . . .*' 
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" Excufe me^ my dear lady, if I make 
exception, upon this occafion, to the gene- 
rally received opinion of the indifcreet com- 
municativenefs belonging to a life of feclu* 
fion. Had I any thing favourable to tell, I 
might be Jefs guarded; but a. tale ^f fcandal 
(hall never originate with the Mere de Re- 
raines/' 

Madame dc Sainval looked difconcerted, 
and made fome indiftinft apology for her in- 
difcretion ; and I felt — I really, my dear 
brother, cannot defcribe to you what — cer- 
tainly a little difappointed. 

Madame de Remines refumed the fubjcft 
neareft her heart, and laid, that what they 
paid the ftrideft attention to, and confidered 
as of the greateft efficacy towards fecuring a 
girl's moralg, was the never fuffering them 
to be for ah inftant alone; for that was al- 
ways the time feized upon by the evil fpirit 
to inftil mifchief into their minds > and this 
is fo rigoroilifly adhered to, that if a young 
perfon were but fent into the next room to 
fetch a ftain of thread, another is direded 
to accompany her. 

Upon afterwards mentioning this to Sir, 
George, he recoUefted an* illiberal idea of 

, ^ 3 
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Doiftor Johnfon's to the fame effeft ; but I 
cannot now tell you exaftly wliere, oj what. 

.We ha3 the pleafure to obtain a holiday 
for the^ Aleves (which is a favour never re- 
fufed to victors from curiofity, as they 
rarely occur, for it requires particular intereft 
to obtain admittance), and faw them run at 
liberty in their large fine garden, jump, and 
talk without reftraint, and indeed without 
meafure, I ihould not omit to mention 
their drefs, which is like th^t of charity chil^ 
dren, but either peculiarly unbecomingi or 
young French women arc. plainer than thofc 
of any other nation I have happened to fcej 
for they have not even the youthful grac«, 
thatjs independent of aftiaal beauty, rounds 
nefsof form, and frefhnefs of complexion. 

At our return into the parloir, where the 
grille again, feparated us from our conduc- 
trefles. Sir Georg^ had his watch in his hand, 
and with ah evident look of anxiety (as it 
flruck both Madame de Sainval and myfclf, 
left the former converfation (hould be re^ 
newed) he haftily-(aid, *^ I fear we are pad 
the hour at which J heard the Marchioueis 
appoint Leonard," 
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She thanked him, with an ironical fmile, 
for his attention ; and we took our leave. 

But Madame de Remines's words to Sir 
George, as we went out of the door, when 
(he probably believed us to be oyt of hear- 
ing, arretted our fteps. ** Heaven forgive 
him !" (aid (he, " for impeding uneji belle 
vocation ; I never can," 

I felt myfelf ^tujn pale, and my heart al* 
moft ceafed to beat : Madame de Sainval, 
by an involuntary flart, (howed that the 
fame ic^ea had ftruck her. I hurried into the 
carriage. Sir George led the converfation to 
the' regulations 6f Saint Cyr. 

" I have always V entertained doubts, in 
regard to Madame de Maiotenon's merits>!^ 
faid Madame de Sainval j " but furely this 
one inftitution ought to immortalize them.. 
Such admirable regulations, fuch judicioui 
attention to the moft minute things ! and 
yet, it feems^ even thefe have been known 
to fail," fignificantly. 

" In the great nuo^ber, it is impoffible 

that an exception fliould not occafipnally 

arife; but I really have heard it remarked, by 

fcnfible Frenchmen, that in geaetal you may 

. E 4 ' 
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,know a lady of Saint Cyr by the dignity aiid 
propriety of ier manners ^nd condu<5l." 

Was it to your kind concern for my ap- 
pearance at the Duchefs de L- — --s great 
fupper to night, my good Sir ?" faid Madame 
de Sainvai, " or to the fear of Madame de 
Remine's's indifcretion, that I am indebted 
. for your recolledion of my appointment with 
Leonard ?" 

" I candidly confefs," replied Sir George, 
" that I did not wiQi the good mother to 
recur to a fubjeft that might expofe a friend 
to blame." 

" Mr. Stanvilte is indebted to you for 
taking more care of his reputation^ than he 
feems to have done hiipfelf." 

I gafped, for breath — I would have given 
the world to check my friend's well-meant, 
but furdy indilcreet zeal. I touched her 
foot— ' ' 

/* I do not think that either Madame de 
Remines, or myfelf, faid any thing that 
could particularly af^^'rh to- Mr. Stanville,'' 
Sir Gforge replied. " She is acquainted 
with feveral of my friends y and I do not feel 
entitled to vindicate -one of them at the ex- 
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penfe of another. The circumftance has 
fortunately made its way but little into the 
world, owing to the care and filcnce of thofe 
immediately concerned. Excufe me there- 
fore, Madam," very gravely, " if, upon a 
fubjed of fo delicate a nature, I confider my- 
felf bound to withhold, even from you, in- 
formation which you feem fo particularly in- 
terefted to obtain." 

I fat upon thorns. 

Madame de Sainyal was awar^flie had gone 
toe far, and endeavoured to turn it off' in 
joke. ** You are indulgent, indeed, Sir 
George, if ypu always give to a woman's idle 
curiofity the credit of particular meaning. I 
thank you in the nattie of my fex," faid Ihe 
gayly. 

He fmiled, but gave no anfwer ; and I 
much doubt her having fucceeded in doing 
away the fmpreflion her inquifitivenefs had 
feemed to make. 

Sir George turned his eyes anxioufly upon 
me,- as I let down the glafs for air. The 
motion of a carriage does, you know, fome- 
times make me giddy j and I earneftly hope 
he did not attribute to any other caufe the 
E 5 
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frequent changes of colour, of whicl\ I waa 
fcnfible in myfelf. 

" You are far from ftrong yet, Louifa," 
obfcrved the Marchionefs, wiQiing to account 
to him for them,; " Jhis little excurfibn has 
beep almoft too much for you ; I (hall not 
take you to the Duchefs'$ circle tonight/' 
. It was, perhaps, my own confcioufnefs that 
interpreted the expre^ion of Sir George Rut- 
land's countenance, at that moment, into 
incredulity. 

Certainly, as he fays, he has no right to 
exculpate one friend at the expenfe of ano- 
ther ; but why attempt to make a myftery of 
a thing that ftill muft have made Ibme noife? 
fince Madame de Remines faid it had in- 
creafed the watchfulnefs of all the convents 
in and about Paris. Madame de Sainval isr 
fure, that> by means of this clew, (he jhaU 
come at it among fame of her own connec- 
tions i meanwhile (he feems inclined to exo- 
Befate Mr. Sta.'}\illefrom the fufpicipn, be- 
caufe Sir George's evident partiality to me^ 
and- my no lefe evident jfreference^ of Mr. 
Stanville, muft very naturally^ flie thinks, 
have led hm to kt the blame have attached 
5 ' . ^ 
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to Mr. Stanville, which he had 1:10 hand in 
affixing, if it really Was incurred by hirp. 

And after all, what is it to me, my deareft 
brother ? I am out of the queftion, you know, 
at any rate, that is very cfear. 

But what does Madame dc Sainval mean, 
by faying my evident preference for Mr. 
Stanville? evident only to herfelfl truft^ 
or it would be too mortifying 

Sir George Rutland fays, that Mr. Stan- 
ville came to Paris v^ith the intention of pro- 
ceeding to the fouth of France; but had 
fuddenly altered his. mind, and returned to 
England. We had underftood that he wag 
cntrufted by the AmbalEidor with difpatches 
of importance ; but Sir George did not con* 
firm the idea, that they were the caufe of his 
change of plan. 

There is a ftrange veil of myftery hangs 
around him, and an apparent incorififtertcy — - 
So much tlie better ; I am glad to difcover 
his faults, and dwell upon them. — Did I 
not, however, promife you to avoid the 
fubjeft ? Ah,, how true the fong \ 

*' ^ # pen/ant qt^ilfaut giion Vaullk^ 
On ienfoitvient^* 

■ E 6 . i 
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27M. — ^This IS Madame de Lanfranc's 
evening. We fee Mouflcau* in the after- 
noon, and then proceed to her The d 
lAnglaife. 

I have had an interefting converfation with 
Monfieur de Sainval, which gives more 
ground for hope that I may in time be the 
fortunate means of bringing about a recon- 
ciliation : but it has engrofled. fo much of 
the morning, that I cannot now give you 
the particulars; d demaiuy therefore, for 
ihat ; I have but half an hour left to drefs 
myfelf before dinner ; for I cannot adopt the 
French cuftoni of dining en d^abilli when 
no other guefts are expe&ed, but the men 
who have their daily eouvert ' it has an ap- 
pearance of flovenlinefs, that ftiocks my Erig- 
li(h ideas; bcfide the extreme unpleafant* 
nefs of fitting down to your toilette the in* 
ftant you have done eating. 



Saturday evefiingy or rather Sunday 
morningy — for it is paft one ; but a hint 

* A coantry houfc, juft out of the gates of Parisi 
tliat belonged to the late Duke of Orleans. 
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from the Ambaflador, that he was difpatch* 
ing a meflenger this morning who could con- 
vey my pacquet, joined to the total abfcnce 
of any propenfity to fleep, induces me to 
finilh it now. 

I left you, to drcfs myfclf ; and forely did I 
repent of my having indulged in this fingula- 
rity, when I found only Sir George Rutland 
in the dining-room with Madame de Sainval, 
who was literally e» peignoir ^^ and retired 
to her toilette the inftant (he had taken her 
cofiee, where ftie would not fufFer us to at- 
teadher, on account, (he faid, ofthefmall^ 
Bcfs and clofenefs of the room, ia this un^ 
commonly warm weather for the feafon ; but 
her intention was clearly to afford him an op- 
portunity of entering upon the. topic, which I 
moft wifti to avoid. The Marchioneft is 
Icfs kind to me upon this fubjeft than upon 
any other; Qietioes not enter into my feel- 
ings. The French idea of an e:(labli(hment 
at all events, has more weight with her, 
than I think upon this occafion it ought : it 
is, however, perhaps unreafonable to expeft 
to diveft a Frenchwoman wholly of French 
ideas. 
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In (hbrt, the faft is, that, in fpite of my 
cptreaties aiid remonftranGes,- (he gives him 
every opportunity of difturbing his own 
peace, and diftreffing me. I truft, however, 
this laft will prove definitive ; the particulars 
pf our conversation you ftiall alfo have to 
morrow ; fufEce it for the pref^nt to fay^ 
that he is an honourable, generous, noble- 
minded man, whofe efteem I^lhould be flat- 
tered to fecure ; and though I have been 
very explicit, I hope I have entrtled myfelf 
to be confidered as — not ungenerous^ at leaft» 
in return. 

But I haften to give you an account of our 
evening, left, by deferring, any part of its 
fpirit might evaporate, which would ^ really 
be a lofs. 

Lady Grantin came, attended by Count 
Caravallo, to be of tte party to Mouffeau, 
She faid Lord Grantin had perfuaded Ma-^ 
dame de Lanfranc and her fifter to meet us. 

When we arrived there, we were informed 
they were juft gone into the gardens. 

" We ihall eafily find them," laid Lady 
Granting " provided we can catch a peep 
here and there between the buildings.'* 
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" The buildings! \n X\\t pleafure ground^ 
does your ladyQiip mean ?" 

^* Yes i don't you know that Moufleau fe 
le garde-meubVe des jardins ^ V Anglaife* f'* 

If you faw Moufleau when you were here> 
Henry »^ the juljnefs of tire idea will ftrike 
you. 

We foon overtook the Vifcountcfs in her 
liding habit and half boots, who was fo ex* 
tafiie at every ftep, that (he did notmoye 
on very faft : fhe had feen it frequently be* 
fore, but was now doing the honours of it 
to a young Engliftiman, whom Lord Grantin 
had introduced to her : of his Lordftip and 
the Countefs de Senlis there was no ap][)car- 
ance 5 nor. was any inquiry made after them. 

" Ah I that divine windmill V\ exclaimed 
the Vifcountefe, jufl: as we came in view of 
it. 

" I (hould have thought it might have 
been fpared in the garden^' faid Sir Geoige, 
who had juft run ijip the little eminence which 

• In allufion to the Garde-mMe de la Courtmm, 
which u a ftorAoufe for the fummer furniture in win- 
Uf, and the winter furniture in fununer, belonging U> 
the diiereiK royal p»la€C9. 
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commands Mont MartrCy " filfce the chief 
objed in view here is covered with theip." 
* " And the advantage of gaining a little 
room would have been confiderable,*' I ob- 
ferved. 

" But the Duke told me himfelf it would 
not be ^jardin ^ CAnglai/e without one," 
faid the Vifcountefs. 

" Affuredly,'* cried Lady Grantinj '• a 
miU is as neceffary an objcft in a nobleman's 
pleafure-ground, as a piggery. I fuppofe 
you know, Vifcountefs, that pigs are helct 
in fuch refpedt with us, as to have maufo- 
leums ere£ted to their memory ?" 

Madame de Lanfranc was charmed with 
the novelty of this idea. She is juft laying 
out zjardm ^ VAnglaife at Neuilly, which, 
with Lady Grantin's affiftance, is- likely to 
become an exquifite fpecimen of Englifh 
tafte. 

•* What diftance is ufually allowed be- 
tween your buildings?*' inquired Madame 
de Lanfranc. 

** The fize of your ground muft determine 
that," Lady Grantin anfwered with quick- 
nefsi left any one elfe Ihould have had the 
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.charity to point out to her the folly of crowd- 
ing into fix acres, as it is here, what might, 
with fome propriety, have been extended 
over fix hundred. 

" Is th\s fcrpentine river well imitated ?'* 
faid the Vifcountefs, as we came to an Al» 
pine bridge over a rill, confined between low 
brick walls, about fix feet acrofs at the 
wideft, but in many parts not above two ; 
" does it refemble that in your Hyde 
Park ?" 

" Comme deux gouttes d*Eau^' replied 
Lady Grantin *. 

A general laugh enfued. 
- Madame de Sainval, whofe bile had been 
a little ftirred (as the French fay.) by the 
contemptuous ridicule with wliich this ad- 
mired little fpot was treated, could not refift 
the opportunity of giving her lady (hip 3, coup 
de palte. - 

" While Lady Grantin's candour,'* (lie 
obferved, " leads her to compenfate for repro- 
bating our tafte, by condefcending to borrow 

• *' As two drops of water." An anfwcr adually 
given by a French wit, upon being alked whether he 
thought it like a ri<ver^ 
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our ban mots^ we muft be conteirted to 
confider the account as balanced by the 
implied compliment.'* ' . 

" As my candpur is not tBrown away, I 
perceive, upon Madame de Sainval/' re- 
torted Lady Gra^ntin, " I will carry it ftill 
farther, and forgive her farcafm, in favour of 
its wit*" 

" And in return, I will fupply you witB 
another bon moty for fomc future opportu- 
nity. A friend of mi;ie, being afked whe- 
* ther he fhould not like to have jtift fuch ji 
place as Mouffeau ? anfwercd, * Extremely, 
— for a plateau/! 

^ *< Thank you, Marchionefs, I will trea- 
' fufe it up.— •• 

** As a proof, I hope,** continued Ma* 
dame de Sainval, " that thofe who have 
tajle among us, can perceive the exaggera- 
tion of Mouffeau as- well as you." 

" Trufc; but you perhaps confider the 
ridicule as bearing upon Engliji tajlty whilft 
we are cenfuring the mifapplication of it — as 
for inftance," exclaimed Lady Grantin, 
jumping over the river, to illullrate her ob- 
. fervation, by proving the perfect inutility of 
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the bridges, of various defcriptions, that are 
laid acrofs it. ' 

The' lake, the illand, the rock, the ruin, 
the pagoda, &c, ad iitfinitum^ all, in their 
turn, afforded food ' for pleafantry, till we 
reached thcjardin d^Hiver ; which is really 
a happy thought, well executed, and is ex- 
ceeded only, it is faid, in fize and tafte, by 
that of the Emprefs of Ruffia. 

Lady Grantin had taken my arm, and 
led me on before the reft, to communicate 
fome joke againft Madame de Lanfranc, 
when Qie was ftopped ftiort, by the fight of 
Lord Grantin in one of the rcceffes, upon his 
knee before Madame de Senlis, kiffing her 
band, with fome very rapturous exclama- 
tion. ^ 

1 was cotifounded. 

Lord Grantin ftarted up, looking ex- 
tremely filly. 

The Cquhtefs faid playfully, and without 
fccming at all difconcerted, " Eh bien Mi* 
lor ! voyez done h quoi vos mauxmifes plai^ 
fanteries nous expofefit * /'* 

And Lady Grantin burft into a violent fit 
of laughter. 

• Sec to what your foolilh jokes cxpofe sut. 
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" Upon my word," (he at length ex- 
claimed, " I am quite obliged to you, Ma- 
dame la Comtefle, for reftoring to my lord 
that fpirit of gallantry, which I ufed to ad- 
mire in him, and began to fear was wholly 
extina." 

Lord Grantin made an attempt to laugh, 
but finding it come rathet* awkwardly, he 
converted it into joy at meeting me. 

The Countefs, not quite fatisfied with the 
appearance of things, began, *' This betrays 
a fort of fecret to you — my filler has thoughts 
of afting a play — and we were confidering 
our different parts—-** 

, " Thofe you had hit upon were certainly 
very natural," interrypted Lady Grantin, 
ftill laughing; "but make yourfelf eafy, 
Countefs, there is nothing betrayed^ I affure 
you." 

The Countefs now looked a little filly alfo: 
Lady Grantin, afFefting not to perceive it, 
called to Count Caravallo, to come and ad- 
nlire with what obliging attention to the 
accommodation of his friends, the Duke had 
fitted up thefe pretty little boudoir reccfles, 
which (b happily blend les intirits du coeur 
with general amufement. 



MISS RIVERSDALE. ^3 

By this time the reft of the party had joined 
us, and we returned to the barrihre^ where 
we had left our carriages. 

When we~tame to Madame de Lanfranc's, 
her friends were aflembled, and tea was 
ready ; and fuch a tea table ! 

It was lai^^ enough to admit of twenty 
people, placed in the middle pf the room> 
covered with a tablecloth, and fpread over 
with tea equipages (all confiding, by the 
by, of coffee cups\ urns, and a profufion 
oi gdteatix of- every fort and Cze, brioches^ 
echaudez — hot buttered rolls, fruit, fweet* 
meats, &c. &c *. 

We all fat down, and ate and drank as if 
we had been famifl^d ; no perfon in parti- 
cular ^taking, charge of the tea pots, but 
every one pouring out for themfelves, and 
replenifliing the pot as it might happen; 
half filling their c«ps^ with fugar and boiled 
cream, and adding fome of this difcoloured 

• This defcription of the tea-table will not appear 
fo extraordinary^ now that fome faihionable ladie$ have 
rcadopted, from the French, what they btUtnnd to have 
mitatei from us ; and that invitations for a The, ex- 
adly apon this plan, have a^aally been fent out in 
the higher circles. 
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water, which was dignified with the name of 
tea, and made un compose delicievXy they 
faid. 

This bdfre went on for above an hour, 
and then we adjourned to ii?ie lecture. It 
was a tranilation of Macbeth,' done under 
Madame de Lanfranc's own eye.; and (he 
propofes to have it performed at the thedtre 
Francois. It is not poffible to give you an 
idea of any thingi more abfurdly literal. 

The aftonifliment of the French part of 
the audience, at the incantations, ^c. could 
only be exceeded by the diverfion of the 
Englifli, at the perfeft mifconpeption of 
every paffage that we more particularly ad- 
mire. For inftance. 

And pity, like a naked new born babe; 
Striding the hiafty or Heaven's cherubitn hdrfed 
Upon \\itjigbtlefi couriers of the air— — 
Et la pitii Jhnblable a un enfant nouveau ne 
Enjambant le zephir, ou bien le celefte xheruiin 
Monte fur lei aveugles couriers de Pai r 

and a multiplicity of the fame kind, that I do 
not at this moment recoUeft. 

Upon being alked by one of them, " Au 
nom de dieu^'' what all that galimathias 
meant ? I ventured to obfervc upon the ex- 
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tr^me difficulty of tranflating an author, 
whofe meaniDg was frequently fo obfcure as 
, t(vhave puzzled our moft able critics, 

*^ Mais vous m'avoner'ez que c'ejl tin 
^rand defatit pmfqu^on iecrit poitr etre lu ct 
comprises* 

The tranflator, whom I had believed to 
be out of the room when I hazarded my ob- 
fervation, .now took it up warmly. " Mais . 
mon dieii pardomiez moi riot rCtJlJifacile\y* 
the Eijglifti only do not underftand Shak- 
fpeare, for want of a fufficient knowledge of 
the French language, in which he abounds. 

** Nothing is more obvious," exclaimed 
Lady Grantin. " A Frenchman alone can 
be competent to do juftice to our Englifli 
poet." 

The tranflator made a niodeft bow, and 
fold he (hould have feared to appear pre- 
fumptuous in faying fo. 

" My dear Sir, your modefty can only be 
equalled by your talents," (lie replied. 

He was ** infinitely flattered" — and pro- 
ceeded to the concluding ad:. 

* Butyba will allow that this is a great faulty fined 
people wci^te to be read and under^obd. 
t ^ beg your pardoh, nothing is really more cafy.' 
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The fupprefled furprife of the French, and 
th^ fcarcely fupprefled laughter of the Eng- 
lifli part of the company, formed a very 
charafteriftic contraft. 

They tailed of every thing, faid it was 
" excellent," and gave away their plates. 

But when bottled porter and ale came to 
be ferved round, inftead of Burgundy and 
Champaigne, and that the Vicomtefle de- 
clared the minced pies muft not be tailed 
till fhe had mixed burnt bratidj/ with them, 
iht'ir faiwir-vivre was quite overpowered, and 
they could not refrain from making faces 
and exclamations in abundance. 

" Diable ! c^eji une plaifanterie ! jamais 
0V i^a pris un maudite drogue comme celle 
lay par plaijir*.'^ 

, " Et des petits pdtes h Veau de vie r faid 
another s/* Allons done VicomteJ/hy c^eji fe 
vioquer dit monde -f /" 

" C'eji bon pour un corps de garde; mats 
jamais on tCa imagine de fei^ir un mels 

M 

• TTic dcvi! ! It's a joke! never could any bod)! 
ukc fuch a curfed drug as this for pleafurc. 

t And IjrAndy piesl in truth, Vifcountcfs, yoOi 
are making fools itf us. 
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pareil en bonne compagnie * /'* exclakne^ 
a third. 

The Vifcotntefle appealed to Lady Gran- 
tin, who afferted, that the drogue and the 
petits pdtes were ferved at the firft tables in 
England, 

Madime de SainvaPs partiality, led her to 
hope our tafte might be refcued from the im- 
putation. ' *^ Elte leiir en dotine joliment ^ 
gardeVy voire miladil 'pas vrai vion 
toeur * ?^\ faid (he to me. 

I was obliged to pfead guilty to the porter 
tod the minced pies; and aiy friend feemed at 
a lofs to reconcile this goiit barbarcy with heir 
good opinion of fhe EngllTh, 

They went on tailing and wondering^ till 
ibtne of tliem, from the unufiial mixture of 
liquors, became verj^ fick ; others very noify ^ 
and when cards were called for after fupper, 
very few were able to perform their patts, 
particttlarly as tlie Vifi;:omteffe infilled that 
nothing but whijl Ihould be played, lince 

• It may b^ vtry well at a Toldlei^i mefs, but wa^ 
ticvcr introcfiiced' itit6 good company/ I fancy. 

t Lidy Grantin can make tlie'm believe any things 
>nnot fhc, my dear ? 

F 2 



the party were ^equally ignorant gf hajckgam^ 
mon, cribbj^e, and all -fours. 
^, Cf{i\^ yQu^baKCfCuppofed it poffibje toad- 
befe foJitMally to Englifh matexials, aoddet 
yiate^ii), widely froiB EogUfh jxianners ? 

And now my candles are juft out, aiid agf 
pye3 half clofed, .and as nay letter muft go 
before they may be open again, I fold-^ibJ 
--rdireft it. and then (hall g^tope *my wy 
upon t^toc into Flom's rponv that (hcflfi^ 
find it upon her tabic, aiod *di^atch it I)?? 
iirft tbii^ jDhe does in the pnoming—- 

And fojgQod night, and ^farewell -my dfiju^ 
eft frknd. 



THE UONO-URABLE CHA.ELES JSTANVUI,:?, 
TO SIR HENRY RIVERS0ALE *. 

It is impoifiible to defcril^e the ^ngjuHh of 
my mi4id, upon being told tlmt }«)v Imd 1(^ 
JUondon ci» xay letjter reaciied kj thPWgt 



* Mr. Stanville's narrative ia here iiifcrted, on ac- 
/^Qi^nt of aJua|«s of n^ax two tn^iuhs in ch^ jounsa^ of 
Mik Riverfcjal^; arifing> it is to be,prefiM»c<^ ft^a 
thejofs of the firU pac^uet fhe^addreflcdtpSir J^cnry 
Hivcrtdale in Indfa, 



iflaf: wuld your receTpt <yf Tt' Iiare araHed ? 
fiiice the pitcipitate failing of the ftrps madi 
a moment's delay oh your part impraQ!i- 
Cable i ft3l Louifa's brother would th€h 
have knov^^— w6at Ave, perhaps, never mirft 
•^-how entirely my hear^ h devoted to hi* 
fffter— 

FWgiveme, RiverftMe, if I %, that well 
» I IHted— ifiitc:h as I had fceix to^ efteem in 
p\Xy dufijig the fhort period of our renewed 
acquamtanee, it is the ftrong tie of fraternity 
to Louifa, that has ftamped you with a prei- 
tinittchce fo marked,, above all thofe I have 
fo much longer loved and efteemed, as to 
entitle you to the exclufive confidence, of 
aifi^ry long pent up, which has now incredfetl 
almoft to madnefs, by the conflift that tor- 
tures my bread. * 

I am told that my letter was carefully for- 
warded ; ftill it may never reach you. '1 
would inftantly proceed to Portfmotfth upoh 
landing! for the chance of ftill catchtng yon, 
were not the* bufinefs, which I hare^ihade the 
plea of my ret urn j of fiich importance j as to 
oblige me not only immediately to fee^ the 
mitiifter, but await his farther pleafure btefore 
I can {lin 



' '• • lb tfie' precaridus - f ipeftation, therefore, 
iof this reaching in any poffible time toob* 
tain an aniWer, I devote the hours, with 
which the ad verfe wind and tide fupply me, 
to arranging and connefting the detached 
particulars^ which I had begun to commit to 
paper from the firft moment that the thought 
of appealing to you occurred ; as I could not 
have recollefted with equal detail, in one, or 
in a dozen converfations, the fads which are 
requifijte to enable you to form a fair and im^ 
partial judgment. 

And with thefe, Jones fl>all proceed to 
Portfmouth the inftant I land. 

You certainly recoljpdt the agreeable'youiig 
Frenchman, with whom I had travelled to 
Naples, when I met you there ; his. After was 
in the convent of the Dames Anglaifes at 
Paris. Curiofity to fee the infide of a nun- 
nery, bad induced me to propofe accompa- 
nying him on one of his vifits to. her^ to 
which he readily agreed. 

V Together with Mademoifelle Durfort, the^e 
appeared at the grille: a lovely young girl of 
about fixteen, and an elderly woman, who 
inftantly entered into cpnvcrfation with me;, 
and amoiigft a number of other particularSk 
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which (he feemed eager to communicate, in- 
formed me that the psnfionnairc I faw was 
upon the poiat of entering her noviciate, and 
had the moft decided vocation (he had ever 
feen. At ^his account I caft a took upon 
this devoted vi<flim,. and caught a glance 
from hcF fine lang.ui(hing^ blue eyes, which 
inftantly fuggq/led to me a^ubt of the na^ 
turc of her enthu(iaftic fervour; and my very 
foul was grieved, to think that her doom 
mufl be irretrievably fealed, ere (he would 
become fen(ible of her errour. A few fen- 
tcnccs of civility pafled between us, accom- 
panied on my part with a degree of compaf- 
fionate folicitude I could not fupprefs; on 
hers, with the moft interefting fimplicity. 
We took our leave ; and Agathe caft a part- 
ing look upon me, which fully confirmed the 
idea I had formed. 

" That beautiful girl is going to be facri- 
ficed," faid \\ " (he enters her noviciate next 
month." — "It would bea meritorious work to 
Rfcue her,*' replied d'Hermonville, fmiiing— • 
" I am fo ferioufly of tliat opinion. Chevalier, 
that 1 would have you go inftantly to her • 
parents, if you be acquainted with them, 
and reprefent the cruelty of fuffering her to 
^^ 4 
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proceed/ — " And what peculiar cruelty fhall t 
tell them there is in 'her fituation, my dear 
Don Quixote ? (laughing) for I apprehend it 
to be little more than what occurs daily, in 
every convent in France. T have no kno>r- 
ledge whatever of this little girl's connexions ; 
but I will enter into your fpirit of chivalry 
with all my foul, and introdufe myfclf toh^r 
parents, if you will only point out to me 
yih^t to fay/'——" Say ! by Heaven, her look3 
tell clearly enough what is to be faid/' — "Very 
well ; I am to tell them that her eyes turned 
upon you with an expreffion, which convinced 
you, Ihe miftakes the nattare of the love, witK 
which (he profefles berfelf to be infpired.** 
" You will then, I truft, at the 'fame time, 
come handfomely forward, and propofe the 
alternative?^* — " Ivllydear d^Hermonville, you 
joke, and are too much habituated to hear 
of thefe kind of facrifices, to feel the com- 
panion with' which they infpir^ me ... . So 
far, however,^ you are right; unlefs fome- 
thing more were known, it is not eafy to 
judge what plea might avail with the pa- 
rents. — '*I can difcover nothing like one: 
my fitter was as full of her vocation as foeur 
Benedia:e."— " Suppofe we were to fee your 



i&ir again, and inquire more particularly 
into the fubjcA ?'*— ** Nothing fo cafy. My 
mother fetches her home to fee her iat^nded 
hufband on Thurfday, and I will intmducc 
you, and aik any queftions you fhall fug^ 
gpft." 

D'Hermonvitlc kept his word j and {tot» 
Ms fitter we learnt, that tb6 ferrour of Agathe 
lad beta the admiraeix^i and pride of the 
whole community for mztir months paft* 
* She is an orphan ^of Irifli extraftioni^" (aid 
MadetnoHelle Durfort, ^ was placed there by 
2 diftattt relation^ who is her guardian; a 
terthy n^an, but not in circumftances to 
cftabf^ her in the world t of courfc* he 
wiChed that (he might be induced. tO' take 
Ae veil r ^^ confet^iiently the good nun» 
We neglo^Sed n^^means- t^at could bias hei 
feaftbiUity^ and enthttfiaflnc difpoiltion,.. ia 
km^ ^ a^ fdigkios ii^ t and ifae is morp: 
i^afieM^ ht the momeat of entering upo» 
her noviciate, than I am for that cf quitting 
ffiti coQvenlv^ But within tkefe few days we 
ftmfenfibk of at change in her^ for whicb we 
tW at a lofe tc^ accord t: flic has. been fire* 
^ueStiy feand m- te»s -, a^d ii^as particulasLy 

^ 5 
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Brgent to accompaoy me home t0 day, but 
could rK)tt obtab permiffion." 

ly Hermonville requefted his fifter to ufe 
her intereft wkh the fupeneure, tire n^xt time 
ftiecame home, to bring Ajgathrwifeh her,. tQ 
which fhe agreed. 

^ Madcmoifelk Dijrfobt fiicceeded ih her 
application,, and obtained liberty for Agathe 
to continue with* her the three ^ya that (be 
was. to ftay wkh> her motlie»f 

1 had now fre€ admilBoftat the Efcchefs'si- 
and d'Heraionville bofDk. mrhome to dinner 
«n the day that the young ladifts were ex? 
peiSted. - The a^temd looksr of Agathe ftrucfc 
me forcibly ;: and the arUefv but toO; obvi? 
©us expreffion with» which her. eyes were ri* 
netted; upon. me, from the naomant. I^ took 
my place oppofite to. her afe tabte,, ^ttrafte^ 
general obfcrvatiom The- brilKant profpe<3:« 
of Ma^demoiftUe Durfoit were ocqafionalljf 
alluded tpy and. Agathe with, diffiqultjr ft*Ih 
greffedra tcaa 

It was not in>nature>. Riv^rfdale- • •^^ bo* 
kvTsj^ natuie, at leaA^ totbe in&nfible to the 
diftrefs of tie-, fiveet wnfortwiiate girl i. y^ 
trufl: me,, qiy. thougjhts were^folelx^heatugop 
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difcovcring a pjode to refcue a heart, fa 
aiarmingly fufceptible, from irretrievable 
mifery. She was formed of far other mate*- 
rials than what were fiiited to a cloifter; but 
Icall Heaven. to witnefs>, that no felfiCh idea 
prompted the anxiety to fave her fromithofe 
Qmtl (hackles, that preclude the indulgence 
of every finer feeling, and fet all the " ten* 
der charities" of life at nouglit : the intereft 
lat that moment' felt,, would have been the' 
(ame, had I. been. moraUy. certain, of never 
beholding her morfe. 

» As we. reentered the faloon,, I overheard? 
4fe Duchefs wliifger her daughter;. *' S 
qiiolpenfois iudonc d'ainener cettc pauvr^* 
^Ute ?. tit^ vas^ det)nkire fa- vocation^, ell^- 
mfole de cejeune j4nglais*V* 
. This cliecked my, intention of approaching; 
Agathe, which, at; aoy. rate, . liowevcr,. coulcii 
have been -of.little avails, asthe ftrrctnefs witBi- 
which, a.fingle woman, is ever kept at the^ 
dbowtof (bme. aged female^ prevented Uny 
poffibility of entering into convert'ation* 
MademoifeHeDurfort, howeveri.heckonedl 

^'' *^ What could' you bethinktngonobnngtharpooft^;' 
iKng hkh«» ? Ha: voc^ioik wil! :fee enttkcly deilroyc^it; 
t^yOQ9£lE||gJiiAinfii1a.t«wis.hes.head«. , . ^ 

E &* 
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me to the corner, where flie arid Agathe, 
with their duchnas, were lookkig over fomc 
toys. I then entered upon fome general to- 
pics, and inquired after my old acquaintailce^ 
Madame de Remincs, to whom I found fh^ 
was related. 

She faultered, and changed t:oiour, as (he 
fpoke to me. I obferved feveraV eyes turned 
upon us, and thought it beft to take myfclf 
away; I therefore propofed to d^Hermon* 
viHe a turn upon the boulevards, before we 
went to the play. 

I almoft feel it neceflary to apofogift, even: 
to you, Riverfdale> fo« the apparent vanitj^ 
of dwelling upon a partiality lb inftanta- 
heoufly conceived,, and fo ftrongly marked"^ 
without the flighteft encouragement on. my 
fide ;; but I compel rayfelf to be equally fin- 
cere and minute> that you may ^Jy be e4^ 
iabkd to blame oi: acquit mc in the fequel ;. 
and m faft there is little food for vanity,. 
wher« the eh&\otL ma^ fo decidedly bit 
afcEibcd to predifpofitioo. 

The inftant we weife fibated in the^ carriage*. 
d'Hermonville faid,. *^ That bvdy little in- 
iiocent is at yomr di^&l^ my friend^, hor 
partiality ia ob¥i€d5i ^ad if y<m ham wf 



pWpofab t<5 make to her guafdian^ tliere catt 
be no dififculty id liberating her/*—" YoU 
I^ce me in a very awkward (ituation, Che- 
taller; but I am fufficiently known to you 
to eitprefs myfdf ^ith the wtmcA franknefs : 
fiiyprefent circumftances preclude all thoughts, 
rf matrimony, and excufe me if I add, that 
©urEn^ifti ideas of conjugal felicity reach fo 
fir beyond me^e beauty and fcniibility, that 
St ail ewnts my taking part as ^ principal m 
ttiis affair, is quite out of thequeffiion,.'*-— * 
** Senfibility is certainly better difperifed witb 
» a wife,'* be replied;; *^^ but my lifter fays,, 
her fweetncfs oi tenoper eqilab her beauty.*^ 
*-** But fcnfe, conformity of mind and dif^ 
pofition> are foil as reqmfite as either^ 
Matrimony muft.bc Paradife or Purgatory;; 
there is ao medium.;, and therefore long, 
acquiuntance, atod mature coniidbration^. 
He requifite^'^-*-"^ Ak ntoH ^eu t qite ces^ 
Hies AnglAifis funi exalths^* r (iiuerrupt«> 
iog me^). ^ Would not one imagine thit 
England was a perfe^ matrimonial Elynum.^ 
aad yet look inta your new^apers^ and fee 
|rh^ ail your love matches come to. N^* 

; Ueavens ! hem fCNoaauc tiiQfdSi%Wb head» are t 
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Rich ecl^t and fcainlal foUow our nrore ra» 
♦lohal mode of proceedtngi We marry be-^* 
caufe every man who ivas tiie mean*, to pro 
vide for a famiijs is boTatid' to perpetuate hh 
name;. and;as the Kufhand- and wife are not 
acquainted before* hand^ it often t happea$ 
tdiat tftey difcover unlooked-for agreeablenefi 
in each other;; and then* it has aJV' tlie merit 
©f a furprife, and' creates le meilleur menace 
du monde^ of which I. can give you many 
proofs among- my* own» acquaintance : here; 
too, you would have tht great* advantage of 
being fure of your vvife^is l6ve and gratitude 
before-hand.'*—^* But fuppofe^ caunot return 
her affeftron, Qievalier, how then r*— ** Why 
novehy and* good-nature: muft. conftitute 
your happinefs for awhile;;. and if llie find 
you do not' become pafSonately fond, of ber> 
her pafTioa will fubfidc, ajKltthea.Che will be 
no longer exigeante^ and' you. will tacitly 
«gree to he no conftrainb upon each othcn 
Monjkur ira de.fon^cdth Mademte. du^jfien*. 
You will meet at dinner with perfeft politer 
loefs and. good breeding; appearafices will he 
-fc\jed ;^ fcandaJ avoided ; each will be happy 

•^ Each g9 tbdt.o«a ivi^ ^ 

■ 3? 
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h theic own?way^ and the world will* not in^ 
krfere ia any (hape i what caa a^ reafonabla 
man wilh for, toore ?" 

As I did not fubfcribe to this plan of hap-- 
piaefs,. I ferioudy entreated him to turn his 
thoughts to fonie more prafticable mode of 
pefcuing Agathe., Where was^ the ufe (he 
ikid) of refcuing her from the fetters of rclir 
gbn,, merely to facrifice her as a viftim to 
k)«e ? Would I pretend to (feny that I had* 
?rithdrawjo. her heart from Heavoi ? — I ecu* 
tended that her fervour had been entirely mi(V 
token:, aa ovecfiowing. fenfibility,, wanting, 
aa. obje(ft,, was eafily, turned into religious 
enthuiiafm ;. and had they confined her. 
wholly to the fociety.of her companions, her 
mifery ha<l been irrevocably fixed ere (he had 
difca\cered her errour :. but the firft man that 
bas met. hei;. eyes-has deftroyed the delufion ^ 
do not^ however, . imagine him to be the oi^y 
one likely ta. prove her fufceptibility.: feeli- 
ingg fo eafily awakened, will naturaljy transr 
fer theii: fulnefe, to, fome^more. fympathetic 
•breaCU 

. D^Hermonvillp. then called^ upon me t© 
ilnggeft fome plao* i propofed that his fiftcr 
jjujulde^tert hex infli^ence, with, Agathej^^t^ 
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declare her reludtance to take the reif ; artdt 
fliould that not prove fufficient, it would at 
leaft afford grounds for the Duehefs's inta?^ 
ference with the guardian. 

To this d^'Hertnonvtlle agreed, and Ma-* 
demoifelle Durfort readily undertook he# 
part ; but Agathe only anfwered her with 
tears, and made no avowal of any change in 
her wifties. 

D'Hern?ionvllle applied to his mother^ and 
obtained her promife of arguing with the crfd 
Count. 

The Cdont ^was much furprifedj and not 
Tery ready to credit the intelligence. Sucb 
proofs of his ward's decided vocation had 
been iinparted to him, that he had de^ 
dined a very advantageous propofat of itiar*^ 
f iage for her, made by an old friend of his. 
own, who had fcen her once at the grHI^^ 
and been charmed with her beauty : biML h^ 
heavenly dedication appeared fo unquefticW* 
able, that the Count wottld have confides^ 
it as a fpecies cS facrilege-to intesfece^ 

The Duchefe mparted her ceafbns fiwr 

iforming* a differient judgtocnt of the dilpo- 

ixtions of Agathe, probably without macii 

^raple or delicacy^ fbf the Count beemie 
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extremely irritated, at the fuppoiition that 
the mere fight of an Englilh heretic ftiould 
have fet afide a call fo unequivocal: no- 
thing (hort of ilrpematural malignant in- 
terference, could account for it, he faid. 
He would gainftantly to the convent, and 
fee the fuperieurc. The Duchefs propofed 
his firft feeing Agathe, who was then at her 
houfe ; and he attended her home. 

Agathe received her guardian, and hung 
tiboQt htm with more than ordinary marks 
of affeftion; He interrogated her upon the 
intcrefting point, with encouraging kind* 
ncfe; and an idea darting into her mind, that 
he might intend taking her home to his oM 
fift^r, to replace his daughter, who was at 
the eve of marriage, (he without hefitatiofi 
acknowledged, that, as the moment ap- 
prdached, (he began to feel a terrour of the 
eternal confinement, and to fear that het 
vocation was more doiibtful than (he had 
imagined. 

Her guardian undertook to plead her 
caufe, both with the fuperieure and Madame 
de Remines, in his, v^y back from Verfailles ; 
and Agathe remained for a few hours as 
happy as newly awakened hope can make aA 
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ardent youthful mind. . She faw, la the 
profpedt of inhabiting the houfe of her guar- 
dian, an opening to every other that her 
heart fecretly fuggefted ;. and . her agitation- 
became Co extreme^, towards the hour of his 
expeded return, that upon his name being 
announced (he had fcarce power to utteir her 
inquiring " Eh bienr' as (he darted into 
the antiroom, and threw herfelf into his arms* 
*^ AU is fettled tootxr wilh,'* faid he,embraeing 
her, Slie appeared fuflfocating. with joy, tiU 
a burft of tears brought her reliefs 

The Count congratulated himfelf upon 
having refcued the innocent vidUm, and was 
pouring, out hi& acknowledgpients. ta .thr 
Duchefs for her friendly interference,. w\ica I 
went ip^ The joy- of Agathe was at that 
pioment toa powerful for confideratiou,. and 
clafping her hands in an extafy,. (be ex- 
claimed, " O, Sir» congratulate nie !: 1 an^ 
free ;. I return no more to. my conyenjt/" 

From the bottom of my heart I did con.- 
gratulate her; and was. proceedicg^ with. aa 
emotion which mufl havx been pi£burcd in 
my countenance,. to give the Duchefs her due 
fliarie of praile for the aftive part (he had 
taken,, whe^i I was flopped, by an. excJama-- 
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tion from the Count, whom I had not before 
perceived, and of whofe authority I became 
inftantly aware, a^ he faid, fternly, " Joy turns 
your head, Agathe ! What concern can z 
ftrangcr have in your deftination ? and \rhat 
right have you* to conclude that the remiffioft 
of your noviciate implies your not returning 
any more to your convent ?" — Abalhed at his 
rebuke, fli^ attempted to excufe herfelf, and 
ended by faying, **^ But indeed you are miCr 
taken in believing that geAtleman., to be a 
llranger to me-; on the contrary^ it is h^ 
who . . • he who . . ." She befitted, blu(bed> 
and hung about him, to conceal her embar^r 
raflment. " JBfe a;A(?, what f" faid he angrilji^ 

Perceiving her to, be confounded, ^ endear 
voured to give a turn to the fcnfe of her 
words, and faid, ^' Hewho^ adluated perhap$ 
by the prejudice of his country agai0(l a life 
of perfe<a leclufion> took the liberty of fugr 
gefting doubts of Mademoifellede Miraude*« 
chance for happioefs, which nvight contrif 
t^ute to open her eyes to the danger of too 
haftily foregoiiig what can Mver be recalled.'* 

" It appears to me, Sir,*' he replied, *Vthat„ 
putting national prejudice out ef the queC- 
tion^ it is difficult for the inhabitants oC one. 
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country to j«dge of what itiay conftkute the 
felicity of thofe of another ; whare trfiehabit»> 
modes of life, and civil govjerfintienl, ai«c t6* 
tally different.' Ih EnglaiKl,, you* gi^e yoor 
young women a^deg^ee of liberty which W(hM 
ill qualify them for a fubfequent life of »• 
ftraint. We train up otars in feclufionv 
which> if it (hould afterward becbme tHcir 
deftination> habitnates theni to confine their 
ideas to the fpot they liay* kamt to love ttftd 
fcvere, and to ^onfider as ^ fljelter from tRc 
turrttoil and viciflitudes of the w^rid.** [How 
{Vlaufibiy does ti^fott ever cortform to cuftont> 
Riverfilite !] ** If regains to be feett, Sif,'* life 
*Jde4 ^i«l> fottie arfperity, «• whef her Agatht 
n^rill have much to thanfc you for, in the change, 
of which you avow yOtirfelf the authour, in 
her way of thinking.'* *And without giving 
time for the reply which was rifing to my 
lips^ he turned with quicknefe to his ward, 
laying, " So fer from any idea of detaining you 
from your convent, I have requefted of the 
Abbeffe that you may not again come out of 
It, until I fend for you home to fign the a r 
ticles of marriage with the Vicomtc de la 
Fare, who is an old friend of mine, and has 
done you the honour to feleft /ou for his 
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fecond wife. His fortianc and family arc Ss^ 
uoexcieptionablc, that lyotbtng but i|iy un^ 
wHtipg^s to mterfere with the will of Hea- 
ven prevented my clofing with his gencroyi 
propofaU, when he nmde :£hcQi fome time 

It IS, impoffible to defcrihc the too ex** 
p^ve tc9o^Qi»s of ,Agat^'3 counteoaec^ 
Wlicjly vaacaiftoroed, however, to refiftr 
itiee^ 0ie mude no rq^ly; but from de^ 
fcarlet iurflcd d«dly pale— her eyes loft their 
luftw— d<&d-*and her head fenk opon the 
iboulder of Angetiqsse, who with looks of 
kind fympatky, atxi the afiiltaQce of 1^ 
jBPth^, led her iiilx> the bed room, wheie 
tbe women of the Duiehefs wece fummoned ; 
ao4 with .more >than xSn2i oonfideration for 
tbe {bfferer^ the bedchamber, door was (hut^ 
to the exdufion of the men. 

In a few mi»ates the Ducbefs areturj^^ 
6ying it iwas tmiy .itef v^pemrs^, to which 
die uoderftood bom her daughter Agathe 
was fiibjed ; and a. little tcpuet wodld recover 
facr. 

The Count took his learve, hoping (he 

• Hjrftcrics. 
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would be well, and ready to , return to the 
coavent, when hc^lhould call for her in the 
morning ; and requefted (he might not agaia 
be fetched from it. 

I was grieved to find that I had only ftrc- 
ceeded in changing the nature of the facri* 
fkc to which Agathe was doomed ; however 
fure I thought myfeif that afFedions fo eafily 
engaged would be as eafily transferred, it was 
not likely to be a man <rf nearly the Count's 
own age that would operate the change. I 
applied to d'Hcrmonville, to obtain the in- 
terference of hife mother once more : but he 
did not perceive the fmalkfl occafion for it:: 
lince I did not mean to propofe myfeif, iJ^hat 
<:ould be more defirabie for her than the brii« 
liant cftabliftimcnt dFered by a man who 
could not expeA to engage her alFedions, 
and might rather deem it a piece of good for* 
turte that her heart was fixed upon one who 
was too infenfible to mak^ her a i^ttirn, and 
^t ali events too fcrupulous to take advan- 
tage of her pre4il^i<>h;. My arguments 
only excited his mirth : •* cfou diable venex 
'lions' done mon pauvreJStiuiville avee tousces 
radotages de vieux romans ! cette enfant a 
de la grace^ elk f era 1^% Ics honneurs de 
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fa maifon ; eUe eft douce, elle /era recon* 
noifante des dons dont il ia comblera ; elle 
hi f era u?i fieri tiers ou ejl done legrandmaU 

' heurde tout cela? et lorfquavec le terns elle 
fe €07ifolera de votre infenJtbititS, avec 
quelqu^ ami plus tendre s ily^ay^parierqii^elle 
refpectera toujo^rs les bien/efluces et guU'l 
prendra fon parti tout comme un autre ^.'^ ■ 
It was impoffible to bring him to fee it in 
a more ferious light ; and I determined .to 

I apply myfdf to theDuchefs. 

Upon fending in my name, I was inftantly 
admitted to her toilette^; anc^ upon requeft- 

I ing a private audience, flie difmifled her vi- 
fitors and women : tout when I came to ftate 
the purport of miy vifit, (be laughed at me 

1 as immoderately as her fon had done ; and I 



• Where the devil have you imbibed itll this rhodo-'' 
montade nonfenfe, my poor Stanville ? The girl has 
graceful manners, and will do the honours of his houfe 
well. She is mild, and will he grateful for the gifts 
he will beftow upon her. She "will bring him an heir ; 
aqd Where's the great mrtAj^ef of ail that ? and wh^nlhe 
confeles herfelf in time for your infenfibility with fome 
more fympathiling friend, the odds are that (he will 
always -fave appearances, and he will make up hit 
mind as other l&ttibands do. ^ 
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g^ve up all hope of lendering any effential 
fcrvice to Agathe. 

A fortnight clapfed, during which I was 
employed in bufinefs of importance by the 
AmbafladcH*) and had little leifure to think 
cither of myfelf or Agathe. ;, 

D'Hermonvillc came one morning iib- 
ruptly into my room^ Jfayipg he wa^ fent by 
bis iifter, to defire I would gp .once oipre 
with him to the Dames Anglaifes, to endear 
vour to mettre Agathe ^ la i^aifon *, who 
obftinately refifts the will of her guardian, 
and now declares, that, rather tban^ marry 
the Vifcomte, (he will refund her intention 
pf taking the veil ; and (he had made a point 
with Angelique pf communicating, this de^ 
^rmination to me. 

Of courfe I inftantly obeyed the fum- 
jnons. Mademoifelle Durfort appeared at 
the giillc, witii aconapanion I had not before 
Icen. She winked to her brother to keep 
her companion in conyerfation, and he fooif 
drew her away to a diflance ; when (he in^ 
formed me that I had ^JKen fummoned at tb# 
defire of Agathe, in ri» hope of being abl* 

♦ Pcrfuade Agathe, to hearTcafon. 
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to fee me at the grille hcrfelf ; but that her 
fate refraftorinefs caufcd her to be watdied " 
with move than common vigilance, and not 
having t>een fuffered to accompany Angcli^ 
que the day before, when only her brother 
liad been there, (he had written, ^* Upon 
]K>uranfwer, (he fays, hangs her fate (added 
Mademoifelle Durfort, as (he put the letter 
into.my hand) ; you cannot again come your- 
felf, but my brother will convey it to me.'*^ 

This was Agathe*s letter. 

** On me met au defcfpoir Monfieur, et 
c'cft ce qui me fait avoir recours k vousitpn 
ites du pais dont je tire mon origine. On 
m'affure que vous vous interreffez ^ mon 
fcrt, on m'aflTure audi qu*il y a des Anglais 
qui ne font pas h^r^tiques, et k coup sAr 
vous ^tes du nombre, cair jamais h^r^tiquc 
n'a eu Tair (i doux «t (i obljgeant. Eh biea 
Monfieur il nc tiendroit qu*a vous de m'ar- 
racher k tout ce qui pie menace; (i vous 
avez uoc mere— une foeur — une tante feu- 
kmcnt qui voulut me donner une azile, car 
jc n'ai ni parens, ni amis, .(i ce n'eft Madame 
de Rcmfnes, qui ne m'^cou^eroit feulement 
■ pas; mon tuteur qui me met au defefpoir; 
cpuis enpoic une vieille tante qui demeure au 

VOL, III, K^ 
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fin fond de la province, et qui peut-etre me 
donneroit tort auffi d avoir une autre vo- 
lonte que celle de mon oncle: et de fait je 
Oi'apper9ois qui c'eft bien mal k moi d'avoir 
cette volontt^. la, car depuis qu'clle m*eft 
, venue je n'ai plus un moment de repos; et 
cependant je vous aflure Monfieur qu'il n'y 
k pas de ma faute ; je dis des Ave Maria tant 
et plus pour que la fainte vierge me rendc 
docile, raais elle ne m'ecoute point, et il 
n'y a. pas moyen, je ne puis plus etre ni a 
dieu, ni k Monfieur le Vicomte : je pleure 
fans ceffe, et fi je n'^tudiois un peu d'An* 
glais avec ma bonne amie Angelique, pour 
me diftraire, je crois en verit^ que je mourrois 
de douleur. Voyez Monfieur fi voik avez 
quelque ame charitable qui put me recueillir 
ct s'interQffer k ma peine. Je vous aifure que 
vous n'obligeriez pas une ingratc *•'* 



• They drive me to defpair. Sir, and this obliges me 
to have recourfe to you, who .belong to the country 
Pom which my family priginates, I am told that you 
i. neft yoarfelf in my fate : I am told/ likewife, that 
all Engliftimen are not heretic*; and you are affuredly 
an exception, fornolieretic ever looked fo mild and to 
obliging. Well, Sir, it refts with you to fnatch me 
from the jthreatened danger, if yoo have a mother^ a 
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What heart of ftonc coiild have refitted 
the artlefs eloquence of her grief! what vil- 
laia could have been fo ba(e as to feek to 
turn it to his own advantage ! 

I inftantly determined to comply with her 
wifli, in findii^ fome refpeftable proteftion 
for her; and went in qaeft of an amiable 
Englilh femily, particularly conne<5ted witk 
ours, who were at the eve of their departure 



lifter, or even an aunt, that would afford me (belter, 
for I have neither relation nor friend, except Madame 
de Remines, who would not lillen to me ; my guar- 
dian, who ddves me to diitraf^oo; and an old aunt^ln 
a remote part "of the country, who would perhaps only 
blame me. for thinking differently from my uncle; 
and, in fa£l, I perceive that it is very wrong in me to 
tEink differently, for ever fince thefc thoughts have 
come into my liead, I have not had a moment's peace ; 
and yet I do affure you« Sir, it is not my fault ; I fay- 
a?e marias without end, that the holy Virgin may grant 
ttc to be fubmiffive ; but (he does not he^r me, and I 
bow not what to do, I can no longer devote myfelf 
wthcrto God or the Vifconnt. I weep without ceaf^ 
ing, and if it were not for ftudying a little Engliih. 
^ith my good friend Angelique, I really believe I 
ihould break my heart, 'Do, Sir, coniider whether 
yoo cannot find fome charitable foul to take compaf-. 
fioaonme, and refcue me ; I affure you, you would not* 
^ MmcttBgratefal. 

O 2 
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for England; certain that the extreme l>c- 
nevolence and kind I^artedne^ of Lady 
' Willkms^ waul J induce Jber to take Agathe 
tinder her prote&ion^ and. convey her ia&Iy 
to. my fiftei:* 

' I found jthe ^Ideft daughter only at homei 
to whom I related every thing, but my own 
(bare^ in the change of Agathe* She entered 
into it with the generous warmth of youths 
which forefees no difficulties^ and anfwer^ 
for her mother. ^ 

. D'Hermonville conveyed my anfwer to 
A^he^ afli^-ingher of the moft un€;xc^ 
tionable afylum^ if (he could fail upon smy 
means of efcape. 

I was foon made fenfiWe of my ra(hnef% 
by a meflfage from Lady Williams, who dq- 
(^ed to fee me, and that no previous , fUp 
might be taken in the bufinefs which Miis 
WilKams had mentioned to her. 

My note to Agathe was irrecoverable? 
ai^d I made; no attempt to countera<% It by 
a fepond, in the full perfuafion that I (hoi4d 
argue Ladjr Williams out of the confid»a- 
tions of prudence, which I forefaw were to 
be oppofed to me. 

This undertaking, however^ exceeded, my 
3 
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abHitles. The timidity of Lady Williams 
was at leaft equal to ber goodnefs : lier mind 
was ftrongly imprcffed with the danger and 
fcrious confequences attending fuch an en" 
levementy and (he pofitivcly refufed to take 
aay fhare in it^ • 

. My feelings were too much alive for poor 
Agathe, to allow to the objedions of Lady 
Williams their due weight, and I left her, 
curffng the cold blooded prudence that thus 
thwarted my plan ; but ftrongly fenfible that 
00 time was to be loft ih counterading the 
purport of my note, I followed d'Hermoa- 
ville to Verfkilles, where he Wa$ upon duty 5 
and he undertook to deliver another note to 
his fitter, imparting my failure^ requefting 
the direftion to the aunt of Agathe, and that 
noftep might be taken until flie (hould hear 
from vM ^ain. 

Two days paffedy during which I every 
inftant expeded to receive the direftion, 
which would enable me to have recourfe to 
the old Marchionefs; and upon the flighteft 
encouragement from her, I meant to fecurc 
feme decent elderly^ wolnan as a travelling 
companion for Agathe, and efcort her my- 
felf. I had been too much hampered with 

G 3 
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bufinefs to^dmit of my making inquiry into 
the caiifc of delay, but on the third day I 
loft patience, and returned to Verfailles, 
where I found d'HermonviUe had been de- 
tained, to mount guard for a friend who was 
taken fuddenly ill; on which account he had 
not been able to go to the convent himfelf, 
but he had contrived to forward the note in 
a box^ of millinery, which his mother was 
fending to Angelique, preparatory to her 
marriage. 

I (huddered at the rifle to which this ha- 
zardous expedient might expofe-Agathe, and 
entreated him to make it his firft bufinefs, at 
his return to^Paris, to fee his fifter. 

Another day pafled in confiderable unca- 
f:: vf without my hearing from him, or 
<].ui:ig to take any ftep. On the followii^ 
moiiiing, at an early bour, I received a mef- 
f ge from d'Hermonville, defifing me. to be 
at home in about a quarter of an hour, and 
alone. 

In lefs than the time mentioned he ap- 
peared, holding by the hand a very young 
lad, whom he prefented to me as his nephew, 
and requefted I would be kind to hiai. As 
he faid this ,he bolted tbe'door, and then 
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fouHling into a loud laugh, exclaimed^ 
'* Well, what think you of this mafquerade ? 
here's a heroine for you !" 

Pifture to yourfelf my aftoniflimcnt and 
perplexity, when I rccognifed Agathe. 

Her blufties and confufipn might indeed 
have difcovered her to me inftantly, but that 
m^ mind was full of the bulinefs upon which 
I expefted him, and to which I confidered 
his companion as an interruption, and had 
not attended to him at all. 

I began to apologife for being the unlucky 
ioftrument of involving her in difficulties; 
but flie interrupted me, with deepening 
bluflies, *^ You have not involved me. Sir; 
if there be any fault, thy own precipitance 
only is to blame ; but pray take me direftly 
to the good lady who will receive me, ancj 
entreat her to conceal me carefully till ^e fet 
out/* 

Without flopping to make either anfwer 
or inquiry, I locked them both into ,my 
room, and flew to the hdtel de Richelieu, 
certain that if Lady Williams were not fet 
out, (he would, now the poor girl had 
plunged into the difficulty, grant immediate 
G 4 
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prote&ioni at leaft tiU we could dctermiAe 
ivhattO;do« 

Lady Williams had left Paris the day be- 
fore. I returned home, perplexed beyond 
meafure. The diiappointment of Agathe h 
fiot tobe exprefied > flie wrung her hands in 
fpcccUcfs ^ony. Finding her incapable df 
giving WfC an anlwer, I inquired of d'Her- 
inonvilk what could have led to this rafti 
ftep, contrary to my entreaty^ and before I 
had fecured 4tn afylum for her ? " She bad 
aot received my fecond note/* he faidj " his 
-fifter, being unfoitunately indifpoied when 
ti^ b(^ ^rnysdy had neither ^xammed ^it 
tK^elf, ner fuffbredtaoy:o&e elfextatlo fo, i^ 
iii4iich means thernote^had-notfouad itf way/* 
*^ This was z amtrt-itemps * which could not 
poffibly be forefcen," he add^, *^ ^md wa» 
dotdxly diibeffiagi as ^here was oio re&occe 
cow but for Agathe to remain with me^ in 
feef prefent difguifej^ omtil I could take her 
to £Qg|an4» and place her under the piotec* 
tioo of Lady Williams myfelf.*' 

The impropriety^ as well as danger of tbi^ 

♦ IHrappomtinen.t. 
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was obvious. After ^hat h»i pSflW, tfib 
very firft fufpicioh wouW reft Upon ifie, #te 
could neither prot^ her myfelf frofli thte^ 
power that WcmW cliilm her, *ndr expe^ tHe 
Ambofladtjur to fupport me in ^ nfmttcr th«t 
muft mvolve fuch ^ff ferious corifeKJcicJne^^ 
Itold him that I hoped his fifter, WhofeHd' 
mcmtd a ftmre of refponfibility by abefttiri^ 
this fttpr would be able,, for her owh (kke,- 
lo induce the Duchefs to ii^t^rfeVe With thfe 
Count and the Abbefs, and take Ajgathte 
under her protedion in the rtieanwhHe. 

His fifter had no fhare in it whatever, and 
he was very fure his mother would be ineif- 
omble in a thing of this nature. 

My aftonifhment Was increaied, as y6tt 
niay fuppofe. " And how^ for Hfeaven%^ 
&ke, was tht tfcape accompliflied ? ^nd how 
eould you, who knew the contents^ of rt^ 
tift note, fuffer her to encounter this dwid- 
ful perplexity ?*^ I detnanded with a deg?efc 
^w^mth and diffAcafure^ Which Ifouhd h 
difficult to rcprcfe.. 

Agathe now cried out with- vehemenceV. 
** 0> be had no (hare in it i it i^^as alL mfe 
ttwadoiAg— rny *6*n> foll^,. andaUfcom de;- 
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pendente upon you, who I was fo fure would 
not abandon me ; and now you think of no- 
thing but how to throw me back into their 
power; but I (hall firft die of grief* — 
and (he became perfedly frantic. — I had for- 
tunately taken the precauti9n to clear* the 
antichamber of fervants, or we mud have 
been betrayed by her ungovernable diftreTs. 

I lifyA every perfuafion to foothe her, and 
bring her to a ftate of /fufficient compofure, 
to impart the mode in which (he had efFefted 
her efcape, that 1 might form feme judg- 
ment of the impending danger, and what 
remained to be done. The Chevalier had 
walked fulkily to the window, without vouch- 
fafing an anfwer to my lad queflion, and left 
me to appeafe her as I might. 

After a conliderable time (he became more 
>€dm, and acquired command over.herfelf to 
inform mc, that Angelique having been con- 
fined to her^bed from fevere indifpofition, 
the Duchefs frequently fent one of her own 
women to watch by hefr^ at the hours (he 
could not herfelf be with her. . • . But you 
Ihall have the narrative in her own limpl 
^ords, as nearly as I can recoUeft them. 
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will not rob her of any fliare of the intereft 
(be is entitled to excite, though it fliould tura 
the balance againft myfelf in your judgment. 
" Mademoifelle Vddoire fometinoes brought 
her nie^e Manon with her to diffipate my 
chagrin, for (he could not bear to fee tnc fo 
tri^e. Yefterday Angelique had defired. the 
affi(lance of Manon, to fini(h a piece of 
embroidery, ^ho left her long cloke >nd 
calfeche upon my bed. As I was following 
her into Angelique's cell, with my head 
junniiig upon contrivances for my efcape, I 
(aw the touriere at the door, tdlking with 
two or three people, The door was open, 
and my good angel infpired me that thecon- 
vcrfation of foeur Fran^oife wOuld not be ajt 
an end J^efore I could get back and flip on 
the cal^he and cloke, ' and that I might paft 
unobferved, as her face was turned away froni 
thcpalTage I was to. go along; and when 
Dnce I was paffed (be would only fee my 
back, and take me for Manon. I glided by 
Jike the wind, deterouned to run with ali 
my might the inftant 1 was out of fight^ 
ijuite fure my hearfe would guide m^ ftraight 
tpyou; JDut In^Vejr reflected that the outer 
^te might be (hut. Very luckily, tioweyefo 
6 6 



f^2 LETTilKS OF 

the borfine of the Duchefs, which imd 
brmight MademoifeUe Vidkoke,^ was in wabr 
kig in the covHrt^yacd, and the coacfatnatit 
wliawi^ lounging againft the wall, miibikhig 
me for Manon, opened the coach -^x>r, and 
I jtimped m without hefitation^ not daring 
to fpe^^ left I nsight l!>etcay myfelf, and 
Iru^ing to my good angeL again ta (t^eft 
to me en ckemin, how to obviate his taking^ 
Hie to the bfitel D«rfor4! : however, it plcafcd 
l^ovldence to befriend me, for all at once 
we ftoppod, and 1 found it was4it Madame 
£mon the embroiderefs'sy. where Manpn k. 
^^rentkre^ and where he had tBkcn her up; 
Having iet n^ dow% he drove away agatin£:»r> 
MademoifeUe Vidoice^ and £ ruQied into the 
lioitfe, very much embatrafled how to make 
Madame lEmoa my friend,, and i»aying to^ 
t&e holy Viigiflk in my heart to forgive all the 
felfities I: might be obliged to utter ;. and flie 
took pity on me this time> and fent Modame- 
f^tKHi into the paflage with a p^cel k her 
iiandywhe^ without giving me time tafpeak>v 
fcolded me for ftaying away fo long, when 1 
knew the levite was to be carried home» ami 
giving me the parcel bid me gp w^ it 
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^ I took the parcel^ and running out of the- 

iooty tamed down the firft (Ireet I came to, 

tad then aftxd whkh wa» the way to the 

HAtd d* Angkteire ? for I was certain every 

body mnft know; but wouW you beBew it? 

arfxKiy did; then- indeed I grew very much; 

fiigbteaedt and I thought there was nothing. 

kft for me but to go back to Madame Emon^ 

sod throw myfelf upon her pity ; but I didr 

not know the name of her ftreet either, and 

litd gone dowa fo many> whiJft I was mak« 

iag my inquiries, that i could no longer find 

my way back ;. lb I ftood ftillv and cried.— A. 

hackney coachuian faw m^, and afked what 

waithe matter f I told hkn I could not find 

0^ way to the h6tel d'Angleterre. * i 

don't know it dthet,'^ faid he, ^ btit I think. 

it miift be a good way from the Fauxboui^ 

St Aotbiiie> aod your pretty littk feet will 

awer carry you to it ; fo come fna pauvre 

tnfdnt^ datCt £ret, get into my coach, and 

we'll find it, I warrant you/ So I thanked 

iumatiioufand times, and got into his coach» 

He drove on a good while, and at length we 

got ia amongi^ a great number of carriages ;. 

and he faid^' This is theTb^fttre Fran^ais, and 

imediantabk ibui wiU S^^ ^^ in^g^aiation^ 
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I dare fay ;' and he went to inquire. Mean- 
while two officers paflcd by, one of whom I 
rccognifcd to be the brother of my dear An? 
gclique, and throwing myfelf halfout of the 
coach door with joy, I eagerly fcreamed after 
him. Upon hearing his name he flopped, 
^nd they both came back laughing ; but no- 
jthing'could exceed his aftoniftiment, to find 
it was me. I was.beginning to tell him my 
diflrefs, when he put his finger to his lip to 
makemefilent, andwhifpered fomething to 
his companion, who immediately left us. 
The Chevalier got into the coach, with ex- 
preffions of furprife at my extraordinary ap- 
pearance there. My explanation was inter- 
rupted by the return of the coachman, who 
was beginning to inform me thai we had to 
go as far as the Barrifere du Roule, when the 
Chevalier interrupted him, with a peremp* 
tory order to drive to the Marais. I remoo- 
ilrated agaiaft going any where but. to you 5 
but he faid, this was a bufinefs of a nature 
far too ferious to run the hazard of being fo 
eafily traced ; we muft endeavour to dhrouter 
inquiry, as well as to gain time for a little 
xronfideration how to proceed. It was the 
;iivife of his foftex brother to whom be took 
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me id the Marats. He faid^ he knew l^e 
could truft to their affection and discretion. 
He imparted only fo much of my fituation 
as was neceflary to imprefs her and her huf- 
band with the urgency of conceahnent. It 
;was fettled that the hufband (hould provide 
me with this difguife, and the Chevalier, 
leaving me to their care, appointed to call 
again for me this morning. I was not very 
happy to find myfelf under protection fo dif- 
ferent from that to which I had intended to 
flys however, when the Chevalier came this 
morning to conduft me to you, I was com- 
forted, and thought all wj^s well ; but, inftead 
of that, you only want to get rid of me, and 
throw me back into every difficulty from 
which I had fled : you did hot look as if you 
could have been fo hardhearted." 

Her tears now flowed afrefli j and thcvt 
was that confiding fimplicity in her look and 
tone, which appealed forcibly to every ho- 
neft feeling in my mind. " I will fave you 
as far as my power goes, fweet girl !" I ex- 
claimed; " but the mode to effedl it will 
.require mature deliberation. Why would 
you not comply with the requeft in my laft 
note, and ftay till I had provided a pl^cc of 
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fafety for yoii ?'* *^ What note V' faid Agathfr, 
with fuq^rife j ** I RCi^r received but one/' 
•* And did not d'Hermonville tell you of mf 
fccond requ^ft ?** ^ No^ certainly/* ftkJ 
d*HerWO«ville ; " ^Wb^fe Wsls the nfe 6f ii!- 
creafing her nineafinefs, when I found it Was 
too iate to aA upon it ?'*^ I was ftruck with 
this confiderate kiiidnefs, and with ftiy own^ 
injuftice to him, and holding out my band^ 
cried, **Foipvcmy warmth, dear GhevatierT 
and aflift me to confider in what place oi 
fafcty we can beft depofit MademoifeUe ^ 
Mirande, until I can write and inCier^ft her 
aunt in her favour.'' 

He gave me his hand, fmiling j buta very^ 
unforefecu difficulty ndw arofe, which was,, 
that Agathe could give no direftibn to her 
aunt whatever. Of all that (he knew f was. 
already in pofleffioni which was, that the 
old Marchioners de Vieuxchamp inhabited 
\h^ Jin fond of fome province oi- others but 
which of the twenty-eight Agithe had never 
thought of inquiring* Her letters wenft 
once a year through, the hand^ of her guar- 
dian, and flie had concerned herfelf ftt> 
fertber. 

In tbk mxt^^ diiemoim: tibc \m^xl^tiss^ 
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of pcrfisft concc^mcnt became of ftill greater 
moment ; and I recolleded an old Irifh Ro- 
man catbdic fervant of my father's, who had 
married and< fettled in a remote part of the 
Fauxbaui^ St. Germain, which we agreed 
upon being the moft probable place of fafety 
for the prefent. Very relodtailtly indeed did 
Agathe comply with this propp(al. She was 
fo pcrfeAly fatisfied of the impoffibility of 
her being difcovered in the difguifc (he wore> 
and fo certain that her bed fecurity was my 
immediate prcfence, and fo determined to 
•ceompany me to£ngland, in preference to 
|lacii^ anydependance upon her aunt, thi^ 
tinstt was no convincing her of the necefiity 
fer taking this ftep, until d'HermonviHb 
sftrted that my fafety would be endangered 
by her perking, and then idie inflantly gave 
way. 

I went by myfelf to old Martin, and gave 
bim fuch reafon§ as imprefled him with the 
importance of the truft, and the urgency for 
fecrecy, without imparting the real circum- 
ftance. Martin and bis wife were eager to 
make themfelves of ufe to n>e^ and without 
hcfitalion agreed to whatever I plegfed. They 
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ftiowed me a very decent retired little apart- 
ment, where Agathe might continue, -undb- 
ferved, as long as I (bould think proper, and 
where I flattered myfelf (he would be in per- 
fe<a fafety. Alas \ little aware from what 
quarter her greateft danger was to arife ! — 
O Riverfdale ! that I might here drop the 
curtain! but I will be candid even at the 
hazard of forfeiting your efteem^ together 
with my own — even at the hazard of being 
deemed unworthy to raife my eyes- te 
Louifa . . . 

Thus far, however, you will acquit me : 
no anchorite could have guarded againft 
temptation with more fcdulous attention.; 
for do not fuppofe me fo divefted of feelingi 
as to have been wholly unmoved by the 
beauty and partiality <rf Agathe. I muft 
have been more or lefs than man, but 
afluredly little (hort of a villain, to have pre- 
meditatedly affumed upon a preference fo 
innocently betrayed, when I- did not find in 
my heart thofe lentiments of refpedt and pu:- 
rity which fo eminently charadterife true 
Jove . . . But enough of proteftations ! I 
could not call you friend if I ftood in need of 
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them : the fimple truth muft acquit or con- 
demn me J I Ihall neither add to, nor take 
from it. 

Agathe would not fuffer me to leave her 
at Martin's, without a promife to fee her 
again in the evening, 

I faw d'Hermonville in my way back, who 
was juft come from his fifter. She had told 
him that Agathe had not been miffed until 
the hour of affembling in the refectoire to 
fupper. The dortoir of Angellque was the 
■ firfl. place reforted to in queft of her; but 
Angelique could give no intelligence: the 
idarm then became confiderable. The garden 
was fcarched, the walls examined, internally 
and externally, for veftiges of ladder hook?, 
&c. in vain of courfe : the mode of proceecj- 
ing Agathe had adopted was far too fimpje 
and unpremeditated to have occurred as 
pradicable. 

*' La hardleffe dufrojet, en fit la/urete*.** 

Some of the nuns returned to Angelique, 
and queftioned her with greater ftridnefs and 
feverity. Being perfeftly innocent of con- 

• The daringnefs of the projed enfured it froja 
fofpicion. 
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currence, (he had no difficulty to clear hcr- 
fclf : but whilft (he fpoke, a paper caught 
the eye of one of them, which had dropped 
from a cap (he had jufi; taken out of her 
carton. This was my unfortunate note, 
which was inftantly feized upon and read p 
and with the moft violent exprc(lions of an- 
ger Ahgelique was dragged into the prefence j 
of the Abbefs, and'^ there arraigned, and 
abufed without mercy. D'Hcrmonvillc here 
indulged his turn for mimickry and ridiculei. 
by taking off the different nuns, very mudi 
to his own (atislkiftion, and the exertion of 
my patience J but I had been too quick witH 
him before, not to curb ray impetuoffty^ 
now, and he at length ended with repeating 
ihe defence his lifter had made> which 
turned upon the proejf of her being lan in^ 
voluntary agent, by her careleflbe(s in regard 
to the, paper (he might fo ea(ily have con* 
cealed had (he known of it, and which wasi 
not even addrefled to herfelf. — ** Not ad« 
drelTed to hcrfelf !" I exclaimed, with in- 
creafed aftoni(hment at his inconceivable im* 
prudence, " you did not fo much as put a 
cover about it, direded to your fitter ?'* 
** ^ue voidez votes! on ne $' avife jamms 
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ietout: qui dicLble/efefoit imaginlj qu'une 
JiUe laijfferoit la pmdant cinq minutes feule* 
ment un carton de chiffons^fans r examiner 
^(tfQnd en comble! en ne prevoit pas les 
miracles *.'* This was too provoking to truft 
my&lf to aafwer, and I only entreated to^ 
hiow^ in as few words as poflible, the refult. 
The refult was the acquittal of Angelique, of 
courfc. " 1 and by the by,** he ^ded, " the 
mod important of all I had like to have for- 
gpttea^ which is» that upon the teftimony of 
the note you are dinonci to Monfieur de 
Vcrgcnncs, as the nn?{^l^r of a novice y and, 
for aught I know, the police may be at the 
hdtel d'Angleterre before you can reach it." 
His intolerable leVity, in having wafted time 
fo unneceflarily at fuch a moment^ drove me 
fa^ wildy and I ran from him almoft in a 
ftateof phrenzy. 

Upon my arrival at home, the fervants in- 
formed me that the lieutenant de police had 
ia fad been there, and drawn up a prods 

• Who eati/p^vidt^g^inBi^yery thing? How the 
^il (hoiild it come into my Head, that a girl could let 
a box of millinery remain five minutes in her power 
without turning it topfy-turvy ? Out doct not look 
feimridef. 
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verbal^ upon the teftimony of the people df 
the houfe, who depofed that a young man, 
anfwering to the defcription given, had been 
fecreted in my apartment, and afterward 
conveyed away by me in ?i. fiacre. I inquired 
of the landlord by what right he or the p(K 
lice interfered with any young man that camfc 
to vifit me. Monfieur le Noir knew, he 
faid, that it was a girl difguifcd, and de- 
fcribed her accurately; and he proceeded 
ftrait to the hdtel d'Angletorre, where he' 
fuppofed that I might be gone for protec-' 
tion. I found that the hackney coach, in 
which I had taken Agathe, had been traced, 
by means of the Laquais de Place, to the 
fpot where it had broken down with us, as 
he had recognifed and challenged the coach- 
man at his return, who could give no farther 
account, than that, while he was bufy exa- 
mining the damage of his coach, we had 
proceeded on foot, but in what direftioii be 
could not tell. This accident, which had 
appeared diftreffing at the time, proved the 
fortunate means of fecuring the retreat of 
Agathe frdm difcovery ; for not havbg im- 
mediately found .another coachj we had 
walked down a flreet or two, wh^re wc were 

X 
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aflured we fliould meet with one, and from 
ignorance of that part of Paris, got fo com- 
pletely out of our way before we again found 
wie, that we could not readily be traced to 
Martin's. 

I went immediately to the Ambafladour, 
who was perplexed how to ad, &nd very 
much furprifed at the accufation againft me. 
The lieutenant of police had been with him 
to require my being given up, as a fecurity, 
till the girl fliould be found. *^ He was 
toderno obligation to give way to fuch a re- 
quifition/' he f^id ; " but if there were the. 
^ghteft grounds for the accufation, which 
from his knowledge of me be knew not how 
to believe, he expeAed to hear from Ver- 
faillc& upon the fubjed:, in a way that, vnder 
the prefent circumftances, might be very 
'awkward.** 

I frankly communicated to him every par- 
ticular, and endeavoured to intereft hihi to 
the utmoft in favour of Agathe. He good 
humouredly' reprobated my d — d quixotifm, 
as he called it, expreffed feiicitude for the 
poor girl, and much vexation at the whole 
bufineis,' but determined to go infbntly to 
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Verfailles himfelf, and fee the minifter; and 
he left me in charge to do the honours of his 
table, to fome Englilhmen newly arrtrede 

Lord E and Jack T were two c£ 

them i you will guefs how freely the tK>ttle 
muft neceflarily circulate* 

At eight o'clock I received a note from 
the Ambafladour, to inform mo he fhould 
be detained at Verfailles till after the cotLcheri 
and, from the doubtful afped of the bufinds*. 
thought it might be expedient to fajve 
Agathe irom the immediate interference o£ , 
the police, fcty removing her into his oira- 
houfe. 

I inftantly excufcd myfelf to the c<wii* 
pany^ and fet out on foot, unwilling to. 
hazard a difcovery, either by taking one. of 
the Ambaffadour*s carriages^ or a hackncf 
cpach, from that neighbourhood. The air 
increafed the effed d the wine, of which 1 1 
had before been XufEcicntly aware to deter-, 
mine in my own mind againft keeping my 
promife to. Agathe, until the fatal note from 
the Ambafladour forced me to forego, all 
other confiderationi By the time. I reachci 
the houTe of Martin I muil ha>9e b^ea in a 
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ftato of abfplutd intoxicalion.-r-My fcnfcs 
wholly difordered • . O Rivcrfdaie, I have 
no other plea to offer .... I kno^v not how 

to proceed • 

I then thought there was fome excufe for 
me; I now feel there is none . . . Can one 
vice ferve as the excufe for another ! Curfed 
folly, to let any confideration of conviviality, 
cm: good feilowfhip throw o£ie into a fituation 
that annihilates both will and reafon ! and 
yet I was not fo overpowered as to have loft 
aUideaof refifting the temptation that aflailed 
me: upon my foul, I was confcious, even in 
that ftate, of the refpeft due to her unpro- 
tefted innocence* I forced ^<fartin to go 
into her apartment with me — how he after- 
ward difappeared, and how the artlefi effu- 
fions of her tendernefs at length overpowered 
my little, remaining recolleftion, h cannot 
now tell. — Suffice it to fay, we were both 
undone — her honour — my peace deftroyed 
for ever! — for too powerfully does the con - 
viftion force itfelf upon me as I proceed—- 
there can be no alternative; one only atone- 
ment remains to be m^de ; and that now— 
involves the complete facrifice of all my 
earthly hopes — -- 
vox,, ni. H 
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The morning was pretty far advanced be- 
fore I awakened to the horrible fenfe of my 
atrocious conduft. The unreftraifted ten- 
dernefs of Agathe only ferved to licightcn 
the poignancy of my felf-repfoach. 

In the utxnoft confufion and perturbati<Hi, 
I informed her of the iihmediate neccffity of 
repairing to the protedion of the Amba^- 
four's hotel, if it were not already too lat«. 
We took a coach, and alighted at the dlf I 
tance of a ftreet or two from the hotel, whi<A i 
we reached, without interruption, juft beft)^ \ 
the Amba;fiadour hi^nfelf returned. 

He had obtained an order to the policed i 
fofpend the fearch after Agathe; but unkTs 1 
the Abbefs herfelf gave up the point, the 
minifter would interfere no farther : of t^e 
guardian there was little fear, he was toaj 
thoroughbred a courtier to.refift the roytl 
will in any (hape, but to rob Heaven of a 
votary, was what the Count de Vergennes 
cou^ not take upon his own confcience. It 

eccurred to Lord to intereft Madame 

de Remines in the bufinefs, whofe influence 
was great with iht /uperieure of the Dames 
Anglai(e&; and he went flrait to Saint«Cyr. 

Madame de Rctnincs confidered the ftigma 
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brought upon the co^ivent, by the elopcmenfci 
as a fuificient plea to induce the Abbefs to 
^ up Apthe ; but her lenity could go no 
&rtherthan taadvife the fiibftitution of fomc 
provincial coiivent» at the choice of the old 
Mvchidiefe de Vieuxchattaps, who is her 
iotiji^e^ fnend. It was defiradsk on all ac- 
cents that the affiur (boukt be ku&ed up 
^Jl^eodilf as poffitble; but the kiterefts, of 
Hwveo could oot be fecrificed. The inte^- 
fi^QCe of Maddnn^ de Reounei fucceeded 
^h the Abbefs; but no cen&iffion of the 
feotence o£ the provincial cofirent was to be 
obtained, except fo far as that Agathe fliould 
h wojediately renaoved to tht chateau of 
iera^t, in Languedoc> i^ntil the new con- 
vent (houW be fixed upon, ** Aad now/' 
^ded tbe Ambaffadour, ** you are aware 
tkt it wauW be very improper for you to 
attend her, or take any fhare in the removal. 
Madaoae de Reijjines writes to the Marchi- 
omk, and I Ih^l fend my houfekeeper and 
a trufty mm fervant to* take care of her 
<fown; and fo will end this troublefome bu- 
fioefe; aad I hope, Charies, you will be 
more wary in future how yau^ inl^ifere in the 
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rcfcue of diftrefled dahifels; wc may not al- 
ways get off fo well-'* 

A thoufand fcorpions were at work in my 
breaft, and I could articulate no anfwer.. In 
the hope of partly concealing my agitation, 
I faid I would go and acquaint Agathe with 
the refult, and prepare her for her immediate 
departure. The Ambafiadour flopped me, 
and thought it would be better that I did 
not fee her again. He would go to Lady 
Acklin, and requeft faer to take chaise of 
Agathe until her departure^ as well as affift 
in procuring what was requifitc for her 
journey. 

I was inexpreffibly relieved by this prohi- 
bition, which I could not with any kind of 
propriety infringe j-ftill confcience urged mc 
to make fome attempt at atonement . . . 
fbmc excufe at leaft to the wretched injured 
innocent vitflim-. \ 

The Ambafladour, jniftakin^ my confufed, 
irrefolute appearance, for a wi(h to expofku- 
late, repeated the injundion with increafed 
energy: he had made himfelf refponfible, 
a^d relied upon my honour for not involving 
him farther, I affurcd him I had no thought 
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of oppofing his wifli, and was but too fen- 
fible of all the trouble I bad already occa* 
fioned. 

And I went home to fuch a train of fenfa- 
tions and reflexions, as none, but a criminal 
1 with the rope about his neick, could envy 
^ trie. I ftrongly felt that I ought to takp 
[ fome ftep in regard to Agathe^ but what-? — ^ 
was the dilEculty ; to write — would expofe 
her to fufpicioni and what could I Jay ? — 
To fee Lady Acklin could' be of np avails 
unlefs I faid more than was. confident with 
honour and propriety. In this miferable diT 
lemma, between the dread of involving 
Agathe by whatever I might dp, and feeling 
it barbarous to do^pthing, I paflTed the re?* 
mainder of the, day, and the whole of the 
night} and at length could form no bettef 
determination than to wait upon Lady Ack- 
lin, and jntreat hqr to infprm Agathe, that I 
was prevented from feeing her by an expre^ 
prohibition. 

But, as it frequently happens, the timp 
loft in hefitation deprived me of the oppor- 
tunity of doing any thingi for \yhcn 1 came 
to Lady Acklin's door, I was told they were 
already fct out. Her departure for the fouth 
H 3 
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of France, with a confumptivc daughter, 
bad been fixed the very day before : it was 
delayed a few hours to equip Agathe, and as 
they were to proceed by (hort fb^es, there 
was time fufficient for the Marchionefs de 
Vieuxchamps* anfwer to overtake them at 
Lyons. 

No farther ilep on my part could now be 
taken. I remained with my remorfe, ^d 
the api^ehenfion erf' confequences, which 
coul^ not even be forefeen by the unhapt^ 
vidim of my " ■■■'■ I know not what to 
call it— 

I was obliged in a few days to tetura to 
JLondon, but determined^ the ihftant I (hoQ^ 
^in be at Uberty, to tfavel after Agathe^ 
itnd ifcertain her lituation, fully refohred, if 
the event juftified my apprehtnfions, to come 
forward, and offer the only reparation in my 
power : it thefn ceafed to bcL a matter rf 
xhoice, juftice compelled the atonement . . . 
My hand fhakes as I thus trace my own con- 
•demnation ; for alas ! what change has taken 
place, but in my own inclination, that I now 
confidcr it as a matter to confult upon ? 

In two or three fubfequent trips to Parisi 
which the impending negotiation obliged mc 
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t(ynakt, I could obtain no information im 
regard to A^hc, either from d'Hermon* 
vifie, his (Ifter^ oj^ Madame de Remines^ ex* 
cept that ihe was with her aunt in lUtigue- 
ioc, and hot yet deftihed to any particular 
ccmvent. I b^an to hq)e that the mifchief 
mi^t have ended in the firft im^cretion, 
and that difpleailire, at my apparent neg^e^^, 
had conquered the partiality of Agath^e^ when 
i was moft painfully awakened to the re- 
newed fenfc of her wrongs, by the following 
letter, forwarded to me by Madamie de 
Remines. 

** Ah Monfifiiir 1 que je me doirt^ peu i 
^ poiot j'etois coiipable, en me laiflant 
•Her k tout ce que je fc;ntois pour vous ! et 
qo'on a bkn fait de m'envpycr ici, cacher ma 
boQte, et ma douleur ! ne me meprifez ce- 
pendant pas trop Monfieur 1 je fais bien 
qa'une. fillc qui oublie ce qu'elle fe doit, ne 
merite plus Teftime de perfonne ; mais helas t 
favois je ce que je me devois ? je ne favois 
que Vjg^us aimer moi^ et vou« me paroiflite 
fi aimaHc que je*n*aurois jamais crue pou* 
voir mal fairn de vous le t^moigner: mais c^eft 
ma bonne coufine d'Autemar, qui m'aouvert 
ks yeux y c^ui m'a fait fentir I'etendue dc ma 
tt 4 
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fcute, et qui a la bont6 de la cacher k ma 
chcrc tante, carelleeft severe ma chere tantc^ 
cllc ne pardonneroit %ii h Tamour, ni ^ rig- 
norancc— un jour viendra cependant, ou il 
faudra bien qu'elle fache ... Ah Monfieur! 
ce moment la me &it trembler; k moinsque 
k bon Dieu ne me fajSe peutStre la grace de 
me latfler mourir avant de me couvrir d*op- 
probre ; et c'eft ce que je demande tous les 
jours k genoux h la Ste Vierge» qui daignera 
m'dcouter peut-^tre parcequ'ellc lait bien 
que jMgnorois le mal que je faifois ; mais voUa 
ce que je voudrqis que vous fuffiez auffi Moa-? 
fieur, afin que vou> ne m'otiez pas entifere- 
ment yotreeftime — epuis j'aurois en mourant 
une grande confolation k penfer que vous 
rendez juftice k la puret^ de mes intentions, 
et je ferois en v6rite trop heureufe de mou? 
rir, puifqu' auffi bien k quoi bon vivrequand 
on|ye peut plus voir la perfonne qu'on aime, 
ni etre eftiiu6e de qui que ce foit *?'* 

• « Ah, Sir ! how little did I Aifpeft th^^It I was 
incurring in giving way to my feelings foryoa! and 
how properly have I been fent hither to conceal xb/ 
ihame and my grief 1 do not, however., altogether d^- 
fpifc me. 1 am aware that a girl, who forgets what 
<hc owes to herfelf^ is no longer 'worthy of eftecm , 
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This heart rending letter left me riot a 
moment's hefitation. I flew to d'Hermon- 
ville, to requeft his intereft with the Count, 
whofe prejudice againft me could only be 
foftened by friendly interference. 

D'Hermonville efpoufed my caufe with 
warmth ; but found the Count dry and inex- 
orable. The neceflity of concealing the mo- 
tive that prompted my application, deflroyed 

bttt alas ! did I know what was due to myfelf ? I onlf 
kiewhow to love you; and you appeared fo amiable* 
that I fhould never have gueiled I could do wrong ifk 
proving zny fenfe of it : but my good coufin d'Aute- 
nar has opened my eyes^ and fhown me the extent of 
my fauhy and is fo kind as to conceal it from my aunt ; 
for my aunt is ftverc, and would fbrgire neither love 
nor ignorance. A day willr come> however> in which 
fte muil knew ... Ah> Sir ! I tremble at the thought* 
onlefs it (hould pleafe God to let me die before 1 am 
cxpofed to difgrace ; and this Is my daily prayer, upon 
my knees, to the Holy Virgin, who will perhaps deign 
to hear me, becaufe (he knows I was ignorant o^ thi 
fin I was comnntting : and thi» is what I wiih yon^ 
Sir, to know, as well as her, that, you may not chink 
^aite ill of me, for it would be a great comfort in n\y 
laft hour, to believe that you. did juftfce to the inno*^ 
cence of my intentions, and I fhociki indteedr be ver^ 
happy to die ; for where b the ufe of life,, when, one 
can no longer fee thofe one loves, or be cfteesned h^ 
Miyhodyr'* 

» 5 
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its beft chance for fuccefs. I had no Uttfac^ 
tions, either of rank or fortiine, to counter- 
balance the prepoffeifion in favour of his 
friend, to whom lie adhered more obftinately 
than ever, in the event of Agathe not taking 
the veil. * A mutual aflfeftion was all d'Her- 
monviHe could plead j which is not an argu- 
ment of much weight in France. My reli- 
gion was an infuperable obftacle, indepen- 
dent of every other. His particular anti- 
pathy to the Englifli, not lefs fo ; and not- 
withftanding the care of d'Hermonville to 
ipare me the mortification of repeating all 
the flights pafled upon my perfon and my 
propofals, I underftood enough to have roufcd 
every particle of pride in my compofition— 
bill upon this occafion I had forfeited the 
Tight to liften to it. 

My only profped of fuCcefs now reftcd 
with the old Marchionefs, who.woidd be 
the more likely to favour me, I underftood, 
in confequence of the Count's oppositions 
anld to her I determined to rep^r without 
lofs of time. 

Public bufinefs, however, obliged me firft 
to return to England^ which involved a de- 
lay of at leaft a month. Meanwhile I wrote 
I 



to waflure a6d comfoi t poor Agathc, pro-» 
miiteg to fee her in ar few weeks; and ea^ 
frufttd my letter to Madame de Remines. 

My return was unavoidably delayed by 
fortuitous circumftance^) and 1 was at length 
(etttBg <^ &r Paris^ to fulfil this important 
and tob loi^ protraded purpofe, when I 
parted firom you» and fo imprudently infiftedi 
upon an intfodu^ion to your fifter . » . 

O that I bad never feen the day f .'• . 
The firft inftant I beheld her, fta^ered every 
idblve^ .ftiU I:retained fuffiicjient control over 
tnyielf to determine to fee her no moi'e -, and 
could 1 have pcoDeeded on n^y jouraey next 
moroing, .1 had'' continued true to honour 
• » . but rj& imte from Madaipe de Remii)e» 
ftopped me. 

The luckleis^Agathe had, from a faU^beeq^ 
talea ilj^^anddelwetj^ at between fix and 
feven months d[ a child; which, however^ 
was alive. — :Wliat powerful fehfations did 
this idea awaken in, my tweaft ! — I thought 
they mufthave fteekd meag^nft any things 
but they hdve ferVed only to evince, more 
fcrciWy, the irjtefiftitde i^fl^ence of Louifa 
Ritcrl^. , , 

Madame de Renite«s js!4de<l, tbat^ for^. 
H 6 



1^6 tETTB*ld Of 

tunate fit of the gout confined the Marcbi- 
cncfs to her own apartment, which gave 
every chancfe of conceah'ng the event, under 
pretence of the fradure of a fmall bone in 
the heel, which Mademoifelle d*Autemar, 
the kind coufin of Agathe, had contrived, 
as the beft excufe^ for keeping her in bed. I 
was - therefore now enjoined to delay my 
journey, till Agathe (boiild be fufficiently re- 
covered, to fee me, without danger from the 
agitation. 

I acquiefced in the propriety of this cau- 
tion, and whilft I continued in Paris^ of 
tourfe dined daily with the Ambafladourj 
but had I received the (lighteft intimation 
that Louifa was expeded there, I had fought 
the remoteft corner of the earth ere I had in- 
curred the danger of a fecond meeting. 

You are but too well apprifed of the re* 
fult-: fhecame, 

- Like blooming Eve, 



Jn hature^s young iimplicity ; and bluihing 
Forth wonder, at creation's €f)enmg glow, 
«$he charm'd> luaknawing^ what it is to charm.' 

StiH believe me, Hiverfdale, I have not 
weakly given way ; I have not indued in 
itekifig her, i& ctfttverfing witlv her j oa the 
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coiiirary, I have avoided her, with afedulous 
caution, that may almoft have ftamped me 
favage in her opinion. 

But the druggie has become too powerful, 
and you are my only refource* I have ob- 
tained myfelf to be made the bearer of dif- 
patches, which were to have been entrufte4 
to anotheTr^ . 

I wrote to Madame de Remines to ac- 
count for my abfence, and sntruiled Sir 
George Rutland^ to deliver my letter, and 
confirm the importance of the bufinefs with 
wbich I am entrufted. I flew to you^ my 
laft refuge againft myfelf — and* alas, you art 
gone} 

the journal of miss riversdale 
coxtinuedV 

Arilftgton Street, 8th June; 

There is no end to my aftoniftiment, my 
dear brother ! although you had prepared me 
fer manners (bmewhat different from' what 

* That there may^ be na material- break in the con** 
nection, it appears neceflar)r to inform the reader, that 
Mifs RirerlHale went ta England with Lady Frances 
%athen» fifter to Lord Belfbnt; and that before her 
kpartnrc from Paris, Ihc. bad eftjacd the rccondila^- 
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my mother's rcptcfentation, and Lady Bd- 
font's example, had led me to expe£):,> ftiU 
every hour teems with farprife. 

Lady Belfont, however, aiTures me that 
(he is not the only remaining example of a | 
well bred, ele^nt, fiifliionable EngBfh wo* 
man; I am to be convinced of it by fomeol 
her particular friends, who are not at pre&nt 
in town: in the meanwhile Lord Belfodt 
challenged her, at breakfaft this morning, to 
point out any one woman under fixty, h 
the tonifti circles, who was p^rfeftly free 
from the imputation of an intrigue. You 
may believe I looked amazed : nOt that I 
entirely gave credit to the affertion ; for Lord 
Belfont*s cenforioufnefs Is equal to his wife's 
indulgence, whofe mind is fo ipotlefs thai 
(he cannot eafily be brought to think ill 
of others': an impropriety muft be very 
glaring indeed to call forth her cenfure. 

tion between the Mafqols and Marchionefs de SainvaJ^ 
of which the particulars are loft ; nor could the Editor 
allow himfelf to attempt 40 fap^^Iy the (deficiency* left 
his inadequate knowl^ekjge^f ^ Fr4|pch language and 
manners ftiould have betrayed itTell* the more diffiiti»> 
fa^orily* from the QooybTaft with ihe. 4«r$t^t<nfti£ 
touches, of MifiRiveitfdale. . 
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The convetfation had turned upoa a very 
marked circutnftaoce of this kind, that had 
occurred at Lady S— 's lafl: night, who 
had an affenibly after the opera (figure to 
jrourfelf the hours we keep). Lady Belfont 
joined in reprobating this inftanqe of mifoHi- 
duft, but Lord Belfont was inclined to in- 
volve the whole party in his abufe : " foinc 
were better hypocrites than others, but never 
a barrel the better herring,*' he would anfwer 
fotthem. 

Lady Belfont contended againft the illi- 
bcrality of indifcriminate condemnation, and 
aflerted,,tlKit the chief caufe which laid the 
fefbionable world fo open to criticifm, arofe 
from the glaring, undaunted nature of vice^ 
which is calculated to obtrude itfelf upoa 
the eye, whilft virtue and delicacy are re- 
tired, and decline rather than court obferv>- 
tion; ** fo that in the very fame circles, where 
fo much food is adminiftered to fatire^ I caa 
point out to you many an individual .who 
merely paffes unobferved, becaufe (he is 
every thing Ihe ought to be.** 

" But is not the fanftion of her prefenct 
«i encouragement to mifcottdud ?'* Ifaidv 
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" It is, perhaps, difficult to bo avoided, 
but by perfed feclufion" • • . 

'' O ho!*' exclaimed Lord Belfont, 
** here's a conceffion beyond my hopes'' • . . 

" I only meant," interrupting him, finil' 
ing, " that thofe who mix with the world at 
all will be likely to fee things they cannot 
approve ; this good, however, will arife from 
the mixture, that it affords examples of de- 
cency, and propriety of manners, which, by 
contraft, become the more ftriking. Society 
is aflutedly one of the^ principal enjoyments 
of life, and to carry virtue and goodnefs into 
it, is taking one chance for its improvement. 
The diflipated are very apt to conneil an idea 
of gloom and morofenefs with retirement. 
Talk to them of the domeftic virtues of the 
agreeable Lady M— , who is never feeo 
out of her family circle ; they can only coO' 
ceive her to be a * ftupid fogram/ probably 
* a methodiftj' and thank Heaven they do 
not refeqible her. Could (he be perfuaded 
to come forward occafionally, and prove 
wliat perfedt cheerfulnefs, and elegance of 
manners, accompany her virtues, (he might 
con\ert their cenfurc intp admirationi and 
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(hould only one in the number be influenced 
by her example, (he will have been of more 
real ufe in the worlds than by indulging her 
turn for retirement. I baye always confix 
dcred tlie convents in France as conducive 
to the general relaxation of iporals^ upon this 
very principle, that (butting up piety and 
morality within four walk, is withdrawing 
them (torn circulation.** 

This accounts for Lady Belfont's devoting 
fo much of her time to focieties fo very un- 
like her, which I have thought of with fur« 
prife (ince my arrival. 

'' Well, Louifa," faid Lord Belfont, •• I 
^tCt pretend to difpute about the caufe ; I 
roerely^ affert a faft, and let my wife deny it 
if ihe can, which is, that in whatevier aflTcm- 
biy (he takes you to, you (hall point out to 
me any woman ybu pleafe, and I will as in- 
ftandy, if not point out, at leaft name you 
^^T private friend.'* 

" Fie, my lord !** (he replied, " you really 
go fo far upon this fubjeft, that you will at 
length induce the world to fay, you can only 
eftablilh your wife's reputation upon the ruin 
of thofe of all her acquaintance i for I prQ- 
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fume at leafl you mean to exempt me from 
the general charge.'* 

** You ! you are the titra avis^ and by fa 
much the more to be valued/* 

" Nay, nay, let the hope you allow me 
fome pofitive merit of my own, and thzt I * 
do not owe my whok daim to your goQii ' 
opinion, to the comparative worthleflhefs ^ 
my (t%i The more highly you tiiought oC ' 
Other women, the more I (houlid be flattered f 
by your preference, you know.'^ 

** You Would have me fucfa anotbtf s 
Aoodle as Charles, who you muft kaov^ i 
Lotiifa, is ihe devoted flave aad profefial ' 
Itmght errant of womankind; and a0^t4 f 
"that no man can love one woman as (he 4e*l 
ierves, who has not a general refped: for thi ^ 
whole fex/* I 

Fortunate was it for me, that Lord Bet* 
font was at this momait more intent upon 
xhoofing a crifp bit of muflBin, Jth^m watch* 
ing the efFeA of his obfervatioh upon his 
iiearers. What various emotions would my 
countenance have betrayed, if it were faithful 
to the fenfations of my mind ! what true de- 
licacy does this prove in Mr, Stanville ! bat 
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^, oiy brother ! if he be fo devoted to the 
whole fex, he muft have feen th^ «roman he 
can love as (he deferves long before he met 
with the ill fated Louifa. My heart died 
within ine at the thought. 

Lord Belfont went on : *^ FU fet my ex- 
perience agaibft all the romantic nonfenfe 
you and he draw from the goodnefs of you| 
own hearts, and which you fo gratuitoufly 
transfer to the undefcrving ; and Til be curfed 
if I do not prize you ten times higher, for 
being the only woman worth loving in the 
world; but you are fuch an ungrateful 
gipfy, that I fuppofc you would take your 
■ chanfe of loiing your hold upon your hus* 
' baod^s affedion^ to get the befl end of the 
aigument/* 

** I (hould betray great want of know- 
ledge of mankind, indeed, my good Lord, 
if I were not fatisfied to take your afFedion 
upon your own terms/* 

*' You'll obferve, Louifa," interrupting 
Lady Belfont, " how Harriet evades the ar- 
gument. I repeat my challenge : let her 
name me one of the fafliionable lift that I 
cannot tack a partner to, and I will acknow- 
lege her right to cavil at my cenfure/' 



164 LETtERS OF 

" One ! ril name you twenty without 
hefitation }'* and (he paufed. 

•^ There, wiihout he/itation, obferve, and 
(he boggles at the very firft," laughing, with 
good humoured triumph. 

" Not from the confideration of whom / 
deem blamelefs, but whom i/ou will admit to 
be fo, Mrs. Blandford, for inftance — '* 

** Upon ray foul, you are hard put to It, 
to go and rout poor Mrs. Blandford out of 
Warwick(hire, Vhere (he has been immured 
ever (incc the death of a hufband (he lovc4 
' to diftrad^ion, and with whom ihe livt^d bwt 
one year. She muft have been in ha(le te \n* 
lift in the devil's fervice, indeed, to haw 
accpmpli(bed it in that time, and under fuch 
circumftances.'* 

*^ You will allow, however, that it is 
fomething to have ^devoted three years^ w 
theiprime of youth, and beauty, and gene- 
ral admiration, to grief for the lofs of be^ 
hu(band." 

" Ay, (he had a mind to make the world 
talk of it.'' 

*^ Now, Louifa, is that fair?" faid Ladf 
Belfont. 

** I am ftrongly inclined to think noty ' I 
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replied, " from the impreffion 1 have re- 
ceived in regard to Mrs Blandforci through 
my brother, who met her at Lady Leffing- 
ham's.'^ 

' " She's come to t6wn, then ! (he could 
bold out no longer!** exclaimed Lord Bel- 
font. ^ Now we Ihall fee how la belle veuv^ 
'will play off her widowhood/' 

'^ She feems to have kept it in retirement 
thus far, however,*' Lady Belfont obferved, 
" fince I have not only never met her any- 
where, or heard frojpi her^ but have not even 
heard Charles mention her, who is far more 
likely to know what relates to her than my- 
ffelf-'^ 

'' How fo^dear Lady Belfont ?"— I wiflied 
to aik, Henry, but dared not. 

** So Mrs. Blandford is the only one of 
twenty, then, is (he ?" continued Lord 
Belfont. 

" By no means, there's Mrs. H — .'^ 

" Mrs. H— ! her houfe is the mod noto- 
rious place of rendezvous for all die men and 
women of intrigue in London." 

^ The more her merit for having efcaped 
the contagion. I will defy you to name her 
private friend.** 

3 
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** No thanks to her; divefted of feeling 
altogether i cold as marble : it would be 
worth your while to h^u: her hufband upon 
that fubjeft/' 

Here the entrance of Lady Frances Ruthea 
interrupted the difcuffion j but I muft ac-i 
knowledge I was ftruc^ with the paucity ol! 
Lady Belfont's examples, 

" You are come very fortunately, Fci^cts/* 
faid Lord Belfont, " for my poor wife j fte 
never (tood more in need of an advocate thjBH 
would go through thick and thin with be 
than at this moment.'* 

" rU fwear (he's in the right, before 
hand," replied Lady Frances. 

*^ I knew as much ; and if all your parti 
alities Were as well jqftified, I IhouJd not 
often cavil at them," added Lord BelfonI 
looking fo affedionately at his wife, that 
forgave him at that moment for all the hu 
mours at which I have bee^) diiturbed, am 
determined (lever to indulge my difpleafur 
upon that head to you again, my dear brothen 
He tlien made his appeal to Lady Frances 
during which I made my efcape, to have hal 
an hour's intercoifrfe with you ; for which 
now have great difficulty to find time. 
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Lady Frances fent up word (he wUhcd me 
to accompany her to Kenfington gardens this 
evening, where I hope for a, quiet walk, in 
the eDJoymeot of fome of the pidurelque 
fccnery, which. I am taught to expeft in 
Englifli gardens; (rf which Payne*s*hiU is the 
only fpecimen I have yet feen. 



gth June. — I had little idea, when I 
] talked of a quiet walk, what Sunday is in 
Kenfington gardens; but I had no leifure to 
comment either upon the beauty or anima- 
tion of the fcene; my thoughts were in- 
ftantly confined to the vexation of finding 
Sir George Rutland evidently in waiting fdr 
us. 

After what has paffed, to be thus drawn 
into the appearance of giving encouragement 
to a renewal of intimacy, diftrefleii me ex- 
ceedingly. I believe I looked fhy and dif- 
tant; I really felt myfelf in an awkward 
fituation. 

Lady Frances Ruthen foon profefled her- 
felf tired, and propofed to fit down. We did 
not immediately find a vacant bench ; and 
when we did, it was one^of the covered feats, 
ia a rather more retired part of the gardens. 
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Wfc had npt been long feated, when Lady 
Frances fa\y fooiebbdy pafs to whom (he had 
fomething particular to fay. '* V\\ be back 
in an inftant," (he faid, as (he arofe ; " and 
darting acrofs the walk, (he took the arm of 
a young woman, whom (he led away from her 
company in a whifpering converfation " 

The embarrafiment of my fituation was 
certainly increafed by my fenfe of it j and 
not having prefence of mind to think of any 
thing that could ward off the fubjeft I 
dreaded) I fat lilent, and looking fooli(b, as 
if dn expectation of it. 

Sir George began, ^* I fear, Mifs Bi 
verfdale, that my recurrence to Lady Rivcrf- 
dale has offended you. The increafed cold- 
nefs of your manner is death to me. I woulc 
not perfecute you ; I fubmit to your award 
but I cannot bear up under your dilpleafure 
fufFer me to entreat your pardon." 

^' There can be no room for forgiyenel 
where there is no offence. I muft feel my 
fclf honoured by i:hfe good opinion you pre 
fefs of mej and grieved that I am preclude( 
by its excefs, from evincing the efteem yoi 
worthy charafter entitles you to.*' 

^^ I wilhed for an opportunity, Mifs R 
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verfdale, to difclaim every other wi(h for flic 
prefent, but that of being reftored to thc^ 
friendly footing upon which you had conde- 
fcended to admit me. I have been too pre- 
cipitate ; time only can (how whether or not 
I may be worthy of the high honour to which 
I had dared to alpire. The fincere? devotion 
of an honeft heart is the chief merit I boaft; 
and fliould you,? upon more thorough know- 
ledge of me, and a nearer view of the world, . 
deem it eligible to prefer folid, rational com- 
forts to fplendid endowments, I would then 
venture to come forward, and fay th^t every 
thought and aftipn of my life fhould be fuh- 
fervieht to.yourpleafure." 

" I thought that I had been (o explicit 
with jMadame de Sainval upon this fubjed, 
as to leave no room for the appeal to my 
; mother, which has been, and is unfpeakably 
diftreffing to me. I have fo mucTi to appre- 
' hend from perfuafions, which ought to have 
the force of commands, but which L unfor- 
tunately have not power to obey, that I fee 
^no other mode of doing juftice to you and 
tomyfelf, than to withdraw from keeping 
^p an acquaintance that would have afforded 

VOL* III. I 
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me true fiitisfa^aion to have cultivated, upon 
any other terms than thofe of future hopes." 
«* 1 heiie reliequifc every pretenfion that 
may be a bar to the happinefs of being ad- 
mitted into your ifociety, Mifs Riverfdale," 
be replied, in a tone that penetrajed my heart 
with tlie pain I was inflifting upwi his. 
«* Many will beaji to you of difinterefted 
love i 1 will prove mine to be fo» Your 
iKippinefs, in whatever way it can be effeded, 
ia my firft objeftj my own, a fecondary 
confideration— Upon my foul it is j and did 
I know the man more likely to promote it, 
you (hould fee the facrifice I am capable to 
make, and your efteem would repay me." 

The return of Lady Frances relieved me 
from the embarraffment of making an an- 
fw«r to this' generous, noWe-minded raan> 
but .to produce a greater— for with her came 
Mr.Stanvilte. 

It was impoflible that the agitation of Sr 
George, and my perplexity, (hould efcape 
obfervation. Mr. Stanvillc'a countenance 
underwent an inftantaneous change, from 
the fprightly animated look, with which he 
had approached, to an air of dilin*y,>ha' 
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feemed fcarcely to leave bim the power of 
utterance. 

Lady Frances ciideavounKi to reftore h'\t 
felfpofleffion by a whifper, but in vain. Sir 
Geoige feemed anconfcbus of giving caufe 
for obfervation, aaU remained abforbed lA 
fhought. L.ady Frances made an effort td 
roufehim, with as little fuccefs* I tried td 
talk of the company^ of tbe gapdens — but it 
was equally fruitlefs; flie was by this time (6 
overpowered by the fituatbn of both W 
fiends, that (fae could make no reply, m^ 
continued to look from one to the other^ 
with intermediate appeals, to Heaven, by calk^ 
ing up her eyes with fo m«tt:h more meaning 

I than it was proper to betray, that i faw no 

\ refource but to advert to the latcneis of the 

! hour, and propofe going home. 

{ This was immediately complied with, and 
her carriage being a chariot, removed the 
difficulty of offering a conveyance to the gen- 
tlemen, who walked away fepacately after 
putting us into it; and thus began and 
ended the only interview I have had with 
Mr. Stanville for this laft wcek^ 
The moment we wer« akoe, Lad|y Francos 

12 
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Kutben exclaimed, " My fweet creature! 
•was ever diftrefs equal to that of which you . 
arc at this inftant the caufe to thofe two un- 
happy mea!'* ^ ^ 

*« I believe my own is at leaft equal to 
theirs; furely nothing could be more em- 
barrailing than your lady(hip*s leaving me 
tttc a t6te with Sir George !" 

** Nothing could be more unintentional, 
my love; the fight of Mrs. Delaynes, whofe 
unhappinefs has kept me awake thefe two 
nights, threw me quite off my guard ; and I 
;iever confidered what I had done, till your 
difordcred looks ftruck me at my return." 

•^ I hope, then, you have at leaft had the 
fatisfaiftion ef being relieved from the anxiety 
Mrs. Delaynes has occafioned ydu ?" wilhing 
jto change the fubjeft. 

^* Yes, thank Heaven I Jim is now in 
a feiir way/* 

*' What age is he?" 

•* She don't exaAly know/' 

"Ola fervant? I imagined it to have 
been her fon/' 

" No, it is her monkey^ — ^and the moft 
interefting creature-^** 
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I was too much engrofled to fmile, as you 
will probably do, at Lady, Frances and her 
friend's misfortunes, 

" But, my fweeteft Louifa, what new ri' 
gour have you been exercifing upon the un* 
happy Sir George ?'* 

'* I have exercifed none but what confift- 
cncy called for ; but furely, after what had 
paffed with your ladyfhip's knowledge, he 
ought neither to have wiftied, nor have beent 
allowed, to be in waiting there to join our 
party, as he clearly was.'^ 

" Why, my lovely angel, what could I 
poffibly do ? Heaven is my witncfs, I would 
not willingly increafe your difficulties, and 
between two fuch men, I too well know, 
though love be out of the queftion, how 
your feeling heart muft be torn, and every 
pang of it is doubly felt by mine ; ftill, how 
could I refufe his earneft fupplications for a 
favour fo very trifling as this ? It is not in my 
nature to withftand the entreaties of the 
unhappy — " 

" Not even when compliance does but in* 
creafe their fufferings ?'* 
;** My deareft creature, I never find time 
to reflc<a upon that till afterward.'*, 
i 3 
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Thb is fo true, it left me no rcpty to 
make. Her feelings* completely outrun her 
judgment upon ev^ry occafion. To the 
warmed of friendly hearts, and an undfer- 
ftanding above the common level, (he joins 
a feiitimental enthiifiafm, and an imagina- 
tion fo highly wrought by novel reading, that 
flie not only involves herfelf in every body's 
diftreffes, but frequently increafes both the 
neality and the fenfc of them by her mode of 
participation* 

^ Do not you think poor Charles looks 
wretchedly ?" Lady Frances went on^. with* 
out flopping for an anfwcr. " Angelic being 
that he is ! fo noble ! and Co unhappy ! I 
proteft the very fight of him awakens every 
fy mj)athetic fenfibility of my foul — '* 

She flopped . I trembled with eagerr^fs for 
her to proceed, though I dared not tfuft my 
voice with a queftion. My looks probably 
betrayed my emotion ; for, as fhe- fixed her 
eyes full upon nae, Ihe continued, " Could 
any one fuppofe that countenance to belong 
to a heart fo inacceffible ! the racks, the tor* 
tures, that fend his manly breaft ! — " 
' *' You do not impute them tome. Lady 
Frances ?*' 



MISS RIVERSPALB. I75 

** To you, and to another lovely objeft,** 
** Another ! — " I faintly uttered. 
*' My charming girl, how this amiable 
fenfibility becomes you! It quite fubdues 
the prudent lefolve to confine my difcoveries 
to my own breaft j I cannot refift imparting 
to you his unhappy fituation. Mrs. Bland- 
ford has for years infpired Charles with the 
pureft Platonic affedion, and returned it.— • 
At the very inftant that the death of her 
fiuflband leaves her at liberty to unite her 
fete with hisy he fees you, and paffion take* 
unbounded poffeflion of his foul : imagine the 
conflia—" 

I interrupted her with a precipitancy I 
could not fupprefe. ** Surely, Madam, in 
whatever way your lady (hip may have made 
this difcovcry, it is nof calculated for my 
participation. I entreat to be albwed to 
remain ignorant of what Mr. Stanville has 
not thought proper to impart.'* 

•• This enchanting, delicate forbearance,** 
((he gave me credit beyond my due, my 
dear brother) ** ftill enhances your other 
perfedions, but to betray Charles in this in- 
itance, may prove the mod efiedual means 
to fcrve hiai.*'^ 
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" So far. Madam, as it more flrongly 
points out the rigorous line of conduft which 
can alone refcue me from the very humiliat- 
ing light in y/hich fuch a diftinftion places 
me, and which may efFedually put an end. to 
confli<5ts ....'* 

" Humiliatijig lights do you call it ?*' 
interrupted Lady Frances, eagerly; " the 
humiliation is furely Mrs. Blandford's, after 
fo many years of the pureft attachment, to 
have his mind at length alienated.'* 

" His mind remains hers, if I underffood 
your ladyfhip right ; ^nd, independently of 
that^ my heart revolts at any paffion I may 
have mfpired/* 

** I perfeftly undcrftand the delicacy of 
your, ideas, my love. Affutcdly Mrs. Bland- 
ford pofleffes his better part ^: at the fame 
time, m fuch a man as him, paffion itfelf 
muft be fo refined, that both might have 
caufe to be fatisfied ; and fince the laws arQ 
fo abfurdly rigorous here, as to confine ma- 
trimony to one object only, I am of opinion 
Mrs. Blandford ought to be fatisfied, to follow 
the example of difinterefted liberality of fen- 
timent he fet her in forming the Platonic 
connexion with her during the life of a huf- 
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band (he adored : why (hould it not continue 
equally perfe<5t whilft he adores another 
wifer 

" This is really, Madam, a theory fo new, 
as to be above my comprehenfion/' 

** You aftonifti me ! I (hould have con- 
ceived your mind to be equal to all thofe ele- 
gant difcriminations that foar fo far above 
vulgar prgudices. Did you never hear of 
the German Count, who owed his liberation 
from llavery to the exertions of a lovely girl, 
who attached herfelf to his deftiny, and was 
received with grateful tranfport by his wife j 
who, in return for the obligation, screed to 
take her into the matrimonial partner(hip * 
for life ? But you (hall perufe a traft of mine, 
which will be (hortly publilhed, for you 
furely have a capacity for fublirhe concep-^ 
tions, which merits cultivation. I entitle 
my elTay, " The Philofophif of Sentiment -y^ 
and I truft it will be found to abound with 
novelties which have hitherto efcaped the 
obfervation of moral writers, for want of that 

• Goethe has fince founded his play of Steila upon 
Ais anecdote* 

IS 
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minute inTeftigation with which I boaft of 
having fcrutinifcd the human heart/' 

Fortunately for me, this topic fuperfeded, 
during the remainder of the drive, that which 
had fuggefted it, and left me at liberty to 
indulge a train of thought, which, though 
not of the happicft kind, was far too inte* 
rcfting to give way to her philofophrc (pecu- 
lations. 

Here then, my deareft brotl^r, is the 
clew to Mr. Stanville's inconfiftency. My 
iorm happens to be caft in a mopld that has 
attrafted his eye and fancy, whilft Mrs. 
Blandford is in, poffeflion of every delicate, 
refined feeling pf his heart— and Mrs. Bland- 
ford, no doubt, is well entitled to them. I 
will endeavour to bfr neither unjuft nor illi- 
beral in appreciating her merit ^ but I here 
refign ?very thought of Mr. Stanvillc to her 
fuperiour claims. 

I was not quite unprepared for this, 
Henry : the idea of Mrs. Blandford, and his 
high panegyric upon her, have more than 
sonce obtruded themfelves hi revolving the 
ftrange inconfiftencies that have of late dif- 
turbed me j but not yet being an adept io 



Lidy Fntnces' Ruthen's theory, I did not 
uoderftand the compatibility of an attach- 
ment to Mr. Stanville, with that conjugal^ 
adoration which has involTcd a three yeart 
fedufion from the world. 

I perceive I havetnany new leffons to learn 
in this famed London. I cannot yet be a. 
fair judge, but I will acknowledge to my 
brother, that I am inclined to regret the 
fimple ftyle and manners of Our fociety aC 
Geneva, 



iiM.**-Mr8. Blandford had left London^ 
foon after you faw her, Henry, and only 
returned about a week ago, without having, 
given notice of it to Lady Belfont. Na 
wonder we have feen nothing of Mr. Stan- 
ville : ami it was to IVks. Blandford's boufe 
in Warwickfhire he went^ when h^: left town, 
fo abruptly. I owe this intelligence to Lad^ 
Frances Huthen. Lady Belfont ieldom men** 
tbns her brother. I imagine hi» referx^ and 
inconfiftencies difturb her :. it is natural they 
Ibould. She has a right to his ccmfidence, 
which I do not underJftand his withholding : 
but I have- none to judge or blame, and 
t 6 
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(hall not fuffer myfelF to do either. My 
mind is nearly made up on this fubjed : I 
feared it would have been a harder druggie 
than I find it ; but it is not fo very difficult 
to thofe, who think ferioufly,. to forego hap^- 
pinefs in this world, and bend their eye upon 
a future date, where pure afiedion will unite 
all hearts — - 

Let not Sir George Rutland, however, be 
again brought forward, or any other man 
whatever — though I may be refigned undcE 
abfence of happinefs, I could not devote 
myfelf to pofitive mifery. O my brother ! 
that you were at hand to fupport and fave 
me I 



13/A. — My obfervaticMi^ a day or two ago, 
apon the change in Englilh manners, was 
meant to be introdudory to the account of 
Lady Sr-'s affembly after the opera. I de- 
viated, unintentionally, however, into other 
matters, and have now to relate the events of 
an evening altogether fo fafhionable, and fo 
new, as to tbro^ the affembly of L$dy S. 
quite into the back ground* Take the ac- 
count while the imprcffion is yet ftrongj the 
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occurrences of life Jo not fcem calculated to 
take lafting hold upon my thoughts. 

Lady Belfont's invitations for the evening 
were to Mrs. Burford's aflembly, and Mrs.. 
Harden's ball. 

Mrs. Burford being of the very firft ton, 
had promifed me a fcene of brilliant fafhion^ 
far beyond the Duchefs of B — ~'s laft night; 
where in faft the company had appeared of 
that quiet, refpeftable, irreproachable fort^ 
which affords little to criticiCe, and of courfe 
nothing to talk of, and is therefore diftin- 
guifhed by the finer fet as quizzical. 

Tbe invitation to Mrs. Harden's ball came 
from Lady Rufhby, who told Lady Belfont 
(he had fifty tickets to diflribute, and as I 
muft certainly be fond of dancing, I might 
take a partner with me, and as iriany more 
young menas I wilbed tointroduce. 

Of courfe I had no wi(h to avail myfelf of 
anyfuch liberty. It was, however, parti- 
cularly obliging in Lady Rufhby, I thought, 
to attend in this manneir to the difficulty a 
perfed ftranger, like me^ might be under, 
for want of acquaintance* 

Lady Belfont^s dinner company ftaid and 
played at cards till near ten> which (he 
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judged would be too early an hour for Mrs, 
Burford's affembljy but having formerly been 
intimately acquainted with her mother, and 
having feen but little of Mrs, Burford hcrfetf 
fince (he came to town, fhe wiihed to be 
among the fir ft, to enjoy fome quiet conver- 
fation. 

At ten, tbercfoVe, we went. When wc 
came to Mrs. Burford 's door, the fervants 
looked furprifed, and a fort of buiUing whif* 
per among them, fuggefted a doubt to 
Lady Belfont that we were too early. Upon 
inquiring whether any body were yet come; 
we were told that Mrs. Burtbrd l>ad but juil 
gone up from dinner to drefs ; and the 
candles were not lighted in the drawing 
rooms. 

Lady Belfont obferved, that we ftjoul 
hurry her by going in, and propofcd to 
and pafs half an hour with the Dowager Lad 
Darly, by which time Mrs. Burford migh 
be ready for us. We did fo. 

Lady Darly's fervants fecmed equally tra- 
prepared, for a very different reafom The: 
porter told us, my lady had juft retired 
into her drefling room, to go to bed. MfSi 
Morrifon, however, came into the hall, td 
inquire who the vifitors were ? that in cafe it 
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(bould be Lady Belfoot, (he might be ad- 
mired, as her lady had not yet begun to un* 
drefs, and had no objedion to be kept up 
lialf an hour longer by the company of a 
friend. 

The dear old lady received us with all the 
g2^efy that fo peculiarly animates her con- 
verfatton, and diverted berfelf and iis> by the 
onnparifon (be drew between her mpde of 
life and that of Mrs. Burford. The half hour 
was infenfibly prolonged to near an hour^ 
from the difficulty of even knowing how to 
break away £iom her; and it was coniiderably 
paft eleven wboi we returned to Mrs. Bur« 
fiwd's. ^ 

. We now found the rooms lighted up^ and 
hcrfelf juft come into them, with one lady 
and two gentlemen, who feemed to have 
diiwd there. 

Our reception was peculiarly obliging. 
Mrs. Buiford exprefled Tegret to have feen fo 
little of Lady Belfont; which (he attributed 
to the impoffibility of doing what one wiihed 
ia London; and added ibme flattering things 
to me. I was flruck with the extreme ele- 
gance in the figure and manner of her com- 
paoioo, whom I had a confufed idea df having 
5 
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fcen before, and was waiting an interval of 
converfation, to inquire her name of Lady 
Belfont ; but the quick fucceffion of com- 
pany no\y cortiing in prevented me, and 
drew all my attention to Ihe beauty, of the 
women, and fplendour of their dreflcs. 

I was ftruck with the change in Mrs/ 
Burford's manner, from the friendly frank- 
nefs teftified at our entrance, to the carelefs 
indifference with which (he let every one 
come up to the chimne^tromer in the third 
room, where (he had taken her ftation, mak- 
ing a flight curtefy, as the groom of the 
chambers named them to her, accompanied 
by a ftill flighter " How d'ye do ?'* uttered 
with an unmeaning fmile and a haughty air, 
which I at firft attributed to pride; and con- 
cluded that the company of this evening were 
an inferiour fet, having overheard one young 
lady obferve to another, as they w6re coming 
up the ro6m, " This is Mrs. Burford's pro- 
mifcuous night, next Friday will be feleft,'*" 
Chance having, however, afterward throwil 
me within hearing of the names, I was afto^ 
. nilhed to fee DucheflTcs, Marchioneffes; 
Count efles, received with the fame dry difr 
tance, though with now and then the addk 
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tion of " Will you be fo good as to make 
your own- party, if you like to play ?" which 
many had done without ftaying to be bidden* 

At length a name, wliich I did not hear, 
fetoed to eledrify Mrs. Burford, and (he 
darted into the middle of the room, to wel- 
come with friendly greeting this new arrival, 
Ihaking hands, and uttering affeftionate re- 
proaches, at the fame time, for being (6 
late, as the guinea Caffino table had waited 
to be made up. In (aying this, (he led her 
friend to a table, and beckoning to the lady, 
and one of the gentlemen we had originally 
found there, Mrs. Burford fat down to cards, 
and appeared to trouble her head very little 
farther about any body. 

My curiofity was excited by this marked 
predileftion, and I learnt that it was Mrs. 
Farnham, whofe huiband (of low extraction), 
from having made himfelf varioufly ufeful to 
fome fafhionable young men, had beea 
brought forward in the tonifh circles, and 
gratified by the flattering diflinftion of hav-r 
ing his dinners quoted, and his claret and 
burgundy drunk, until, his refources and 
credit failing, he had been moft inhumanely 
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thrown into the King's Bench, by his unfeel- 
ing tradefmen, where his amiable wife, whofe 
attachment to him is quite prova^bial^ regu- 
larly vifits him, <is often as her exemption 
from engagements, and the loan of a car^, 
riage^ enable her to do foj nay, (he was 
even once, upon an emergence of his being' 
taken ill, known to go— in a hackney coach. 

Although I did not quite join with my 
informer, in admiration of Mrs. Farnham's 
conjugal merits, I reproached myfelf for 
having fo precipitately accufed Mrs. Burford" 
of a fupercilious arrogance, quite incompa-. 
tiblc with the kindnefs of heart, and delicacy 
of feeling, which now foevidebtly, I thought;^ 
prompted her attentions^ to a woman in^ 
diftrefs. 

Lord Belfont approached me, to inquire! 
whether, from what I faw to night, I was in 
clined to favour his opinion, or Lady Bel-> 
font*s, in regard to the fine world ? 

" I have juft det^Aed myfelf in a miftakc,; 
my lord, that will make mc cautious how, I 
form an opinion; but pray fatisfy my curio- 
iity in regard to the lady we found here ?'* 

«* Why, child, what is become of your 
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memory and your eye%ht ? it was only laft 
week you were in fuch raptures with her in 
the charader of *' 

" Impoifible^ you don't mean — ■ 
tbeaarefs?'' 

^ Moft afluredly j who elfe could be half 
fo elegant or attradlive ?" 

^ That was what inftantly caught my 
attention, but I obferved befides, that (he 
has been the next objeft of every one's civi- 
lities after Mrs. Burford ; and then feeing 
ter feleded for the guinea party, I concluded 
her to be of the firft confequence." 

•* And fo (be is, both from her tranfc^nd^ 
cnt taknts and her inttm^icy with Mrs* Bur-? 
fiffd, who is at the very top of the ton. Do 
you carry prejudice fo far, Louifa, as to 
make fituation in life an objcdion ?*' 

" Far from it, my lord; you muft not 
always interpret furprife into difapprobation : 
I have ever deemed merit and tajents the 
firft objeds of refped 5 but I did not expert: 
ttis opinion to obtain in the very great 
world." 

Lord Belfont fmiled* 

'^ And pray who is the gentleman ?** 
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** A foreigner of royal blood ; the — of 



>> 



I gloried in my country, which thus ad* 
mitted of fetting all paltry accidental diftinc- 
tions of rank and title at nought, in favour 
of fuperiour merit and undeferved misfor- 
tune. 

Ah event foon occurred, however, to un- 
fettle my opinions again. 

The Duchefs of Doncafter was announced, 
with another lady, whofe arm (lie held, and 
led her up to Mrs. Burford's table, faying, 
^ Give me leave to introduce Mrs. Jones to^ 
you ?*' Mrs. Burford, without railing her 
eyes, or addreffing a word of civility to Mn* 
Jones, returned a kind of half bow to the 
Duchefs, and faid, " They have been wait- 
ing for your Grace at commerce this hour, 
and Mr. Burford has at length undertaken to 
play till you came ; do fet him at liberty, for 
you know he is never happy till he gftts to 
faro.'* 

*^ I fliould have been here fooner,'' the 
Duchefs replied, '" but the unexpected ar- 
rival of Mrs. Jones from Dorfetftiire, and the 
necelffty of equipping ,her a little decently 
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before I- could produce her here, delayed 
me ;" and as (he laid this (he m?>ved towards 
the commerce table, followed by Mrs. Jones, 
who did not feem quite to reli(h her recep- 
tion. 

" Did you ever know any thing like 
bringing Mrs. Jones, without a(king leave 
before hand?" faid Mrs. Burford to her 
party. " I have no notion of fuch Duche(s- 
like airs ; I hope 1 (howed her I have not. I 
make a point of admitting nobody into my 
houfe but whom I xvmK^myfelf.*^ I did not 
at that moment underftand the full meaning 
of this, but the courfe of the evening en- 
%htened me. ** And fuch a poor, ftupid, 
countryfied looking thing !" (he continued ; 
^ I declare (he's quite a difgrace to one's 
party J and married to a fufty clergyman> 
whom nobody knows !'* 

" She is the Duchefs*s own niece,'* ob- 
fcrved Mrs. Farnham. 

' " Not the better born for tbat,'*^ Mrs. 
Burford replied. 

** A Woman of extraordinary underftand- 
ing and accompli(hments, I have been told," 

faid .^> " Invaluable in' her domef- 

tic circle." 
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•* Why, tbcD, to her donicftic circk (he 
bad better confine hcrfelf, till (he acquires 
talents better calculated for the world — thofc 
of drefs and play. I imagine (he and the 
parfon cheer their evenings by two or three 
hits at fixpenny backgammon — and did you 
ever fee fuch a figure in your life? The 
Duchefs's wonun has tricked her out with 
fome of her grace's caft off caps-—' * 

I now difcovered, to my own mortifica- 
tion, and Lord Belfbnt^s amu(efn€nt, what 
the talents and accompli(hments are, which 
' go before rank and fituatioa in the fine 
world. 

" Do but fee," exclaimed Mrs, Farnhain, 
^' how (lie (lands gawking and flaring about 
her, without a foul to fpeak to, he ! he! be! 
I declare it's quite too good, O dear, and 
there's Jem JelTop taking a furvey of her with 
his glafs. I wi(h I could catch his eye, I 
would really get him to go and quiz her, 
out of mere good nature, poor thing, to (avc 
her from appearing fuch a folitary numps — I 
proted he's going to do it of his own accord. 
I'd give a guinea tb be within hearing.'* 

" It (lands you in more than that already," 
faid Mrs. Burford, with fome di(pleafure> 
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*/ In your attention to Jem Jeffop, you have 
twice broke the ten I had made for myfeif ; 
and here's great caflino loft, and the rubber 
along v\ith it." 

A claim of five gjiineas^ in payment of 4 
fall rubber, feemed to recall Mrs. Farnham*s 
thoughts, rather difagreeably, to what (he 
was about. " Curfe her fcarecrow figure !'* 
(he exclaimed ; " 1 hardly remember to have 
been guilty of fuch an overfight before. 

That's five I owe you> then, " turn- ^ 

ing to her right hand antagonift. 

" You may owe the D — . / have paid 

*• replied Mrs. Burf.id, with a fly 

wink to her friend. 

" Does that wink imply any particular 
intimacy between Mrs. Farnham and the 
foreigner?" I aiked Lord Belfontj " for 
your lordfhip will perceive I begin to be a 
little more at home in thefe matters." 

" Yes, yes, an evening or two here will 
form your mind wonderfully; but Mrs. Bur- 
ford only means, that Mrs.^ Farnham, not 
being poflefled of calh, never pays at alU 
and as the D. is probably not aware of that 
litdc circumftance,' (he fcreens her friend, 
and makes over>th€ debt to him." 
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' " And Mrs. . Farnham fUs down to the 
higheft play in the joom, withoyt a guinea 
in her pocket ?'* 

<* To be fure, in hopes of getting fome, ^ 
you know. The chan<;ps are all in her fit- ^ 
Yoixv, whatever (he wins is clear gain, and * 
l^'hat (he lofes (he's never the poorer for/' 

<* And Mrs. Burford abets this, at the 
expenfe of an unwarned foreigner ?*' ? 

" How can (he help it ? nobody that was ^ 
warned would fit down, you know ?" ^ 

**. And this in my^own dear England !": I ; 
exclaimed, " of which I have always felt fo ^ 
proyd." ' 

" Ay, and a good deal in it to be proud ' 
of too, . notwithftanding/' cried Lord Bel- ^ 
font ; " don't let Mrs. Burford-s aflbciates I 
ftamp the national charafter in your mind.'' 
' By this time Jem Jeflbp had made his way 
to Mrs Jones, and, fo far from turning her 
into ridicule, feemed ta be converting with 
more polite and refpedful obligingnefs than 
I had obferved in the general addrefs of the 
fmart men, even to the firft women in the 
room. 

I remarked this to Lord Belfont. " Now 
to translate that into plain Englifb," he re- 
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I, *^ I niuft inform you that Jem Jefiqp 

is ^ thorough bred politician^ and Podo^r 

Jones Jiappening to be redor of the borough 

that return^ him to parliament, and to have 

great influence with bis parilhioners, Jeqt 

thinks it very well worth while to aflume, for a 

moment, n:)ai]iner$ w}uch he would not for the 

world endanger his confequencc with the finp 

woraen, by alleging himielf to he feaily pof- 

fefled of, pQxf^&ly aware tl^at el^nt imper- 

tin^nce woj^d not fucceed y/ith Mrs Jonc?.'* 

I im^ine.my cpuntenance betrayed fome 

little vexatipn, at being thus cQi^ftantly 

tranflated out of all the favourable me^iungs 

I#xed to what I faw; for Lord 3elfQnt 

a4ded, ^ Watch l^im wjiien he leaves Mr;j. 

Jone$, 9n4 ^^ h^ ^o not fbon convJLnce you 

of what I ^{iv^ ^i(j[, J will agree to let ytm 

join )^ wife again^ f^e in future — ** 

And fure enough> upon quitting ^s. 
Jones, ^e qu^e tow^4s Qur fide of the- 
room» and conipletely refcued H^ cbara(^er 
from every unpe^^ent pf politenef?^ by 
tiffowing himfelf into a c^ir to which ^ 1^4y 
of very 4ecidcdly high falhiqn was makii^g 
her wayi mid wijt^ a half y?iwn a^4 a ftrcitf^, 
ij^id tohfr, « Wfejvt a 4— 4 |K)IC a W^W^ 

VOL. Ill, K 
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of this kind is! — I wonder Mrs. Burford 
don't cut half her vifiting lift : — ^it would be 
friendly in you to advife her. Lady Jane." 

** Lord, no, I like it,'* was the reply. " I 
told her, I would come to night, on purpofc 
for the amufement of quizzing, if I could 
but get a feat to obferve upon them at my 
eafe as they pafs/' 

" You have no chance for that, but by 
making up a caffino, or accepting the half 
of my chain I would fufFer any inconvc- 1 
nience to accommodate you." 

" You are more flattering by half than 1 1 
cxpefted," returned Lady Jane, laughing,! 
" and if I don't meet with any body^tbat] 
will carry their civility halfz ftcp fartberi I 
fhall be reduced to avail myfelf of your offer,! 
for I pofitively cannot ftand five minute^ 
longer, Ytn fo fa^ed with the drawin 



room." 



** How the devil could you roifmanage 
fo as to let that feg you ?" faid he, withoi 
ftirring. " I thought you always contrivd 
to make it half an hour's bufinefs, by goir 
very late, and throwing yourfelf immed 
ately in the way of being fpoken to." 

^ Why don't you know that I have t 
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misfortune of bettig jcouliii^s coiifin to the 
bride that was prefented to day, and was of 
courfe upon ^uty iti her tmia ?" 

" Gad, I protcft there (he comes 4** cried 
Jem, turning his glafs full updi^ iier. ^ How 
eminently well (he is dreflfed I— an<i/t-ord 
Xefwick and the Duke of Berkfiitre in at* 
teodance upon her already. I; mud go and 
make mjr bow ;** and llafting trp, be left 
Lady Jane the difpofal of the «;//o/^ chair, 
whilft he entered into a very animated con- 
verfation with ,the bride, and quite cclipfcd 
her former attendants. 

' " And pray who is Jem Jeffop, who feems 
to be of fuch firft-rate confequence with the 
women, and cut put the men at pleafurc?" 

" That is a queftion,'* faid Lord Belfont, 
" which I cannot fo eafily anfwer, bis reign 
having commenced during my abfence^ 
never having heard any mention m^ade of his 
connexions, however, I conclude he does 
not particularly pride himfelf upon bis an- 
ccftry. .His confequence has, I believe, ori- 
gnated in a fcbool intimacy with the Mar- 
quis of K- y which was renewed abroad, 

where his fuperiour knowledge of the lan- 
guages proved ufeful to his lordfliip. They 
K 2 . 
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itf urned together^ And being poffefkd of the 
happy tident of availing htmfelf of ciitum- 
ftances as they offered, he hs^ pufbed him- 
iaf not ottly Into ikic firft circles, but to 
take the lead in them: his friend has like- 
wife brought him into parUament/' 

" And he is probcU>ly poflefied cf z for- 
tune to bear him out, in rying with the rich 
and great ?** 

*^ Not a fiicpence that I know of, favc 
what his affiduity at the gaming table may 
have fupplied him with j and the feat in par- 
liament ferves as a convenient fcrcen from 
creditors/' 

** And his nichiame .^* 

*• Merely the abbreviation of James^ by 
which his cronies firft diftingtrtlhed him, and 
which it is1becomela(hionable for daftingmea 
topreferve. You will hear of -/arcA- Maun- 
ders, and TVm Whim, and others that do 
not occur to me j and for any woman to fay 
Mr. Jan^es Jeffop, or Mr. Thomas Whim, 
would ftamp her a quit at once.*' 

Lady Beifont bad by this time rifen from 
the whift table, and entered kito converfation 
wiA Mrs. Joofiis, in whofe countenance there 
is a prepo8e(&ng expreffion of benevolence 



and animated fenlct which more tbiui over^ 
balances the timidity of maooer and fimplU 
city of drefs, that had provoked, fiicb fevcre 
animadvcrfion. I immediately joined them» 
aad found her congratulating herself upon 
the renewal of an old acquaintance. T^ie 
Dachefs of Doncafter, who was within heaF-j 
ing, alked whether Lady Belfont were going 
to Mrs. Harden's ball ? ami upbn being an«) 
fvered in the affirmative, added, **.D^bar 
fo kind, then, as to take charge, of. Mrs.'^ 
Jones. I (hall look in for ten minutes my- 
felf, in my w)iy home, and relieve your lady*; 
ftipfrom any farther trouble about her." - 

Lady Belfont readily^ complied i upon 
which a lady called acrofs the rooin, ^* For 
Heaven's fake, who is this Mrs. Harden, that 
every body fcems to be going to ?'? 

" I can't gueis, for my life,** replied tbft 
duchefs,''** I never heard of her bcfoie laft 
Bight." 

" I thouglit I underftood your grace was 
going there?*' faid Lady Belfont. 

" O yes, fo I am, to oblige Lady Rachel 
Lynje, who has taken her up, and invited 
her compjiny for her, and particularly re-^ 
queftcd that two or tbrc;e of us fliould ap- 

^^ 3 - 
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pear tberei were it but for five minutes> to 
gtye it a certain eclat." 

" I Ticar it's to be monftroufly cxpenfivc 
wd magnificent," faid Lady Jnne 5 " and if 
it had not involved the neceffity of vifuing 
her afterward, I would oblige Lady Rachel 
by going too.^' 

•* As to fending one*s name to grace her j 
card rackj I don't think there's much in 
that, if it be required," anfwered the du- 
cheft : •^ but I (hould never think of inviting 
her to my houfe i you know that's a very dif* 
ferent thing.** 

" True; as you fay," laughing, " if 
flicking up one's name by the fide of her 
chimney fatisfies her, in return for fpendirig 
fbme thoufands to obtain it, I don't fee 
why it (hould be grudged ; and fo if you'll 
take me, duchefs, Til attend you there/' 

** I (hall be delighted," returned her 
grace, " becaufe having^ fomebody to laugh 
with, makes it fo much better, you kndwi 
only for pity's fake, Lady Jane, take care 
Lady Rachel don't overhiear you, you are 
apt to be fb very candid and ^bove board in 
your ridicule J and (he's quite in earned 
abtout it, 1 affure you." 
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" Don't you incline to be a little Carry for 
poor Mrs. Harden, who feems to have throwt^ 
away (b much money and trouble to plcafe 
an ungrateful world ?" laid Mrs. Jone$» when 
we were in the carriage. 

V I don't quite underftand this new mod^ 
of not inviting one's own company," replied 
Lady Belfont. " Probably Lady Rachel 
Lyme is fome young married woman, to 
whom Mrs. Harden is godd-humouredly 
giving a ball, and whom (he indulges in 
ideafing berfelf in the company; and if fo, 
(he is very ill requited indeed, I think." 
' Lord Belfont fmiled. " I fay nothing— 
pulcnow, Louifa, I am always abufed for 
feeing things in their true light ; I am deter* 
mined my wife ftiall judge for herfelf to 
aigbt." , 

We were long in getting up to the door, 
which gave Mrs. Jones timeN to make many 
(Hriginal, pleafant obfervations ; and (he drew 
a comparifon between a" town and country 
life with much tafte and feeling, as well ai 
ftrong traits of humour. 

Here is another inftance where, as in th^ 
cife of Lady Belfont, I felt ftrong partiality 
upon flight acquaintance. There is an in^ 
K 4 
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ftinftive, mutual dttmftioti, I believe, in 
true goodnefs, which outftrips jddgment^tid 
feflfexioti : their corrdbonitiftg evidence after- 
ward fupplies a reafon to hold out to the 
world, but the friendfhip h foilnbd befor« 
there ii time for the cold inTefligatii^h. 

Mrs. Jonts inquired after Mr, Staiivilte, 
ktul fpokie of him in terms of gitat adftiita^ 
tion. S^t allilded to feme particHlalr tir^- 
iumftfthce Which had raifed him high iti bet 
t&etiti t it was not explain^, atid I did not 
venture to a& any queftio))^. Of Whut im^ 
portance can it now be to mfe ? Th^ left I 
hear of his merits^ the better^ except for 
Lady Belfbnt'^ lake, indc^d^ wbo has Aicfa 
caufe to be pjibud of her brother. Mm 
Jones is aii intimate acquaintahce bf Mrs^ 
Blandford^s^ and fpoke {^ch praifes of het 
too ! Is it tiot a little odd, that an in<^ance 
fo uncommon, as an avowed Platonic at^ 
tachment between a ^oung, handfome, fingte 
,h\an, and a very beautiful young married 
Woman, ftould fectt to be fo perfeaiy uil* 
derftood and admitted, as neyer to be glanced 
bt by the tongue of flander ? This was a doc-, 
trine you held inadmiffible, my dear brother, 
when diicuffing the fubjeft tof Prince Po^ 
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iioiki. It probablf vt&s upon the hi^ cha* 
rader of tbe parties.-*^But how have 1 got 
into this fubjed, which I fat down with fuch 
a predetermination to avoid ? I wiih to efcape 
from my own heart, by feeing, even in foli- 
tude, my thougl^s back into the turmoil 
aiKl hilks t£ tbe world 

Proceed we then to Mrs. Hardai's, where 
in good truth there was fo|}y fufficient to 
&ti8fy any fix) of diffipotion. 

We felt diftrefled tipon our firft eotranoCf 
from not knowing^ even by fight, ibe mifbrefe 
of the houie* She had been poifited ^out^ 
bowevert to Lord Bclfont^ at the opera f 
" ami you will ibon &e thattt.is O0t eaTy to 
miftakeho-," faidhc, 

** Nat eafyt indeed!" repi»ted Mrs- Jtancs* 
upon Mrs. Hardeoi's coming towards us ^t 
moft ]miiiiediateiy4tfter. *^ Could it befup'^ 
pc^ pofiible, that at th» time, when every 
oee feems to chstia the privilege ctf fingula* 
rky, finr I have fcaicdy feen any two peofkt 
doefled ahke to ni^t, that 4)C flioukiJiave 
fbctod means ib jeoaiaeDtly to caitfiMur ih* 

It tunttd dwfly> i believe, mpoa tiitty|Mr9> 

fed contraft/IPCtweeft her ferion and iier^ 

K 5 



20i tBTTERS OK 

drefs: the one was awkward and vulgar beyond 
defcription, whiift the other was the mod ex* 
penfively faftitonable that could be devifcd. 

Figure tayourfelf, a tall, fat, red nofcd, 
elderly woman, tricked out by the hands of 
falhion itfelf, in the femblance of Mrs. Beau^ 
vais (for Lady Rachel, defirous to make the 
beft of her proUgie^ had obtained her per- 
fonal attendance at Mrsi Harden's toilette) ; 
every outrS appendage that could be con- 
trived to hang upon her, was added to an 
immenfe difplay of diamonds. This blazing 
figure was preceded by Lady Rachel Lyme.j 
a little^ (hrivelled, paralytic fpright, with a 
(baking head, the reddefl: cheeks, the blackeft 
eyebrows, and the whiteft teeth that Bond- 
ftreet could fupply, tittering, tripping, flirt- 
ing, at fixty, with all the juvenility of lix* 
teen. Mrs. Harden, eternally bawling to 
her, *^ Who's this?"—" Who's that ?"— as 
(he mifled catching the names that were an- 
nounced to her at their entrance ; whilft her 
"attention was fo rivettcd, to the not lofing 
fight of her condudrefs, that (he kept en- 
tar^ing her feet in every train, running her 
balloon hat into every eye, gnd the feathers 
into cvcxy candle (he aunenear. 
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Lord Belfont was in raptures. " Tflere!'* 
he cried, " that's the timid, innocent, young 
thing/* (bowing Lady Rachel, " to whofc 
account Lady Belfont was willing to let down 
the extravagance of Mrs. Harden in giving 
tJiisball/' ^ ^ 

Even Lady Belfont*s good nature could 
not wit hftand joining in the laugh the con- 
traft excited. " I begin to fear, Louifa,*' 
flie whifpered, " that I fliall, for once, be 
obliged to acknowledge my hijfband in the 
right, at the hazard of increaling the rigour 
of his cenfures ; but I really am at a lofs t<> 
find an admiffible motive to expufe the part 
cither of thefe ladies is afting this evening/*^ 

Mrs. Harden prefently bolted forward^ 
attended by a young man, whofe glafs,, ua* 
remittingly diredled at me, had for fome time 
paft been very troublefome. '^ Mifs,^' cried 
ibe, with a provincial diakft, " here*5 a 
young beau jdying for the honour of yoUB 
hand in a minuet/* 

" Gad ha mercy t a minuet \ ybj ga 
madam,' da ye> take me to be come out ot 
the, tombs?'* exclaimed- the young man» 
" For beauty's fake,. doa*t affix fuch a xidi-. 
culctomel*' 

' ' K 6 



104 LETTEHS or . 

•• Well, well, a cotjntry dance, then, or 
a cowtillion^ it be all tht fame to Mifs," re- 
Tumed Mrs, Harden. " I didn't know as 
minuets was out of date, not I.** 

I begged to be excufed dancing. 

" Merciful gracious f What, come to a 
ball, and n6t dance ! Do, pray, my lady, 
hy your commands upon Mifs, to dance with 
Mr, — whatd*yecallum hire, as alkcd me to 
introduce him on pur^ofc.*' 

Mr. Whatd'yecallum had, however, qui- 
etly turned upon his heel at my anfwcr, aad 
refumed his former attitude. 

"I have no commands to lay tipon Mt6 
Riverfdale,*' jfeturned Lady Belfont, fmilir^; 
*\ but as (he is not paffionately fond of 
dancing, and unacquainted with the gentle- 
inan, perhaps-^*' 

* •'Unacquainted!" interrupted Mrs. Har- 
den ; ** merciful gracious t why what cttn 
that fignify ? No more a'n'^t I^ if you come ' 
to that ; but I wa'n't a bit the iefs wHKflg 
to cA)lige him, for 1 dare be bound, as he is 
fny lord fomething or other, nptwithftanding , 
I calfed him Mr. from not knowing Iris liaftie* 
iit I may fay, for her tedyfliipaflbted niie the 
fliOMldn't give tickets to none but quaftjV . 
5 



MISS RiVBRSDALE. 2^$ 

that being thcfet flie thinks I ought to get 
ht among ; for as fee faid very f>roperiy to 
me, (fays (hel My* d^r Mrs. Hiirdett— yotl 
muft kiiow, ttia'am, her ladyftiip has ^unyd 
been fo kiftd as to call tae her dear Mn. 
Harden, ever fince that Kttle "matter (^friend- 
(hip paflcd d£ Mr. Harderi's fending her a 
few thoufatids, jtift to keep her o\3t of the 
KiDg'js Bench, ^ it were, ^hich would have 
been fuch a (hocking pl^e, you kno^^ for 
^ lady of quality; but I wouldn't wilh to 
have that mentioned fen no account, for fear 
fhc fcould think as I had boafted oa*t ; where- 
as every one knows it was a very grent honour 
ftrr Mr. Harden, Who was^only* &nendr^f)er, 
as I may &y, th^ugli a w^holeiak one> indeed^ 
which ydu know, ma^am, is tantaancnjnt to 
ifterchant, to havt a 1^ <£ qmdity <xmie> 
and humble herfelf to bi&i, as I n3a:y fay, to 
tflLa&vour. I4e ki^ed 4id n0t feemt^o 
^nk fo nrnch on*t, but as I fiod tohim 
ifitfs I), ^tttiful gratious !^ — '* 

Hete "an icftrodudion impeded %fae torrent 
of her loquacity s but it foon i^^ed m 
<5owfe, with, •« So as^l^wtts^feyiag, ber tody- 
4iip <kys to me. My dMt Mrs. Haitted 
t%s fee), Whcwfb *he -wfe^ your fltfwcjr^ 
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if it doesn't make your way into high life ? 
So Mifs needn't have been afeard of meeting 
with any body improper in my houfe, for 
there a'n't one of Mr. Harden's, or my own 
acquaintance, as I have given a ticket toj 
for as her ladylhip faid (fay$ (he), if you go 
for to mix your city corrcfpondents, and 
them there, with my friends, why you'll 
never get none of 'em to come near you 
again/' ^ 

, *• Your new acquaintance will have fome- 
thing to do to make you aa>ends for thus 
difobliging all your old friepd^ for their 
fokes," obferved Mrs. Jones. 

" Merciful gracious, ma'^am 1 why the 
hanour of- their acquaintance makes amends 
enough of itfelf ; befides,, I make no manner 
of doubt but there will be enough left of to 
night's good things, to give thcn% a very 
fmart hop nei^ .week> and mayhap that 
may bring poor dear Mr. Harden about 
again, for he haven't been much of Ws own 
man, never fince the preparations, of this here 
fi&te has been going on^ as I may fay/' > 

" I think it would be worth while to bring 
Mr. Harden about again, indeed," faid Mrs. 
-Jot^i who fecmed a^iufcd with this coijr 
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verfation. Lady Belfont was, I believe, too 
much vexed to have been led in to abet Mrs. 
Harden's folly, by her prefence, to throw in 
a word, and I was fo perplexed with the im- 
movable ftare of my propofed partner, that 
I could only look down like a fool, and play 
with my fan. 

" And perhaps," added Mrs. Jones, play- 
fully, " Mr, Harden may be of opinion that 
a little patience would have faved much ex- 
penfe and trouble, for it is odds but all your 
own acquaintance may become qualilj^ before 
many years more pafs over their heads.*' 

" Merciful gracious, ma*am ! but you 
don't confi^er what many years is; for as to 
becoming quality, to be fure, I haven't been 
without thoughts of that myfelf, but I 
couldn't get Mr. Harden to make no ftir 
about bringing up that thereaddrefs ^, which 
he had juft as good a right to as Sir Simon 
Plumb, as now is, the grocer^ who was 
knighted of courfe, and that, you know, 
would have fettled the matter at once; I 
(hould have been my lady as well as the* bed 
on 'em : but there'« no hammering a tade 

• Probably of congratalation on the failure of Peg 
Nicholfon, - 
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for gentility i»tt) poor dear Mr. Harden's 
head, as you ftiall judge by this very affair 
here, ma'am. Would you beficvc jw be 
wotiW have been (atisficd to tak« the Lon- 
don tavern for it ? But a$ Lady Rachel faid 
to him very properly (fays her iadyOiip), with 
what face in the world, do you think, I could 
go for to invite my ifriends to the Lx)n3on 
tavern ? And as to Mr. Harden making thcfe 
here difiiculties, it -can be nothing but cut 
of pure ill nature, feeing as he dodsn^t mind 
the expenfe ; for what cati .te fo «a{y, fays 
her ladylhip (fays fhe), as for him and you 
to go to^n* dttiM for a few nigjhts, and give 
up your houfe to Mr. Wultchic and his 
people for the preparations ? feeing as you 
have ti houfe qutte proper, withf only the 
addition t^f a ball room from that there place 
at what d*ye call it, to fill tip the yard, and 
fo htczk a folding door^out of the back par- 
lour into it, and that will gwt a' fivtejwil 
upon the ^ound floor,asyou fee, ma^am,and 
the fiapper tables in the three rooms above^ 
and then, feys het ktdyiiip (fays flic), by* 
only taking down the bbds, youll havcfimr 
card rooms in the two pair of ftairs. To be 
fure I was a little afeaf d fhe quality midn'i 
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like to go fbr to clamber tip two pair of ft&ir^ 
for thiti buti fays het ladyfhip, depettd 
upoii't they won't mind whett they go, fo 
they get iu fo t)f couffe I thought het lady* 
Ihip muft ktiow bellj beilig her owti x:rohies, 
as I may fay; ohly I krio^ ai at ISrifbl we 
fliouidn*t have liked to hire done no fuch a 
thing i andbythefe hefe Weans, tna'am, we 
can accommodate, as her ladylhip tails it, a 
Matter of fourteen pt fifteen huiulred people, 
which is the (eweft her lady(hip could under- 
tAe to inirite, without difobliging half h^ 
Vifiting lift. Wdl, ru iiifutxj you, ftia'ami 
hotwitbfttodittg it Was dl mad* fo eafy td 
him, you'll never guefs what a piece of work 
«te had td make Mr. Harden feWible what 
putpoft it W6uid all anfwer ; and at laft Ido 
VwHy believe it was only t6 get fhut of the 
teafing that he faid as I mid have it all my 
own way, for he fwore, at the feme time, 
Aat he wouldn't neither come, nor look near 
tbe hou(e till it w^ all t^ver; which was 
rtther lucky, as I may fay, (eeing as he mid 
have forbid them to break through t|je roofs 
tf the bedchambers into the hattudcs^ on 
account of thfe Kywnefs ofthe ceilings—'* 
Here another introduAion iiitefruptcd the 
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narrative i and by this time Mrs. Jones, I 
believe, bad quite enough of if ; but Lord 
Belfont had, to his infinite diverfion, come 
in for a (hare, and was not willing to let it 
drop. *^ Upon my foul, I (hould have 
thought Mr. Harden juftifiable if he had 
been a little alarmed for the fate of his attics, 
or of his houfe indeed — for meddling with 
beams is a ferious bulinefs." w 

** Merciful gracious ! but they've never 
meddled with the beams at all, that*s the 
beauty on't, only juft opened up on all fides of 
*cm, and twilled 'em all about with lampoons 
of bartificial rofes and vines, and real grapes 
hanging to *em.** 

*^ So that you have but to turn up your 
bead, and tbey*U drop into your mouth. 
Well, that is the newed and mod agreeable 
device,** /aid Lord Belfont, hardly able to 
contain hhnfelf.^ . 

" Lawk o*me, you make me proud in- 
deed. Sir, for that thought was altogether 
my own, Mr, Wultchy wouldn't have gone 
for to venture upon it, as he faid, of his own 
head, on account of the expenfe : fo I was 
lorry as he (hould think fo mean of Mr. 
Ilarden's fortune i and when h? faid it would 
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ftand in a matter of five hundred pounds for 
the grapes alone, I faid as I didn't think that 
worth minding for once in a wa^^i^nd if 
you'll pleafe to walk up, and play a game at 
cards, I hope as you'll think it taftey." 

*' I thinks Madam, while you were about 
it, it's a pity Weltjie did not fuggefk pulKes 
tohoift your particular friends up flairs over 
the beads of the crowd, for I fee no other 
chance of ever arriving/' 

" He ! he ! he ! that would have been a 
vtry good thought ; but as to friends, lawk 
Q!me, as I was a faying to thefe here ladieSt. 
I haven't hardly fo much as an acquaintance 
in the houfe; and then to be fure I didn't 
quite expeft as quality would go for to mob 
it in that there faQiion, for I don't know how 
l ihall ever get up ftairs myfelf to carve at 
fuppcn But as I was a faying, Sir, the 
worft on*t will all be to come to morrow, for 
poor dear Mr* Harden was buying himfelf^ 
as be was a going to bed, while I was a dref« 
fing at the dlully that now he (hould have 
nothing to do but to get into his own bed 
again to morrow night, and pay the bills, and 
have done with it ; whereas you fee, ma'am» 
it will take at leaft another week to fet all to 
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rightl ; Co it will certainly be beft, as I was a 
^y^^Sf to get him into good humour agaia, 
by giving.his own friends a bop/' 

*' I fhould by all means approve of getting 
Mr. Harden into good humour again, at 
any rate/' faid Mrs. Jones. 

** And as.ibme of our Briftol neighbours 
arc at Wapping juft now, why to (how them 
all thefe here prettynefles, mid improve their 
tafle i for though we don't mind parting with 
our money of a pin, in Briftol, merciful gra- 
cious ! we could no more have gone for to 
Iwve invented any thing like this here, tbtm 
we could have flown*" 

Here a lady coming abruptly up to Lady 
fieljbnt, put a final (top to Mrs. Harden's 
oratory, by crying out, •* Do, dear Lady 
Belfonty point out to me, if you can, thp 
hottentot that Lady Rachel choofes to pa- 
tTonife, that I may make my curtfcy to her, 
I was told I couldn't miftake her, but IVe 
hunted about in vain, and the Duchefs of 
Povedale is waiting to take me home with 
her to fupperj and I (hall lofe all the merit 
df having come at all, if I go away without 
doing the civil thing." 
. -*^ yht civil thing !" repeated Jem Jcflbpj 



; MISS RIVERSDAtE. 213 

who had juft wbrj^fd hk way through the 
crowd ; ** did I ever expeft to hear liich an 
antiquated phrafe from the lips of Lady 
Blackgrore ? What can teippt you to dero- 
gate thus frona all received ideak?*' 

^' Dear Jem, don't miftake me, I had not 
At leaft view to the hottentot in my ci^li- 
tics; for one knows exadly how to treat 
thde fort of people ; one^s name in the 
newspaper, as having been at their houfe^ ts 
leoough for them; but Lady Rachel is fi> 
confouiKJedly vieille r<>Kr herfelf, that I (iMHild 
get into the devil <rf a fcrape with her if I 
^Knitted this little bit of etiquette ; and you 
know it ian*t fafe to difoblige a Jiriking 
bcjtoty* Hal ha! haP* 

Jem's reply, and the converfation that fol- 
k»wed, which I did not hear, as they moved 
<rff together, faved I^ady^ Beifont from the 
awkwardnefs of returning an an(wer to the 
unfortunate query, which had fo effeftusdly 

• Alluding, probably, to the well blown ben mot 
of Lord Chffter&eld, wfa^, upon b^iog tf>ld (hit a very 
kaAdfome woman had been provoked to giv« l^er aptf- 
gonift, in a difpute at cards, a box in the ear^ repUe4# 
• I always confidered her as a/f7/f/»^ beauty.' 
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confounded Mrs. Harden, that (he had taken 
advantage of the crowd to withdraw from 
us. 

*^ I am very glad you were fpared from 
increafing poor Mrs. Harden's morttflcatioDi 
by Lady Blackgrove's not recolie&tng to wait 
for an anfwer^** faid Mrs. Jones to Ladjr 
Belfoat. 

** Upon my word, I do not know that I 
(hould have been fo good natured as to vfVh 
to foften the imprefiion of a leiSbn that might 
make Mrs. Harden fenfible of the perfcA 
contempt with which the higher ranks treat 
this mode of bribing them, by dint of extra- 1 
vagant magnificence, to mix with their iofe- ' 
riours J for I find Mrs. Harden by no means 
ilands alone upon this ground ; but I was fo 
confounded at Lady Blackgrove's fudden re- 
cognition, after having fat next me for half \ 
an hour at Mrs Burford's, without appear- 
ing to have the fmalleft recolleftion of my 
perfon or features, that I was at a lofs in 
what manner to reply." 

•* You will foon be accuftomed to this/* 
laid Mrs. Jones ; " for I am told there is 
not now the fmalleft reafon to fuppofe that 
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your being treated with friendly intimacy to 
night, (hould cn.title you to a curtfey from 
the fame pcrfon to morrow." 

** I have been rtiade aware of that,** replied 
Lady Belfont, " by the diftrefs of more than 
€DC unreturned curtfey fince my arrival and 
nn teaching myfelf to withhold my civilities, 
till feme previous indication leads me to 
thii^ they will be taken notice of. A few 
years, I perceive, have made a rapid progre& 
m high breeding." 

Lord Belfont, who had been engaged in a 
whifpering converfation, turned fuddenly 
towards me, and faid, " Did you refufe to 
dance, Loui(a, with that young man, whofe 
^fs is juft now directed at you ?" 

" I certainly did." 

" Do you know it is Lord Edward High- 
more ?" 

^ I did ^ot know it at the time I refufed 
bim ; but it would have made no difference 
if I had;'* 

** Have you fuch an infuperable objeftion 
to dancing?" 

" Not at all, my lord ; my infuperable 
objedion is to impertinence." 

" I did not know he had (poken to you." 
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. *^ Wastes fti^ DQt always wquifite to coa* 
vey tbet idea. I coaceive bi3 perfcvcnncc 
in ftaring at me, in defiance of my confufion 
and diftrefs, which cannot haw eCcapcd his 
notice, will bear no other tranflatibn/* 

*^ You really, child, expofe your igno 
ranee to a d^ree that would make me aflbamed 
to have you overheard* Do you know that 
JLord Edward Highmorc's notice, if properly 
cultivated, would have ftatnpcd you the 
reigning beauty of the feafon ? Sir Simoa 
Swinnington has juft t^n telling me, that 
Lord Edward had ai^ually put himfelf for- 
ward to dance with you ; but you feemcd fo 
little f^ble of the complin^ent, that he is 
inclined to believe you next thing td an 
ideot, unlefs your being new to the London 
world may perchance make you ignorant of 
who he is ; and I amdcfired by Sir Simon to 
.inform you/' 

. " And pray, my loitl, what degree of c«/- 
iivation would his notice require, to raife me 
to the flattering diftin&ion you mention f" 

**^ Why, if he had been fxifliciei^ly Capti- 
vated with your ponverfetioA in the dance, to 
fit down by you afterwards, and. take care 
of you At fupperw** 
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" My conversation in the dance? you 
joke J I don't talk whilft I'm dancing." 

" I fear Mifs Riverfdale pays but little 
attention to what's going on," interrapted 
Mrs. Jones, *' or (he would not have laid 
krfelf open tp this frefh imputation of ig- 
norance, qqite as linking as the firft. Do 
|0u not obferve that thcyconver/e it up, and 
hnce it down ? — that's the true ftyle." 

I certainly had not been obfervant either 
pf this, or. the peffeft independence that 
fcjned to reign throughout the dance j for 
IS the whole fet were entirely inattentive to 
Ibe couple coming down, fo the couple com» 
i^ dowh.were equally carelefs of the feti 
ind appeared quite fatisfied to courfe back* 
ifards and forwards, and foot it, and twirl 
round, and throw themfelves into attitudes, 
without the lead attempt at figure of any 
fort. 

" I now think myfelf doubly fortunate in 
my refufal," I faid ; " for inftead of capti* 
vating Lord Edward's attention, I (hould 
have forfeited it paft redemption, by the 
vul^rity with which I am apt to mind what 
lam about/' 

'* You and Mrs. Jones are jdtafed to be 

VOL. III. L . 
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witty,** feidXord Belfont; ^* but I wifliyou 
would kt me ga and tcH Sir Simon that yoa 
will dance with Lord Edward." 

^ You are not ferrous in withing it, my 
lord?'" 

** lam, upon my fqul; I Oiould like to 
fee the effiedl of fuch an artlefs, elegant, fb* 
Bble creature^ taking the lead in the fin 
world.** 

** I Ihould forfeit all pretenGons to the 
fenfe your partSaiity allows me, my latii 
were I to let myfelf be flattered into tbi 
attempt/* 

^ No aitempt is requifire. Lord Edwan 
f^ighmore's fuflFrage, evinced in a way 
un^eftionable as fcis moving a flep at 
ball, will inftantly ftamp you the admirati 
of all the men, and the envy and model of 
the women." 

A pretty confiderable buflle now occurred 
from a party forcing their way forward, with- 
out the leafl: regard to the inconvenience thcf 
occaHoned; and my attention was caugU 
by an extremely well dreffed, faChionaWli 
looking, highly rouged, ugly young woraaoi 
furrounded by a clufler of men, tfeat feemcA 
vf ing for her notice^ 
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As I could not fuppofe the attmftion to 
)e in her perfon, I concluded her to be wife 
fomc man high in office; — but Lady Bel- 
bnt explained it. 

" Here comes the proof of Lord BelFottt^ 
ffertion/' faid flie, " and the triumph of 
)rofligacy. Lord Edward Highmore laid a 
>et of a thoufand pounds, that he- ^ould 
alfe to celebrity, by his attentions, th4 
laineft and fillieft woman that coold be 
xcd upon. This young woman wa^ the 
bjeA feleded by his opponent. He de«. 
oted three weeks to thepurfaitj in which 
Wrt time he has completed her initiation into 
very kind of extravagant folly — ruined her 
Jputaiion, and conftituted her fovereign 
rhitrefs of ton andfa/hion. It was necef* 
try to let fome months elapfe finct his de- 
iliftion of her, to determine the wager, 
feh, I have juft been informed, was paid 
ift week ; and he is now beginning to whif* 
er it about as a good joke ; but it is riot 
Bt enough known to deftroy her confc- 
uence ; caps and bonnets ftill arc tecom- 
tended by her name. But, alas i the day 
at hand that. Will devote her to worfe than 
eriM-jgibal infigftificanc^."* '^ 

L 2 
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I really now teokcd upon Lord Edward 
with horrour. 

** What a plentiful (lore of pity muft 
Lady Belfont be poffeffed of, to bellow it 
upon fudi. a fool !'' cried Lord Belfont. 

** The folly is chargeable upon him,, 
furely , contended Mrs, Jones. 

" Her folly is chargeable upon nature,**'*: 
Lord Belfont retorted ; " he only took ad*' 
vantage of it.'' ■ 

But furely, my dear brother, the injury i$i 
.ia making folly confpicuous, and con{litutin|: 
the plea of precedent for other fools to tal 
flielter under : folly, fuffered to remain t 
the back ground, may glide . through 1 
innocuousr-^without ejpsntial detriment, 
leaft, cither to the p'offeffor or the world. 

^* Since Louifa will not dance/' faid Lot^ 
Belfont, " I think we had beft,make oil 
way to the card rboms ^ her initiation w8 
not be complete without that.** 

The alarming crowd upon the ftaircaS 
made us (hrink from the attempt i but Low 
Belfont laughed at our fears, and infifted upoi 
our pulhing forward. The attempt, bow 
ever, proved more arduous than he bad ex 
pefted, and mufti 1 believe, have been re 
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lioquifhcd, but for the encouraging aSft- 
ance offered by Lady Jane, who feems to be 
the Lady Jane par excellence, for I have 
not yet heard her firname. She faid, laughing, 
to Lord Belfont, ^^ I hope you don't meaii 
to give out J keep clofe to me with your party, 
and ril engage to make way for you ; you are 
too civil by half:" and in faft (he kimboed 
ber^trms, and by dint of elbows got on in a 
manner that would certainly not have oc* 
Guned to a perfon lefs converfant in the ways 
of die world. 

. As our progrefs was, however, very flow, 
}Lady Jane expreiTed her wonder, that this 
**. dead (land upon the flaircafe (hould have 
taken place at fo early an hour !" Somebody 
replied, ** that the alarm of fupper had, 
read, from feeing one of the doors open 
•r the fervants to carry in fomething prepa- 
tory, and fevefal people had forced their 
way in after them, and adlually placed them- 
.fclves at table, and were now locked in by 
Weltjie, who faw no other means of prevent* 
ing the whole fupper fiom being carried off 
by ftorm, before it was even completed/' 
** What npnfenfe !'' exclaimed Lady 
^ 3 
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^Jmfi, ^ it is not two yet ; there has harfly 
been time to fettle one's dinner/' 

*• Probably the French cuftom is (A- 
taining, of not dining when one means to 
iup," faid Lady Belfontj *' nothing flhcrt 
pf being abfolutely fiimiflied can account for i 
proceedings fo violent as this." 

" O Lord, yes," returned Lady Jan^. 
toughing, *• thedefireof having the choice 
cf i^ces and tables, is quite fufficient^ I 
(hould probably have been among the Afr 
myfelf, becaiife one's never fure there wiliii 
^cc^rnimodation for alU youkno^v; and it's 
a horrid thing to come fecond, and feed litei 
the pigs in other people's dirt^-^I can't ipaa** 
gine," (be added, " why this fooliflb wonuai 
iKhileihe wasaboAit it, didn't give a m^tie*'i 
rade." 

** It appears to me, as if the preeminence 
cf mafijucrades was quite fuperfeded," Mrsij 
Jon^s obferved. 

- " How do you mean ?" cried Lady Janei 
<^ it's the moft delightful fqueeze of all !" 
. *^ L think wc feer» to do vaftly well in 
that refped, without k,'' returned Mrs. 
Jones i ^' ai^ I always uad?rftood» the pc- 
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culiar advantage of a mafquerade, as arifing 
from tht fretdom offpeech^ and chmce of a 
dre/Sf at other times inadmiffible j but now, 
that any drefs is chofen, arxie^ny. thing is faid 
without fuch adventitious aid, I really can 
feeno ufe in them at all." 

" And perhaps you think the very mafic 
may find its way into the world, independ-. 
eatly of fuch a fanfitioV added. Lord Bel- 
foQt^ looking at a lady^ whom chance liad 
It that moment brought us very near, and 
who& face was bedauf>e(l (o much beyoad 
loy attempt at imitatuig nature, tbat it 
icircdy appeared bynsuiuaj »nd jflie ftd:iiati7 
madc.me dart. 

" Can't you get on. Lady Janie ?" brreci 
Lord Edward Highmore^ wbot bad followed 
us. 

" Quiz my capabilities I" exclaimed bis 
companion, *^ if Tm not pinioned like a 
trapaudine * j I cannot exift above atirimite 
loQger—- 1 (hall faint ! By all that*^ fa(h ion- 
able, I foall !, Tn^ perfuaded my eyes have: 
loft their brilliancy already !'* 

* A French mode of trdili«g pige<»^^ 
L 4 
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" Gad rat it ! you are in a fcrape, Swinncy,** 
cried Lord. Edward ; and, moreover, the beft 
half of the rouge off your left cheek is at this 
moment enlivening the tips of Lady Lang- 
den*s feathers-—" 

" Condenfe my calves ! if this isn't alto- 
gether too much. It's quite carnivorous in 
you, Highmore, to be fo cruel as to tell one 
on^t — ^in this (ituation, too, where there's no 
lidrefs/' 

*** Gad a mercy ! Tve a thought will favc 
you;^* and then Lord Edward exclaimed, 
with a voice of affedted terrouf, "' Don't you 
perceive the ftaircafe giving way? Loft! 
Swinney, the ftep is quite loofe under my 
foot l'^ 

This proved efiedual indeed. With wild 
fcreams the crowd that had aflailed the fup- 
penroom door now made their way up to the 
fecond ftory, and we foon had the ftaircafe 
wholly to ourfelves* Lady Jane, with loud 
laughter, complimented Lord Edward upon 
the brilliancy of the invention. *^ I was de- 
termined," faid he, " to refcue Swinney; 
not a h^r of your eyebrow Ihall be hurt, my 
good fellow, while I can favc you. He's 
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much too good gam? not to be prefervedt 
isn't he Lady Jane?" turning to hA, in a 
wbifper. 

" By all that's clever! I was diflied ! if it 
hadn't been for you, Highmor^ — fcilify toy 
ve'-acity ! if I wasn't. Do you think I coviM 
find my way into Mrs. Harden's dreffing 
room, to recover from the depredation! of 
thofe pitylefs feathers? Stupify mei. if I 
can bear the t&ought of being looked at las I 



am." 



** I thought, Swinney, you always cdri'ied 
your rouge box and pocket glafs about you, 
to obviate any misfortune of this kind?'*" ; 

** By all that's faftiionable ! I always do ; 
but then one might get quizzed byufing 
them in public, you know, and I haven't 
nerves to ftand quizzing ; I haven't upon my 
reputation!" 

This ridiculous being was the identical Sir 
Simon Swipningford whom Lord: Edward 
had deputed the herald of his confequence tQ 
Lord Belfont, when I had dedined dancing— 
and thefe are young Englilhmen of faihion, 
Henry. . - 

We had no farther difficulty to make our 
way into a card room, feparated from the 

^ 5 
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ioA^ inhen die fceoe lezbibited at the&m 
tabk fboa drew off my sttention from the 
wonders of Mrs. Harden's grapes, feftoo&s, 
tec. 

•* I did not expcift that Mrs* Haricft 
could already bare attained this fummit of 
jSgifhioQahle glory/' ikid Mrs. Jon^. ^^ I 
kad underftood there was a combioatioii 
againft all interloping banks/' 
. " So there is/' replied Lord BeHiM^i 
•* but this is Lady Rachel's own concern, 
tod fent here for the night/' 
, , The banker, and his attendant croupiers, 
were engaged in a difpute, as wc entered 
with a young, pretty woman, who was 
feat ed vat the tabic. *• I am perfi&aiy ccr* 
tain, madam, that there were but five gui* 
l^eas upon that card when you made the pa*' 
roli," faid the croupier, 

*' You fee there are ten now, Sir,'^ A« 
replied, coolly, putting her card fi9fward for 
payment. - 

*• But how they came there, madam^ is 
the queftion," faid the banker. 

" That was your look . out," Ihe an* 
iwered'; «* I claim payment of my thirty 
guineas.** 
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I ezpeded . that faer perfe& cotnpof^iic 
would have made the man aifaamqi of the ^ 
meaning that his words feemcd .to ccxnvey;; 
but he calmly faid> ^^ Very true, madam, 
tbe look out of the cToopiersy at leaft, iffXQt 
mine, 1 cannot have my eyes everywhere: 
a little more watchfulnefs, gentlemen, if )(ou: 
^eafe, to the croupiers, or the bank muib 
be ruined ;" and he paid the uaooey^ 

^ How much more niildnefs Bie.mtift 
poffefs than her countenance bcfpeaksl'' I 
obferved to Lady Bclfont, " to let fuch an 
affront pafs ; — for really what . he faid might 
almoft have been conftrued into a fiafpicion 
of her having flipped more money upon the 
card unfairly." 

Lord Edward Highmorfc, whom I had 
not perceived to be juft at my elbow, burft 
into a loud laugh, exclaiming, before Lady 
Belfiwit could anlwer: " Gad rat it ! it's too 
Hxuch ! — qui^e too .much }•— the almvjl will 
pofitively fuffbcatie me.— Pray,"ma'am, where 
may you come froiti^ never to have heard of 
that injured fair'befbre ?" 

I was too much ol&nded with his ill 
breeding to give any a^fwer; A hdy at the 
table looked round to. LqqJ £dward, an^ 
J- 6 " 
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(ud, ^ If you wifh to punt T^'make rooms 
or give mc a rouleau, and I'll manage it for 
you; Tm in luck tonight/* ' 

•* No, . cnicifx^ Far6 V* returned Lord 
Edward, ** I've no patience fdr it, it keeps 
one too long in fuipenre: rouge and noirias 
me, a man may be made or marred at it in. 
five minutes.' I like viciflitude> it prevents 
Ibe current of life from ilagnating/' 

•* Petrify my plaufibility ! if that isn't in- 
definitely what I think," exclaimed Sir 
3imon» who had jufl rejoined his friend, with 
his rouge repaired/ " Cataftrophe is your 
only ! — Fm devoted to cataftrophe/' 

Mrs. Jones obferved, in a whifper, " Slip- 
icpifm is not confined to fcinales, now-a- 
days, I perceive/' 

^ Don't miftake that for unintentional^ 
however,*' faid Lord Belfont. " Swinning- 
ford's folly m dreis and manners fimls fo 
many imitators, ^hat he is now trying his in* 
fluence upon lai^u^e, as well by introduc- 
ing a high founding word, where it conveys 
no fort of meaning, as by the novelty of his 
fubftitutes for oaths/' i 

" 1 give him credit for his invention in 
point of fwearing," faid Lord Edward; " it's 
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mortal good. I (hould be apt to adopt it, 
but that I fcorn to imitate any man. Oaths 
are unqueftionably requifite to the energy of 
converfation. Gad rat it ! I (hould never 
know how to get on without : but ftill, as 
Swinney fays, a good fubftitutc anfwers all 
the purpofc, and marks t&e diftinftion be- 
tween a gentleman and his groom/* 

** I admit the validity of the reafon,'* faid 
Mrs. Jones, archly ; ** one is glad to find 
fomethhig to diftinguilh them by. Now 
the Duchefs of Daftier is not reftrained by 
any fuch ariftocratic confideration, for I've 
heard her rap out' oaths that might have 
ftaggcred her groom.'* 

" That's habit/* replied Lord Edward— r 
" I've often told her I thought it indelicate, 
and propofed Swinney 's example to her j it 
affords fuch free fcope to imagination, that 
fee might be very confpicuous in it/' 

" Perplex my pedigree ! I (hould be 
cdipfed — demonftratively eclipfed,'* crioi 
Sir Simon. > 

Mrs. Jones pointed out a remarkably 
mean looking man^ at the farther part of the 
table, whoVa$ pUccfd mil to Lady Rachel, 
and receiving inftrudions from her in the 
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g^me ; and whofc cards loft a$ faft as he put 
money on. them- 

« That's Mackay, the broker's fon," faki 
Lord Bclfont. 

** One of Mrs. Harden's city friends, ad- 
mitted as an exception ?'' 

^* Not at all ; in the great wortd, under 
Lady Rachel's immediate patronage, a full 
purfe, and the proper application of that little 
cabaliftic word, fepUle-va^ gains him admit- 
tance every where." 

At this moment a lady rofe from the table, 
with an exclamation of, ** Curie little 
figure !" fo violent as to make fome of us 
ftart, ^' Such a diabolical run !" continued 
(he ; ** I have loft upwards of two hundred 
pounds in ten minutes,'' tearing the cards, 
and fcattering them in a phrenzy.' 

Mrs. Jones and I were perfeftly thunder- 
ftruck, when o<ttr^ attention was f^ddeuly 
tm"ned td . the apj^arance of- another ex tta- 
Ocdinary^ buflle*. ^ : agitated: - whtfper was 
circulated among the byftanders, which was 
ckiS^tby.one or tWoiof ' tfce: punters, who 
carrieltiy interfered, by iniiftiogthatthe deal 
^ouldibe 'finifljed Iwrfoie^the; (^mmuiiicatibn 
wks niadoi! r:: \' c^^::^A^\r^\v\ : '.,\.\- . . 
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'' What may this be?'' I aiked Lady 
Mont?. 

*' Lord Bloomficld is at the point of 
death," faid Lady Pelfont, " and they wifli 
to prevent Mr. Blackney's being told of it, 
on account of interrupting the deal/* 
« Is Mr. Blackney the banker ?'* 
" Not the banker, only dealer of the 
card^C for which be receives five guineas per 
iour,*' Lord Belfont faid. 

" And what has he to do with Lord 
Koomfield ?'* 
'' Only bis brother/' 

^* Nay, now indeed, my lord, you are 
putting my credulity to the proof. A gen- 
^man ! and paid for his time by the hour ? 
Impoffible!" 

Lord Belfont laughed, and i-epcated the 
aflertion. Mrs. . Jones was as much furprifed 
as I was. This was )new to iher, who had 
been oxit of London three or four years. •. n 
The deal being ended, thte^ news of Lor^- 
Bloomfield's danger was imparted tO; Mr. 
Blackttey,/wiio>.iwisiediatcly' ri^ue&fid Lady 
lUchei Lyme to fet him: at liharty. 
j-.^f :t,ctd! :l ne^TOi' knev^aay' thin^fq.di^ 
ag3;4»blo in 'tti^F '^>^' xrded.iLadjs Rabh^li; 
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** I don't know who in the world to fubjM- 
tutc in your place ; I fuppofe half an hour 
can't make much difference^ till I can. find 
foniebody — *' 

•* It will not admit of a moment's delay," 
he anfwered. ^ 

" Curfe this afTeiftation of fentiment !'* re- 
torted Lady Rachel ; *^ Vm fure you never 
pretended to care fixpence for him before; 
and now, if you break me up, all the pun- 
ters will fly off to Mrs. Burford's, and we 
fliall lofe the benefit of the night's fitting.'* 

** There 'is no affeftation in it, upon/ny 
foul ! You know Bloomfield ha!l a good deal 
in his own power ; and this apparent wifti for 
reconciliation, in fending for me, itiay pot- 
tend me a (hare of it." 

" Weil, I allow that's unanfwerable -, but 
it's confounded unlucky, that, after linger- 
ing fo long, he (hould juft make his exit fo 
malapropos for me : I infift, however, upon 
your finding a fubftitute, that will not take 
you ten minutes.'* 

" Here's jenkyrts, ready found," faid he. 

A demur of a minute enfued > after which 
Lldy . RacheL faidj- " No,. I'm determined 
ru deal niyfelf.. No offence to you/* add^ 
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(he, fmiling, to Mr. Jenkyns ; " but you 
inow I'm fupcrftitious j and I dreamed laft 
night that Jenkyns broke the bank." 

And acjcordingly (he took the dealer^ 
place, without feeming to caufe the leaft 
furprife to any, but fomex)f our party- 

" Gad rat it ! I give her credit for that/' 
cncd Lord Edward. " You know, Swmney, 
Jenkyns dealt one night, aad held the cards 
in fuch a doubtful manner, there was no af^ 
certaininjg whether he drew from the top or 
the bottom, fo we all gave out i though, as 
federal of us are fiiarers, none cared to fpeak ; 
becaufe he's fuch a rare pigeon when he 
fits down to punt, he lofes bis temper fo 
confumedly." 

" ril give you fome advantage from my 
dream, however, Jenkyns," returned Lady 
Rachel ; " you (hall punt if youVe a mind,** 

" Confound my capacity ! if that isn't ad* 
mirable again,** exclaimed Sir Simon. 

" Tve loft every farthing I had about me, 
at rouge et noir," faid Jenkyns. 

** The more reafon for your trying to re- 
cover it here," replied Lady Rachel. ** Make 
nie your private banker, and draw freely; 
jrour word will do with me for a thoufand.'* 



234 LETTEHS 0¥ 

" Do you twig Swinney ?" faid Lord Ed- 
ward. " Devil curfe mc, if ever I favv any 
thing better done/' 

" Incommenfurately fuperiative! By all 
that's fafliionable, (lie's up to any thing." 

Jenkyns fat down — with what fucccfs may 
be eafily gueffed ; but we did not Aay to ia- 
quire. 

" And is this woman really coimtcntnced 
by people of charader ?" faid Mrs. Jooes. 

" Not only countenanced, but con^ 
fidered/' leplicd Lord Belfont, ** the very 
bejl creature in the worlds fo ^xcejtoely 
good htunourtd^ andfo niach Jht/ibiUty ! I 
beard her panegyric in thefe very words* not 
an hour ago.'* 

" It would be a mortal good qiaiz,** faid 
Lord Edward, " to awaken her £enfibility to 
Lady Plymore's fituation at this momenta 
her bofom friend, you know." 

" Do, God blefs you, do,'* (aid Lord Bel* 
font, *\l'ilafliftyou." 

Lady Belfont attempted to interpofe, in 
vain, his lordfbip was too elate with the 
triumphs of the night ; £or, befide all that I 
have -related, he had indulged himfelf in 
pointing out to me, whether juftly or not I 
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cannot fay, all the private Cii^nncdions he 
had before undertaken for. ** No, no," he 
cried, ^^ let's follow it up, Louifa ftuU fee 
all the humours on't, I'm determined." 

And he followed Lord Edward round the 
table, till they got clofe to Lady Rachel. 

" Poor Lady Plymore ! Gad rat it I I 
quite grieV'e for her," began Lord Edward. 

«' What of her i^* faid Lady Rachel, with* 
out raifing her eyes, or flaying fpr the an- 
fiver. ** Seven lofefr-^figure wins.'* 

" Ay, It's a fad ftroke, indeed, •• cried 
Lord Belfont;- 

" And nine wins — tlie half for the banker,** 
coQtinued Lady Rachel : and while the 
croupiers were gathering the money, *^ For 
mercy's fake, what has happened to her? You 
know ftie*s my m.ofl: intimate friend.'* 

** Yes, that makes one fo unwilling to 
alarm you," rejoined Lord Edward; " but^ 
really her fituation is fo critical—^* 

" How can you be fo - barbarous ? Yqu 
terrify me to death. . Eight lofes — five wins 
— No, no. Lady Lightfoot, that won't do 
-^thefept'le-va (hould be off." 

" It was transferred from the ten," faid 
Lady Lightfoot. 
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** The ten loft but a moment ago — fee 
here — '* turning back fome of the cards, 

" Devil take her iharpnefs !" muttered 
Lady Lightfoot ; " if her friend was dead, 
'twould make no diflference/* - 

'' Well, Lord Edward ?"—faid Lady 
Rachel. 

" Why the/a<S is, that her dau^iter has' 
contrived to elope with the groom at laft-^ 
this very morning ; and the poor woman has 
b^en in fits ever fince, which are likely to 
prove fatal/* 

" Gopd God of Heaven ! You rack my 
nerves to that degree — figure lofes — liftle 
figure wins — (he' will never furvive the 
ftroke !" %. 

" I fuppofe not," faid Lord Belfont, ** for 
it has thrown the gout into her ftomach; 
and I hear Doftor Heberden doubts her 
getting over the night.'* 

" Can any ^hing be fo cruel, as telling me 
this in this fudden manner ! without the leaft 
preparation ! and at a moment when it is fo 
impoffible for me to get to her ! — Do, for 
mercy's fake, give me fome aromatic vinegar, 
fome of you ! I'm fo agitated, I can fcarce 
fcparate the cards. Eight lofes— feven wins—"! 



4 
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** How favage ! how unfeeling ! to alarm 
her in this dreadful manner," was muttered 
round the table; ** flie'll never be able to 
goon." ' 

The inftant the deal was ended, (he called 

L for the groom of the chambers, and ordered 

IPlim to find fomebody immediately to fend 

to Lady Plymore's, to inquire whether (he 

1 were ftill alive: " Let them be quick,*' fhe 

added, •* for I (hall fcarcely exift myfelf till 

1 get the anfwer." 

And then — llie began a fre(h deal. 

** There ! Finis coronat opus '" exclaimed 
Lord Belfont, as he came back to us. 

I really had feen quite enough, and was 
very earned that we might get away before 
fupper, as both Mrs. Jones and Lady Bel- 
font appeared as tired as myfelf. 

We did fo. — And now, my de^reft bro- 
ther, will you give me credit for fome com- 
mand over myfelf, in having been able to 
narrate the occurrences of the evening fo fuc- 
cindly, when I inform you, that it con- 
cluded with our finding Mr. Stanville in at- 
tendance upon Mrs. Blandford, who was 
waiting for her carriage in an outer room ? — 

Tbey both tcftificd furprife to fee our 
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party : Lady Belfont, not lefs, to find Mrs. 
Blandford was in town. •* Bufinefs had 
called her up, and cngrofled her time," Ihc 
faid. Mutual civilities paffed — we were in- 
troduced to each other. Mr. Stanvillc ap- 
peared cmbarraffed, and fcarcely fpoke. 

I do not find niyfelf equal to giving an 
opinion of her yet — my mind is not at eafc. 



17 /A June. — I am glad — very glad, that I 
did not proceed to give you my opinion of 
Mrs. Blandford, on Friday, my dear brother. 
I fliould not have done her juftice : and how 
mean ! iiow narrow minded ! how envious 
(hould I have appeared ! She dined here 
yefterday, and foon compelled me to admit 
her to be an that you, Lady Belfont, and 
Mr. Stanville think her ; eminently accocn* 
pUftied, agreeable, ferrfible, unaflTuming ; the 
mod animated expreffion of countenance. — 
All this I fee, and acknowledge. She put her* 
ftlf forward to nie,' too,^in ^a very marked, 
obliging manner. — I know riot how it was— 
I wanted courage to meet her advarices*-r 
■^. I arti not, I tiaift,. hy nature ungrateful, 
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but I (hrunk into my own infignificance. A 
woman of umferflanding fo very fuperiour, 
however (he may veil it with ntodefty, muft 
hold others cheap. I never felt fa com- 
pletely filly — fo utterly at a lofs. Mrs. 
Blandford was all condefcenfiorf, and feemed 
' determined to conquer my embarraflment ; 
but, accuftomed to convcrfation fo brilliant, 
fo animated, as that of Mr. Stanville^^ I am 
convinced fhe muft think me a fool. She 
fpoke to me of you> too — had been ftruck 
with your manner, and the lively, peculiar 
tern of your obfervations. Mr. Stanville 
joined in your praife— even this could not 
fet me at eafe. 

Lady Belfont looked at me with aftofiifli- 
ment. 

Lady Frances Ruthen^ was conviiiced I 
muft be ill. Had I the head-ach .^ — ^eaten 
fomething that had difagreed with me, per- 
haps ? — or was I nervcTus ? She had never 
feen me fo low before, and it made hef 
wretched; (h« protefted (he could not touch 
another morfel, if f continued to look fo. ' 

Nothing but' a ftrong fenfe of how rhuch 
I fliould cxpofe myfelf, faved me from tears 
of vexation at her officious kiiidnefs. 
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Mr. Stanvillc fat next to Mrs. Blandford 
at table ; t wa? oppofite : fome whifpering 
converfation paffcd between them, of which 
I am certain I was the objed:. His eyes 
turned upon me, with an expreflion, border- 
ing, I thought, upon compaffion. I judged 
he was endeavourihg to apolc^ife for the uo- 
accountable appearance I made — I felt hym* 
bled to the duft, and was ready to fink. Can 
you, Henry ? — Can any mort^ tell me why ? 

Lady Frances repeated her perfecutiop, 
" You are not well, my lovely Mifs Riverf- 
dale! I cannot be miftaken in it — let me 
attend you into the next room." 

I declir^ed the offer, with, I fear, a tone 
of pettiflbnefs; for Lady. Belfont now inter- ' 
pofed, and kindly faid, " Take a little m^* 
deira, Louifa, and let me entreat you to 
bear up againft this anxiety: had I been 
aware your difappointment of a letter frdm^ 
Madame de Sainval had funk fo deep, I 
(hould have made a point of arguing you ' 
into a little more ph'ilofophy this n^orningV'. 

*< Good Heaven 1" exclaimed the parti- 
cipating Lady Frances, " is Louifa upmn the 
rack of friendfliip ? I (hould fink under^ the 
dreadful anxiety j and fucb an enchanting, 



iaiciiiattfig little aagel as Madame 6t Sainval 
is ! I don^t tbmk 1 ever was fo captivated ac 
firft fight.'' 

** Certainly not above fifty times before,** 
laid Lord Belfont, who has not a more fa- 
vourite theme than bis filler's fufceptibilities^ 
which (he never fails to defdnd with an earn- 
eftne6 that proved highly ierviceable to me 
m the prefent in^nce, as it withdrew all 
attention from^ me, and gave me time to 
recover. 

I had, indeed, been exceffively dilap- 

|)ointed in the morning, at the want of a kt- 

Iter from my friend, whofe filence of three 

meks is really alarming s ftill I do net pre« 

pod to attribute my folly altogether to that; 

bough I certainly felt relieved by having any 

bottve affigned, and very grateful to Lady 

^ont for the fuggeftion ; indeed not with^ 

HI fome hope^^at (be herfelf believed the 

lufe to b^ what (he faid ;-*and am I thea 

iftiing to (hrink from Lady Belfont's inve{^ 

gfation? Alas, my brother! I begin to 

link ffaeanly of myfelf j— is it not precifely 

i ber ikzt I ought to fly. for iupport ? Wha 

i judicious? fo kindhearted ? fb calculated 

po leftore me to reafon and peace ? Yet the 

VOL, III. M 
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(ingle clrcumiUnce of [bfs beii^ fak fifbr 
rf^m$1to check aUpoffibilky oftUfclorure.— 
Were (he any thing elfe, I fliould not hcfi- 
tate to coafefs -mf ficrf!y^Tr-my wteknefs 5 but 
as it is— break, wnyward heart! there fe no 

refource left* . . 

♦ ♦ * * ♦ 

When we retired to cdffee^ Lswly Belfont 
&t down to her frame, aod caHed formy 
affiftaoce; Mrs. Blmidfotd likewife offered 
hers, and we all three fat to work. 

Fortunately, Lady Frances was extrenwly 
intercfted in the conclufion of a novel, with 
which rhe retired into the dreffing roomj 
and LadyJBelfont inftantly refumed the fub- 
jeA of Madame dcSainval, and gave me 
praifes fo much beyond oiy due, for haviag 
Iieen the happy means of bringing about tbo 
leconctliatbn^ that I (hould haire felt call* 
upon to difclaim them, but for the con; 
oufnefs how much I required to be raifed 
Mrs. Biandford's opinion, and I let thca 
pafs with a quietnefs, which I now again &tf 
might be conftrucd into ccaKcit.^ 

Mrs. Biandford, however, joined pro&fi^ 
in the commendations, and ehcouragipg^ 
obfcrvwl, how ** a good heart and iouni 



I 
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/ndgmeat, urged into aftion by friendly zeal, 
might occafionally fupply the want of expe* 
licnce-— what knowledge of the world could 
have prompted a better mode of turning 
Monficur dc SainVal's unguarded declaration 
to advantage, than folicitudc for her friend 
iflftinftiveiy foggefted to Mifs Riverfdale ?'' 
** The happy refult may, however, have 
anlen quite as much from the unexpeded 
dlfcovery of Madame de Sainval's attach- 
ment to him, in the fituation (he was thrown 
into by the felfe repoi^t of the duel," I ob- 
fervcd. 

« Still," replied Mrs. Blandfotd, " you 
paved the way for giving that imprefSon its 
■feu cffeft, and now enjoy the very peculiar 
Aisfaftion of refledting that your idea is fq 
=fotcrwoven wkh tlie happinefs of .your two 
friends, that the more they love each other, 
Ae more you are entwined round the hearts 
rfboth; ftwrl cannot fuppofe you infenfiblc 
t^ the gratification arifing from the cohfci- 
nef^ of having converted Monficur de 
[V2i*s,tob tender jidmiration into virtudus 
;nd(hip, founded in the moil merited 



icem/* 



All that Lady Frances Ruthen had faid, 
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ruthed full upon my mind^ and I wouH 
have ^ven the world to have known accu- 
rately Mrs. Blandford's idea t>f the degree of 
-friendflbip admiffible in parties fo (ituatedi 
but my courage failed me ; I could not even 
truft myfelf to fpeak upon the fubjed, left I 
might have incurred the fufpicion of glancing 
at herfelf and Mr. Stanville. 

The gentlemen came up without Mr. 
StanviUe. "What's become of Charles?" 
laid Lady Belfont. *' I thought ta have 
found him hefc/* replied Lord Belfont i "he 
followed you almofl immediately when you 
left, the room.'* Mrs. Blandford fmilcd. 
Gonfcious that I felt difappointed, I con- 
cluded I looked /bf and conftrued it into a 
fmile of triumph. " Surely generofity, 
however, will not be added to the lift of her 
perfedions/' I thought. 

In five minutes Mr. StanviUe appeared, 
with a letter in his hand. ** How truly 
happy .^m 1," he cried, ^* to bring relief to 
Mifs Riverfdale;*s mind!" and he prefentcd 
me with a letter from Madame de Sainvai, 
which had lain fome days at the fecrctary of 
_ ftate^s office, from an awkwardnels in the 
' direi^ion* The poffibility of fucfa a circiNa^* 
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ftince had occurred to Mr. Stanville, and h<f 
had gone down himfelf to make the in- 
quiry. 
Surprife — plcafure— Iharne • . . . 



N. B. The fieet. ends with tkefe wordSf 
md the following Jheet^ and perhaps m^rd 
than one, is m^ng ; for the next thatfeems 
tg come iuj according to the order of time^ 
is not rmmbered^ and begins abruptly, in the 
m^le of a cotwerfation bettpeen Mifs. Mi: 
verfdale and Lady. Belfont. 



■ ** If I have fucceedcd, my 

dcareft child, in convincing you that I can 
fay afide the lifter, and confider the circum- 
ftance as I wbuld do, if wholly unconneded 
with Charles, and your happinefs my folc 
obje^, .will you now ptove it to me, ty 
placing confidence fufficient in my advice, to 
abide by it, however painful the ftruggle t<> 
which it may condemn you ?/* 
^^ I truft I (hall not want .firmnefs to aft 
M 3 
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pp to what Lady Belfont .xn^> think it fit* 
ceflaiy to didate/* 

'* I have undertaken an arduous taik) 
Louifa ; but your peace of mind is( of too 
much moment tb nie> to fhrink from it, 
though a decreafe in your affeftion for me 
fliould^ even for a time, be the refult.'* 

*• Inde^^hdeed madam, you do me 
injuftice by fuch a fuppbfitioii j^* and I fell 
upon her neck in tears; ** never did you 
pve me a more unequivocal proof of your 
regard, than m this painful inftknces and 
never was my heart m<wre fenfible of it— biit 
I am fo humbled— and fo wretched^ rfcarce 
know what I fay/* 

*^ Wretched, I too well fee you are; but 
why humbled, my Louiik? Surely 1 may, 
with the utmoft impartiality fay, that 
Charles juftifies the preference your feeling 
heart grants him^ by every quality that can 
or may command admiration and cfteem, 
and the impreflion you have evidently made 
upon him — " 

. " The impreflion ! I — O Lady Bel- 
font !— '* 

" What may this furprifc mean, Louifa? 
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Sorely you aipeiiot to lean> Ifte ftate of my 
unhappy brother's nrnd, and' th« ftruggJe^ 
by which he has bfe^n agitatifl evtr fince hw 
acqjiaiatancc witt ypW!" - ' 

" I will not dtny tllat 1 have at times ^ 
filtered myfelf-^hat is, I mean, imagined 
I perceived marks of predilediiin — but'tb 
what extent — or how combated, and wby-4- 
J Imt never received tfee ilfgkeft' hint."" 

" Now, indeed, you-aftonifh me j t could 
not have conceived his Ceilf'^^Ktimand to have 
gone fo far-^*! and (herpaUttd. . 

^^VLady Fmrrces Ruthen, indeed— liinted 
it an etig(^emeiit<^with Mrs* B)an<#)fd>^' I 
hcfitatinj^y faid. ' - •/ 

^ Mrs. glandfoiti^ Of air Lady Frances^ 
whims, this is furely the'tt^dft cxtraoidinary. 
Mrs. Blandford is, 1 beliete'^indeid, more 
entirely in h» confidence than' ahy oth^rpei^- 
ioa whatevdv ind^s well^ etiHtl^ to itv ;^ Wt 
was educated wftb- ii^<llu<bafe^, ai*d frddi 
the hour of , their: marriage cohfidered and 
treated as the brother of botli > and at onfe 
moment of unfounded jedoufy on Mr. 
Biandford's part, Charles had the^Ood for- 
tune to be able to undeceive him, and placre 
W 4 ^ 
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Mrs. Blandford's virtues in a li^t fa confpi- 
€Uous> that be increafed the gratitude of 
both ; and from that time their intercourfe 
became fo confidential^ they ieemed to have 
but one foul among them." 
. '* Still Mrs. Blandford's friend(bip for 
bim had been fuch as to alarm her buf^ 
band/* 

** Not iot^ Am; he was not the objeA of 
jealoufy» but the allayer c^ It.** 
^ *• What eminent control Over berfelf does 
Mn. Blandford add to all her other virtues!" 

•* Do you ipean that it required great 
aommand of herfelf not to faU^in love with 
Cbarles, while (be was paffionately attached 
to her own hufband ? Ah» my poor JLouiia! 
irrcfiftible indeed jeou muft deem him !-' 

I felt myfelf turn fcarlct, with the con^* 
oufnefs of what my obfervation betrayed: 
jMy confufion was fo great, that Lady 3^' 
(put feemed hurt to have occafiomd^ Jt> a^nd 
endeavoured to relieve. if in the mod delicate 
maaner» by recurring to what Mrs. Bland- 
ford has imparted relative to Mr. Staaviile'^ 
fituatior^ — and after all, it amounts tojsb 
.mqre than that there is a. //e which njuft^ 
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preclude Louifa-^but of what nature, Mrs. - 
Blandfofd did not think berfelf at liberty to 
betray to Lady Belfont. 

What ftrange rhyftery hang^s over it ! and* 
how could a man of his fenfc— worth — deli- 
oLcy, involve himfclf in a manner which thus 
fhuDs the light ? 

I ventured, ta make this obfervation to 
Lady Belfontj almoft-wilhing her tac9ncurr 
in ^xing blame, that might aflift me to 
fbbdue the imprcffion which it feems I now 
even betray to byjlanders. Time, indeed^ 
that I (hould flee ! which was in fad the pro*' 
polal to which this converfetion ultim&telf 
tended; foftened, however, by all that friencf- 
ftip could fuggeft, t6 fave me from the hu- 
miliation of underftandifig it to be for my 
own fake. It originated^ fee faid> in her 
kaowledge of the fevere conl^H;^ to which 
Mr.Stanville is a prey ; the J^vowed neceN 
fity of his going abroad, and the impoffibility 
to determine upon doing fa whilft \ remaih 
ift London. More riian once has the day 
keen fixed, and orders for the neceflaiy^ prc«» 
paiations given; aftd when the travellings 
^mia^ bas come to the door>. he has Bot 
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had the refolution to ftep into it, and fent it 
away. 

Shall I own to you, nay dcarcft friend, 
^at I found myfel^ inexpreffibly foothecH 
at what?— to know myfelf ^o be the caufcof 
didre^ to a man for whofe b^ppinefs I would 
readily lay down my life ? Strange inconfift- 
wicy ! Ungenerous I— fclfifti !— Are thefe the 
genuine emanations of a heart which, in 
my vain boaftings, I hav/; dared to pro- 
lH)unce good ? Alas, what a detedor of evil 
propeniities b-^Love — fince I muft at length 
bring myfelf to avow its dreaded influence* 
Pid Yorick fay it was the iburce of benevo- 
lent fenfibility ? Fortunate love he muft have 
weaot then, if he were an accurate inyefti* 
gator I for in me it has only brought to light, 
<nvy— meannefs — cruelty. — ^Ah, my brother, 
3bowjuftlydid I deprecate the tyraimyyou 
ha4<Iecorated with fuch glowing colours \ 

One good propcnfity, however, I truft^ 
mtt remains and that is, the wi(h to con- 
quer my faults as I difcover them: I will 
labour to fubdue i^l thel^b, newly awakeoed 
^tknefles. 
^ I kskst entirely acquiefc^ Jin ^ idea of 
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leartng London, and propofe vl^M^ iisidi^ 
Maiy Malcolm, whoTe fedate ^goi&d (Mfti 
and jodiciom fricndflbip^ will a0iil me in the 
difficult tafli of regulating my heart and af-^ 
feftions: fiie, wbofe fuflferings were ^f d 
fimilar mature for ib -nutiy years, whofe pa^ 
tient endurance, Whofe fortitude, wh^fe €^ 
interefiednefs form fuch k contraft with thi 
narrow minded Louiia^ 

And Mrs. Blandford, too t ^mild, toiiabfe*. 
flipprioui^ woman ! I look back td'the ti¥g^ 
gardly praif#X Bellowed tipon he#, but'ftt lew 
pages before, and bkfh^ — ^how fhall t'^nSW^be 
able to atone for my backwardnefe in refttjA 
to adl her Gondefcending advances ^* t - 

Lady Belfi^nt ap^ve^ 0^ tny going i& 
JLady ,Maiy Mal^lm: I have wmten thi% 
monxtng to-niake tbeof&r^ and already find 
Belief in the profpcft. I hope Lady Belfefit 
is convinced that my fenfc of her goo^lnefs iS 
what it ought to be; indeed flie a&s the 
part of the moil attentive parent j 1 know- 
that rfiy welfare is her objcft^^itt,'- Henry,. 
i think 1 dete<5t a^yiew beyond what Ihe 
qmtfii avows. Sir .George Rullan^^ lanks 
hi^ in her ifttem i fl^c cfteii miijes himi 
^ thterafe;, and^-is lavifli. in his^jE^raJfe j, tvcik 
M 6 
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ill fome points mfing him ^ove Mr. Stan-* 
viUe, wbofe eccentricity^ as well as. a flight 
d^ree of cafmce in his temper, is policed 
out to my notice, accompanied with theob* 
fervatioa, that tbefe laults exifted bef<xe the" 
unhappy date of mind, under which he now 
labours, could ferve as . their excufe. Do 
you recoiled what Pcrefixe fays of Henry the 
Fourth. *' N'eft Upas ({ffhz grahd^ pour gu^on 
puife convemr de fes difants ?" and per- 
bi^ ey^n the more anaiable for them ; per* 
ifedi^n, in a human bdng, would throw ^ 
oth^rsr at too great a diftance. Sir George 
jj^utlAnd of courfe has not Mr. Stanvillc's 
failings, becaufe he has not his tranfcendent 
virtues and abilities ; more moderate in every 
refp^d ; worthy, liberal, kind hearted, bow* 
ever; I would not be unjud to Sir Geoxge's 
meiit ; but who can be nanaed in a bre^ 
with.Mr. Stanville? 



. a9<^.— A moft joyful ohftftcle to my de- 
parture has arifen^ dearej^ Heniy. My mo* 
ther has taken a fudd<;p refolution to come 
over. Geneva is now a defcrt to her. The 
recent death of my aunt has renewed bef 
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grief for the lofs of my grandmofher. Theft 
repeated ftrokcs, joined to the abfcncc of 
her children—Mrs. Dartford's propoial of a 
f«t in her chaiic— Dean Frankly to attend 
them— altogether form a combinatiof> of h>- 
dttcements, fuch as (he has not power to 
refift: nor indeed does flie wifli to rcfift 
them ; her desureft ties now call her to Eng- 
land. A folaU lodging, and great economy, 
will enable us to await tc^ther your fucceft 
in enlarging her income. Of courfe (he 
wntes all this to you, lifcewife, my deaf 
brother, and I might have faved you the re* 
petition; but I ana fo hurried and agitated^ 
in the expeftation of fo &ortly embracing 
her, that I fcarce know what 1 wrke. Her 
letter has been delayed by adverie wimls, and 
wc may loo^ for her daily — almoft hourly. 



id July. — ^My mother is not yet arrived. 
I have been upon the tiptoe of expectation 
tbefetwo days, add could not fettle to writ** 
ing. To day I am told it may be Monday 
before (he can arrive. Had (he reached 
Calfti as we catculated^^ (li« would have bis«n 
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fccre Toon after the fetters: now the wind is 
ftgato iK»th weiL 

Lady Bdfont iniifts that my mother (boold 
be accommodated for a few nights m At%* 
ton ftreet, and will not fuifer me to take any 
Aeps^in regard to a lodging, till (he' is hereto 
pleaTe herfelf; 

The Dowager Lady Darly al(b puts in her 
claim z has ordered an apartment to be pI^ 
pared for her, and pleads the prior right d 
^niority in friendftiip ;. and can fee no reafoD 
-ior my:mother's thinking of a lodgii^ at ail 
Tou cai^ot, my dear brother,, imagine any 
Ihing more gratifying, than the conteft b^ 
iween thefe two invaluable women, who 
fltould exprefe and prove the higheft regard 
for our revered parent..^ My breaft fwelkd 
with filial pride. 

Meanwhile my departure is delayed— ine- 
vitably delayed^ you fee ;. but not from anjr 
fludiuatiian, ^rweaknefs of mine. No, in- 
deed, Henry! 1 was fixed --^ immovably 
Axed. Lady B^ft^nt had dwelt fo ftrenof 
X)ufly upon the neceffity of it,, that nothing 
ifliort df fuch an event as this could have pre- 
vented cxiei*«^And yet what k theMccfitf^ 
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— Y^o would conclude from this word, t^at- 
Mn Stanville was here houriy— ^aily at le^ft^^ 
No fuch thing. -He ,dincs hejc occafiooally ; 
feldom flays longer than to take his^ .coffee i 
never attends us, or naeets us in our evening 
engagements $ never calls upon his flftet in a 
morning. What is there, then, that bears 
the flighteft tendency to confirm the idea of 
my being the caufe of his irfefolution } 

Mrs. Blanctfbrd, however, affigns this, 
and this only ; and (he, you know, pofleilea 
his whole confidence. Interefting Mrs* 
Blandford ! I (hall now lofe the happiuefs of 
accompanying her part of my road, which 
. was all that reconciled me to the journey. I 
hoped to atone for my former backwardne(i 
--I fland deeply indebted to hen— L have 
been inexcufably unjuft ta merit fb confpi^ 
cuous. I owe the amends to you, and loh 
Lady Belfont, as well as to Mrs. Blandfordl 
Never ihall I novY |ind aaopportunity~ 



5IA. — .Our beloved mother arrived yeftcf*- 
day, my dear brother, fa improved in health 
and looks, notwitkftanding all ihe has gon^. 
through fincc our feparationy a^to biB)^er«* 
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ftdly aftonifiiing. I do now really flatter 
myfeff that an enjoyable old ag^ is in (lore 
§ot hen That fortunate fit of the gout, 
\^hich we murmured (b much at, has given 
a turn to all her complaints. She has in* 
feded the poor dean, (he fays, for he was 
feifed with the gout in his knee, for the Hrft 
time, a few days previous to her departure, 
which could not be delayed, or (he would 
have (laid for him -, and now, left to bimfelt^ 
fhe is not fure that, when he does get well, be 
will take the trouble to fet out by himfeK 
You know he is very helplefs. I felt difap- 
pointed at not feeing the worthr man, even 
at tl^ moment I was embracing my mothen 
Her fpirits and youth feem renovated^ to find 
herfelf in England, and with her child and 
the friend of her early years again. Had her 
Henry been here, likewife, it would have 
been too much, (he faid, as the tears ran 
dcwrv her cheek, her brain could hardly have 
ftood it. 

The meeting with Lady Darly was almoft 
as overpowering as that with me. Lady 
Dadfly would not relinquilh her claim— M/ 
mother was divided by the wi(h of not fepa* 
rating, fcom me. Lady Darly can accanr 
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modate me Ukewife, but Lady BeUbnt will 
not hear of that, fo we have cothpdunded 
the matter. My mother accepts of Lady 
Darly's apartment^ and I am to b6 tBere a 
night or two occafionally, wheii Lady Bel- 
font will fpare me. 



Stanhope Street^ ^th. — I have a letter 
from Ladj Mary Malcolm, who is leaving 
home for fomc weeks to vifit ah aunt, mar- 
ried to a country fquire in Cumberland, and 
pp^fes my n^eeting her there, and going 
with her when (he returns. 

It was fortunate I did nof fet out witti 
'Mrs. Blandford, as intended : I flicniW have 
infffcd Lady Mary, and been very uncom- 
fortable. 

Sir George Rutland is a particular friend 
of Lady Darly, which makes this houfe a 
far lefs defirable refidcnce for me than Lady 
Belfbnt*s. His attentions to me are unre- 
niitting, and diftreffing in the extreme. He 
looks melancholj*; dejeftcdj and Lady 
Frances Ruthen, who meets him here as if 
by appointment, looks it allj ten times 
more, for him. He oi>ferves the ftrifteft 
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filence to me^^ hdwever, but not to my mo* 
ther, I fufped, who (hows great ^rtiality 
for bim» and wtll, I fear> cherifh. hopes m 
him diat will create freth itnes^nefs to all. 

To Mr. Stanville. my mother aj^ars as 
pointedly cold as his near relationship to 
Lady Belfont will admit of; which is the 
more marked, as his polite attentions to her 
are unbounded. He laid claim, in virti^ of 
his intimacy wi^h you, to fupply your j^e 
9t ciceione to her. So long as L^dy JUv^rf* 
dak had j^^en abfen^ from l^n4on> ik 
might a)mofl;,be cqnfidered as> ftrai^r. 
^i'^umberlefs novelties would awatccn ber cu* 
riofity» and he fiioujki be happy to fugged; 
and exhibit them to her. 

My mother drily declined the propofalj 
(he had little curioftty, and no relift for 
povelty. One of the chief advantages (he 
found jin increafing years, (he.faid, was that 
of drawing the circle, of pur wiftics and plea* 
fures within a narrower compafs : . new pb- 
je(9:s — new faces, new fricndftiips, could pply 
be attraftive, or, at leaft, ought only to be 
attradive, to tbofe who had fomething new 
to offer in return.; ^ 

.Mr. Stiinville ftood checked, andappa* 
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itotly l^);rt. There w^ aoothir perfim &r 
more fo, wbo could not venture to. inter- 
fcrc. — I truft I did not betray myfelfi ^> 

My ^nfoth^ citnnot think Mh S^amPiile tt 
rfl referoWes the pidlure I had diuwa of him^ 
Abfent — gloomy — agreeable byr ftartsj (he 
allows, but far from tranfcendant : the crea- 
ture of caprice Ibe (hould be indmed to 
reckon hiqi, ' . ,' ^ 

Is this^ wilful blindnefs^ think you^ Henrj^ 
aad meant to cci^nterad her> daughter's too 
JQeen perception df his merits? I think I 
Bcver IcncMiL hejr fa unjuft before. 

Mr. Stanville, lu>i!rever» ii certakity witf 
•*<*very mych i^tcredf Alas I the more inr^ 
tcrefting by far on that very account. 



nth. — I have flept thefc three nights at 
bddy Darly*s, and ohly gone to l.ady Bel- 
font's for an hour occafionally. As it is a 
very pretty walk through the park, I have 
gone on foot, and never yet been able to 
efcape the attendance of Lady Fences 
Ruthen and Sir George Rutland. He leaves 
me, irvj^ed, at the garden ^ate* . but flie 
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waits to waik back with me/ancl<)ircourres» 
by the way, of Lady Rjverfdalc's fevcrity , 
and unfieeltngnefs to tne, as fhe is pleafed to 
ezpteisit; of Sir George's deep and difinte- 
refted attachment, and of Mr. Stanvilte^s 
increafing melancholy and dejedion, which 
(he forefees will end in fotne ftroke of dcfpe- } 
ration ;'and if (he can prevail upon nie, as 
(he did yefterday, to increafc the walk by 
one turn round the ring (for (he is much too 
fentimental to like the ftraight public walk, 
k does not admit of confidential communi- 
cations), (he brings me back in a date of 
mind not to be defcribed, but wholly un- 
fitted to fupport me tbrou^ the triak <£ 
the day. . 

My mother is not able to walk much 
Jiow, the gout has left fuch a weaknefs in 
her knees and ancles. • 

- I find, Henry, that Madame d'Urt jfe made 
her efcape from the influence of her prieft, 
and has made a very (illy match indeed, as 
my mother has informed you ; (he has writ- 
ten (bmc very unhappy letters — 
« m * » 

. I was interrupted by a meflage fi:om Lady 
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fieifont wtfliing to fee me immediatdy. I 
had been wkh her^but an hour before, and. 
was alarmed, as you may believe. 

It was only the fudden diflblutlon of par* 
liament, which obliges Lord Belfont to leave 
town in a few hours. Lady Belfont follows 
him on Thurfday, and is defirous to take me 
with her, and wifhed to confult how to ob« 
tain this conceffion of my mother. She re- 
turned with me. to Stanhope ftreet, and it is 
all fettled. " I accompany Lady-Belfont, and 
my mother follows us to Thorp Caftle with 
Lady Frances Rutheh, when Lady^ Darly 
makes her annual trip to Brighthelmftone. 

Lord Belfont apprehends a contefted eS|c« 
tion, which is the occafion of this extraordi- 
nary hurry. H« has had gouty threat^? 
ings of late, too, whiclt alarm Lady Belfdli^ 
for the confequence of the fatigues he will 
have to undergo. 

Mr. Stainviile's departure is now necefla* 
rily poftponed, and not by me : be muft ftay 
to be reelected : but the borough he repre- 
fents is in Somerfetfhire, and we travel 
north, fo the feparation will be the fame, 
you know. Adieu for a few days, my ideas 
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brother; I (hail hardly find time for my 
jouriiai tUi we reach Thorp Cafik. 



Thorp Caftlci 17th July. 

Our arrival here is inaufpicious^ dear 
Henry. We find Lord Bclfbnt dangeroufly 
iU' with the goat io his (lomach : feized fud- 
^ly. We met the mcflenger at Bawtry, 
who wa$ difpatched to haften Lady Belfoot's 
progrefs. 

Dodor Deal try, from York, had juft w- 
rivcd before us. You may judge of the 

corifternation. 

* ♦ * ♦ 

Within this laft half hour the fpafms hav^ 
fubfided J and the doftor fays- the imminence 
9f t he d anger is pad. 



-. iS/A July, — Lady Belfont is quite ill with 
atixtety and fatigue. After a (hort, and very 
diftutbed fleep, Lord Belfont awoke yefter- 
day with dreadful pain in his head and eye- 
balk, which no medicine feemed to reach till 
this morning, that the pains hove falkn into 
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his elbows and knees, iind the d^i^ is novf 
certainly paft, but we cannot perfuade LadjT 
Belfont to quit his bedfide for an inflant ; and 
his fretfulnefs and untradablenefs are ex- 
tremc. Her fpirits are haraffed, befides, by 
accounts from Ireland, refpedting Lady Gran- 
tin, whofe brilliant fituation there but make 
her levities the more confpicuous. Truiling 
to Lord Grantin's indifference^ (he no longer 
pays any regard to appearances : and he ia 
L)Ddonp a ilave to the caprices of the B— ^t 
b^ins to talk big about honour and decency, 
and fo forth. It will undoubtedly end ill. 



lothJubf. — For thefe kft twodays the gouty 
affedion has got down into Lord Belfont 's feeti 
and I have been allowed occafionally to fup« 
ply Lady Belfont's place, by reading tp him* 
He has fortunately taken a fancy to the toi\e 
of my voice, which be fays fpothes hiaa^: 
fom^thing had need foothe him, Tm fure, £^ 
fuch another ungovernable patient did I never 
behold Lady Belfont 's patien(;e ami fweet* 
Befs.are not to be fubdued; and her health 
reiifls this trial better than I had expeded. 
She has now ^tten ^ .coi)ch bed moved in(Q 
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Lord Belfont's room, and flccps a few hours 
in the night. 



at/L — Can you imagine, Henryg what 
fhis obftinate man has t^en into his head ? 
Nothing but his own prefence can fecure the 
eleftion, he fays, and he is determined to fet 
out for — — — . It IS juft as eafy to be lifted 
into the coach as into the gouty chair ; and 
all reprefentation of the dangers ariling from 
change of bed, fatigue, &c. is in vain. 

Lady Belfont and I attend him. I would 
have excufed myfelf, to leave more room in 
the coach, and I felt that a few days of fo« 
litudc here would be highly enjoyable : but 
I am not allowed. The humours of an elec- 
tion will amufe me, and raife noy fpirits, 
Lady Belfont fays. She thinks me unwell 
A kind of languor and" indolence I certainly 
have been feniible of lately : I fometimes fit 
idle for hours, without exadly knowing what 
my thoughts are kept upon— occupation of 
any kind is irkfome : even writing to you, 
my deareft brother, as you may perceive by 
theiittleprogrefs of thefe lad days, in which I 
I certainly have^had fufficient leifure : ftill I - 
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have no particular comidaiat. Spirits^ in-. 
deed, it is hardly poffible to rct^n^ fur- 
rounded by fuffetit^ and anxiety as we btvc 
of late becb. I (hould have been extremely 
comfortabk alone here, if I might have ilaid; 
but I am not permittedw 



Thorp Caftle, 24th Jolf. 

We have made a bad bufinefs of our ex* 
pedition, my dear brother. It v^as neccflary 
to fleep a night upon the road. The houfc 
was full, and a very indifferent room indeed 
was all that could be obtained for Lord Bel« 
font. How it happened^ with, all the pre- 
cautions taken, that he caught cold, we can- 
not tell 5 but he awoke in the morning in tor- 
ture both in the bead and flomachj — fliiver- 
ingfits — fainting fits fuccecded. The only 
medical aflSftance the town afforded was a 
fcnfible elderly apothecary, who foon averted 
the mod alarming fymptoms, and then wagf 
fovery ftrenuous in oppofing Lord Belfont*s 
profecuting hisdefign, that he was at lengtb 
brought to relinqui(h 4t, and agree to retuni 
hither i which has been accompii&ed vjrith 

VOL. III. N 
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cohndcnribfe difficoky, though attended bf 
|he good apothecary . 

A bod dght has enfwd, and we are in 
h^tfrljr expeftation of Dodor Dealtry. 



2^th. — Doftor Dealtry finds fuch an alarm- 
ing paralytic tendency from this unfortunate 
relapie, that he has defired to have more ad- 
vice ^ j^nd Lady Belfont t^s difpatched a 
SQcfienger to Derby, as flie has the higjieft 
c^inion of Doftor — — ^— . I need not de- 
Icribe the coafternation that pervades the 
iioi&fe. 



%6th.'^1jQrd Bel^Dot is rather better; 
Doftor " could not get hitl>er till this 

mornmg* We had taken it in twns to 
watch at the wiiKkxw for every carriage that 
pafled along the r^ad, as if k could ha&a 
ik) acrivali wfaea I at le^tb £iw a poft' 
^haifa tura into the park. "^ Here be 
«oiMS i^ I excbioKsd, aad ran among the 
$KmiM)ft to the doqr^ wben> to m/ utta 
aftonUbmeat^ in^d irf :^>ofte^ ■ ■ » Mr. 
96a»vilk alis^abfag^ firqui^ the <;liajfe. 
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« ts Lord Belfont alirc r I h<iard hinl 
aft eagerly. 

I tuthtd giddy, and was near falling, but 
had fortunately been able to ftipprefs the ex- 
clam^ioB of furprife that had arifen to my 
lips; and Lady Belfont having run otrt to 
wekonae hdr brother, I retired to my owfi 
room, hoping 1 had efcaped tinperceived 
amoti^ (ht number that had crowded to the 
^^i and defirom to recover fome degree di 
compofure before I fliould again fee Mr. Ststtt- 
villc : I found myfelf, however, fo Very un- 
well, that Ihad not the courage to go dowii 
to the drawi^ room till the dinner befU fum- 
moned me. 

Doaoi? had arrived (hdrtly after Mr. 

StanVille, and the confullation between the 
|diyficians, and its confequcnces, had fo en- 
tirely engrofled Lady Belfont, that fhe had 
rikade no iftquify after fne ; and I flattered 
myfelf that toy filly cofKJuft' had pafled un- 
ootked. 

I had employed do incoiifidetable part of 
\y follta!*y4K)iJrs in cennin^ ovef what I was 
% upon meefirig Mr. StanviUe, that 

ould not betray too much either of pleafdre 
*Jr fof|>rife at his unexpcfted appearance rand 
V z 
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I entered • the room tolerably fatisfied with 
the little fpeech I had prepared 5 but he put 
me fo completely out in the very firft onfet, 
by fpringing towards me with a look of fuch 
anxious folicitude, aiid afked with a voice fo 
tremulous, and with fuch vifible agitation, 
how he had offended me, that I could only 
ftammer out^ " Offended me? why?— 
how ?"^ — and the rcfult of my morning's deli- 
beration was effaced from my njemory, beyond 
the power of recal. 

** Surely, Mifs Riverfdale, to deny me an 
opportunity of inquiring after your health, 
was feverity beyond what the occafion called 
for ! Believe me, I did not for an inftant che- 
rifli the prefumptuous thought that fuch 
flattering hafle could be intended for me; 
and am not confcious, therefore, of having 
merited the febuke/' 

I was fo confounded, Ilcnew not what to 
fay J nor can I to this moment recQllefl what 
I did fay: it was doubtlcfs quite unintelli- 
gible, and I felt that itiy embarraflment mull 
appear fo evident, that I gave up all hope of 
recovering any" thing like compofure for the 
day. 

Mr. Sfanville did, however, manager to 
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peftore me very foon to fame degree of (elf- 
poffcffion. He took his feat next to me at 
tablcy and his attentions were fo refpe<aful 
and flattering, his converfation fo gay-^fa 
playful — his admiration of the beautiel of 
nature fa enthufiaftic — his opinions fo *coin- 
cident with my own — his deference for mine, 
when I could bring myfelf to exprefs them^ 
fo gratifying to my felf-love, and fo ctilcu' 
feted to put ms into conceit with myfelf^ 
that I not only recovered eafe, but cheer- 
fiilncfs^ beyond what I have experienced fince 
Lord. Belfont's feizure, or indeed for a coh* 
fiderable time before. 

You will conclude from all this, that 
Dodpr — — had greatly relieved our appre- 
henfions in regard to his pati«it. The moft 
darming fymptoms have fubfided, and he 
hopes to be able to bring it tosa regular fit; 
oi the gout in the.extremities. Lady Bel- 
font's features were alfd brightened into 
fmilesy by her brother's exhilarating prefence. 
The doftors, who are very fuperiour men, 
one of them particularly fo, regarded hi in 
with perfed admiration ; in (hort, his arrival 
has diffufed happinefs around. 

Mr. Stanville's departure for Somerfetftiire 
N 3 
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had been deUyed by bufinefs relative to it 
^f lend, in ' whofe diftrefs he had takeo 
^n active part, which gave, time for the 
account of Lord Belfont's dangerous rdapfe 
to leach. him in London. Tliis had ap- 
peared fo very alarming, that he polled 
down hither without lofmg a moment, in the 
hope that his fifter's unhappinefs might re* 
ceiye fome .alleviation from his prefence. Ah, 
what unhappinefs is there that his prefeace 
would not alleviate ? 

You Iiave not Ucti this brother and fi Ant 
together; you hav^ no idea of any thing (a 
intercfting ; I was not fq much aware of it ia 
LondoD, where 9^1 is hurry, crowd, and dif** 
iipation ; and befides, ther^ appeared a gene-i 
f^) pohftfaint upon him. Bat here-— the 
^ecdom, wfe, and fociability of the coua- 
tryj (bow every ppe \j;\ their true colours. 



* Si/f /e(/y.— I have for tbefe laft two days 
i;efumed the parly walks,. clear Henry, wluch 
you ufed to teU me we^e ^an infallible recipe 
&r health, <^ to inhate the ethereal balfam c^ 
flowers," as Armftro^ beautifully eKpreflfe 
k. Upon^waittg into a little cojpfe wood 



this morning, not far from the hdnfe, I tntt 

Mr. Stanville. I ffcarted^ I know not wby^ 

nor what prompted the inftantaneous fuggef* 

tioa that I ought to turn b^k ; it would 

have been very .filly. . Luckily JLady Bel* 

font's opinion, given to me upon a fbni^er 

occaiioQ, darted into my mind, '' that too 

iedulouily (hunning the company of any par* 

. ticular perfon, betrayed as nuich as eagerneis 

to&ek it," and I endeavoured to appear uo* 

concerned) and agreed, with as much ea(tt 

as I could aflume, to his prQpo£U of coot 

dufting me to a peculiarly beautiful, fpott to 

which he had alltided yeiterday^ and ex^ 

jatflcd furprife at my not yet having dif? 

covered it : indeed I have yet fcarcely di{^ 

covered any thing beyond the magnificent 

views from the caftle, for my thoughts have 

been fo rivctted to Lord Belfont*s fick roorn^ 

and apprehenfion for Lady Belfont's healthy 

that even in cafting my eyes upon the fine 

landfcapes exhibited on every fide, I wa$ 

hardly fenfible^ till within thefe few laft 

day8» of their claims to admiration. 

Mr. Stanville is a good botanift. He di« 
rc6ked my attention to m^ny new plants, and 
mentioned properties of thdle I knm before, 
N 4 



iyZ , LETtERS OF 

with which I was unacquainted. I cannot 
tell why I hdsd fe^ed that converfation would 
kg in our walk, for never, I think, did any 
J)erfon poflTefs a fund fo rich and varied ; and 
he feems to have inveftigated every fubjed 
with fuch luminous difcrimination, that you 
arc not five minutes in his company without 
receiving, if not a new idea, new light ftruck 
out of an old one ; and the unaffeAed origi- 
nality of his perceptions jSows in language fo 
appropriate — but all this you are well ac- 
quainted with, 

■ Mr. Stanville feemed to take great plea- 
fure in tracing the fimilarity of our tafte^ I 
mud think the higher of mine, for its coin- 
cidence with his. 

Our path through the copfe led fo fome 
beautifully romantic broken ground, over- 
(hadowed with oaks in every ftage of piftu- 
refque beauty, and a noify little brook wind- 
ing its devious way to the bottom, where it 
enlarges into a fmall lake, by the fide of 
which a fimple grotto, formed only of fteros 
of trees, is happily adapted to its fituation, 
and feemed to terminate the walk : a matted 
feat furrounds the infide of the grotto, firom. 
which you fee the rill tumbling from rock to 
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rock among the trees in vaiious dhreAions; 
and forming a fine contraft with the ftillnefar 
of the pellucid lake at your feet. A deal 
table, with a drawer containiog pens, int, 
paper, a flielf with a few books, either poe-- 
tical or botanical, form the appropriate fur- 
niture of this interefting fpot. The wood- 
bine, twitting around the entrance, per- 
funded the air — the goldfinch and thrufli 
warbled their (weeteft notes. — I cannot de- 
fcribe the fenfations that filled my breaft — I 
felt a difficulty of breathing — an impoffibility 
to fpcak — I fat down in filence. 

Mr. Stanville feemed to feel a fimilar in^ 
iluence ; he had nt)t fpoken fince we entered 
the grotto. ' The filence lafled for a confix 
derabie time : at length he faid:, " The pen- 
five caft your features have affbmed, encou* 
rage me to ppopofe an addition to our walk,; 
which could not at all times, be made^ith 
equal propriety. Yoa love Lady Belfont 
too well; Mifs Rivcrfdale, to wifli to be ejo- 
daded from takii^ a (hare in any fenfation 
of her mind ; and (he will not herfelf be in 
ha(le tO" initiaie you into painful participa- 
tions/' * 

My intereft was powerfaUy awakened- 
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f* J thnk yw, Mr* Stwyillet for m^> 
Aandiog jny attKboDbOBt to l^ady Belifont fi> 
irdl;** and I arofc to foUcw bim thrcHi^^ 
mcket beyond the grotto^ wkich is not iav* 
mediately perceptible. 
' We purfued a wild, narrow, ihady patbi 
which terminated in a fecliuled (jpot, t|^ly 
covered with mofs^ ib that no^ even the 
found of your ownfbotfteps interrupts the 
AiUnefs« It is encompafled with a baak of 
rocky ground^ out of which trees, here and 
there^ rife in gradation, whofe branches meet 
on high, and form a donoe, impervious to the 
rays of the fun. The diAant waterfall geotly 
catches the ear, but is not feen. The world 
appears to be wholly (hut out, 3nd the (Hily 
objeft that prefcnts itiel^ ii a fimple, ck^ 
gantly formed funereal urn, c^ white nsarhl^ 
placed upon an altar of mofs cpt. into thre^ 
fteps,-and overhung by a weeping wijlow; * 
break of light, whether by accident, iam^ 
tentionaUy admitted, &Us upon the; foot of 
the um, and (hows this iofeription : So^^ed 
to Filial Piety. 

The egedt is inde&ribaVle, and aw!akened 
fuch fudden and overpowering fympathy i^ 
nay breaft, already tocrfull, that, afceridingthc 
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ftcpB, jOiid kiieelir^ upon ilia bppermd^ 1 
gavewaf to a paffioci oftesus^ whicb) qiixcK 
colledion^ I fear may have appeared zffeStib^ 
to Mr. Stanville; buttke impuifc waiAre- 
fiftible at the momeot. . 

Endeavouring^ to recover mykif, I looked 
tottod at Mr. StanTitte, who flood wUk 
fixed eyes asd folded arti^s,. the tean ^ ccyorf^ 
ing each other down his mxdy clieeks,'* ciQ> 
ing a k>ok vpoa tne big with unutterable eao 
preffion: " I cannot feel a(hamed» Mift 
Rivcrfdalc," he faid, ** of a weaknefi jafti- 
fied both by the faint who h goisei and the 
^d who thus 'deigos to embalni het nab- 
mory.** :. 

I tbbtigbt I pever faw biii^iaa natiarb lb 
perfe(£t» ai it then, beamed in hi& counter 
nance ; a heart fo tender I wiih afied);iohs fy 
manly t — . .. : 

Neither of us (poke for a confiderabic 
time^ but this moment has damped us friends, 
H«ry ; our hearts upiderftood eaeh jHher^ 
One tear drq)ped in unifon. bi^ds mc^e tbam 
monlha of intereourfe. He kifled mf hand 
with reverend awQ--ao4 there is a cha^e 
ia our inaimer to cKh other>. which i^iems t» 

K 6 
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have difTufed tranquUitty into the minds of 
both, yet which I kiiow not how to ex- 
plain. 

Lady Stanville was a woman of exemplarj 
conduft and great endowments. Our con* 
verfation turned wholly upon her merits^ as 
we walked back to the cafUe, and was inex* 
preffibly interefting ; but I referve the parti- 
culars for fome future day ^ I am now gdng 
to take a ridt with Lady Belfont.and Mr. 
Stanville. 

^Tbis is the firft time we have been able to 
prevaiLupon her to abfent herfelf from Lod 
fieifont for an hour fince he has been ill ; nor 
fhould we have fucceeded now, but tbat 
DoAor Dealtry has been peremptory in infift- 
ing upon it ; indeed flie looks extremely wora 
by the cloie attendance and great anxiety of 
mind.. 



4M AuguJi.^^We had the moft enchantiug 
ride yefterday! — what a lovely county ifi 
Yorkfhire !-*— and how jdoes the fociety <rf 
friends impart a charm to every furrounding 
objeft !^— Lady Belfont told me, that, in our 
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way to Tborp Caftle, we had pa^ed along a 
part of the road we were going. I Jcnew jnot 
bow to think -it ;— -though J might be too 
nujch abforbed by anxiety for Lord Belfont 
to attend to it j — and in truth I was lefs well 
myfdf than I cared to acknowledge to you, 
my Henry ; but this air agrees Co wonder* 
fully with me — I am fo very well now — fqch 
an oppreffive weight removed from my heaet 
—I breathe fo freely — London certainly did 
not agree with me. 

At our return we found Lady Frances Ru* 
then arrived. Lord Belfont's illnefs hurried 
her departure > and my mother waits fonie 
other opportunity; (he apprehended being 
troublefome at prefent. 

Lady Frances was furprifed beyond mear 
fure at* the improvement of my looks; (he 
could talk of nothing elfe for the firft Rv^ 
minutes ; and then turning abruptly to Mr., 
Stanville, (he aiked him when he ihould fet 
out? > 

How iwifcind! — inconfiderate I (kould ra- 
ther have faid, foe it was her fear that the 
moment might be at hand which prompted 
tlie queftion. He ftarted^. feemed hurt and 
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perplexed, and then befitatingly atlfwejtd, 
that he hod been too happy fincc he came 
down^ in finding thecaufe of his fifter's anx- 
iety daily decreafing^ to have admitted a 
thought fo very difagreeable into bis miad, 
as that of fixing the moment for leaving beQ 
it renuiined for a kind friend to recal him to 
a fenfe of his misfortune — he added with a 
tone of afperity, which was inftantly felt by 
.Lady Frances, and brought tears into her 
eyes. 

Mn Stanvitle was fenfible of the pain he 
had given, and all fenfe oi that inflicted upon 
himfelf feemed loft in it ; and I never faw 
bim appear to more advantf^, than in the 
endeavour to do away the in^prclfioii bis 
tjuicknefs had made upon her oveHenfitHlity; 
fuch kind confidcratc attentions, fueh agree- 
able playfulnefs s and Oie gave full icope for 
f hem, flie did not foon come roiaiKi : if 
this be Xht infirmity of tem^per alluded ta 
in Mr. Stanville, I think warmth fo inftantly 
-curbed and atoned for merely befpeaks that 
fufceptibility, in which our very beft propen- 
fities originate. 
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Wu-f^l cannot guefs how it happens, my 
dear brother, — I fcarcely have a naoment in 
whiqb to tell you how completely my time 

. Lady Frances Ruthen has a paffioh for a 
j^t«i, (he fays; and Mr. StanviUe, whofe 
attentions to her have never relaxed fince 
that firft hafty minute, every day has fome 
new objcd of curiofity to propofe, which fills 
up the whole morning. Tlie diftances are 
beyond my ftrength to ride . , • and Lady 
Frances regularly makes a point of my going 
third in the phaeton. 

To attempt to make you a partaker in the 
charn;^ of thefe little excurfioos, and of the 
CBtbuiiailic delight I experience in the varir 
snas beauties that are thus difplayed to me» 
would require all the leifure I could con> 
i»and at Genevas and 1 have not an inftant. 
We ju0;get hiftme in time for a hafty toilette 
l?cfofe dinner j ^the afternoon is of courfe der 
jpfced to Lord and Lady Belfont i the even- 
ing to walking, reading, or mufic. What 
an enjoy^le thing is^ a country life in 
Ei^nd ! 

Lady FraaQe$ ha3 not repeated her quet 
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tion, and Mn Stanville feems to have for- 
gotten he ever had any intention oF going. 

The.progreft of Lord Belfont*s recovery is 
very flow. He is extremely debilitated and 
nervous, and fuffers fevere pain; but it is 
in the extremities, and that is perfectly free, 
they fey, from danger. 



13///. — You^ill perhaps think I might take 
an hour or two from fleep, rather than thus 
negledl my journal, but I am obliged to de^ 
vote that time to my mother, Madame dc 
Sainval, &c. and, Henry, I know not how it 
is — my mind was certainly never more replete 
with matter to impart ; but the difficulty to 
reduce it to the eircumfcribed moments that 
I can now command, is extreme. 

The defcriptions of what 1 fee will be for* 
warded to you by my mother, to whom they 
are now firft addrcfled j and for the defcrip- 
tion of what I feel — what expreflions are ade- 
quate ? — I fcarcely dare aflc myfelf in what 
roy prefent felicity confifts ? left the veiy in- 
veftigation (hould awaken me from a dream 
of blifs> toaperfeft for this life. 
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18/A Augujl. — A letter frpm Lady Mary 
Malcolm urges me to meet her at her aunt's 
hou(e in Cumberland, thence to return with 
her to Scotland, and pafs the winter in Edin- 
burgh. Edinburgh, my dear brother, is, J 
am told, a place of almoft equal diflSpation 
with London. My heart revolts ,at the 
thought. — Had it been fp'me remote corner 
of the Highlands, in which I might enjoy 
the fociety of Lady Mary, it would have 
been fome temptation ; but Edinburgh ! — 

This aunt. Lady Dun&ene, is, it feems, 
an old acquaintance of Lady Frances Ru* 
then's, whom (he has long promifed to vifit; 
and (he inftantly offered to condud me thi- 
ther. Such a delightful opportunity as this 
would be for me to fee the lakes, (he faid, 
and fuch an indulgence to Mr. Stanville, 
wfio would of courfe drive us in the phaeton, 
to behold unadulterated Scotch manners in 
all their primitive peculiarity. 

Mr. Stanvilie recoUeded various diverting 
infiances that had been reported to him, of 
the old lady's pride, dignity, and (launch 
adherence to the Jacobite principles of her 
youth, con trailed with her EngliQi foxhunt t 
iog whig hulband. He (hould be delighted 
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with the penntffion to convey us thkhcr: 
his horfcs would iccomplifti it with eafe in a 
couple of days, and our maids might foitow 
with the baggage in Lady Frances Rut hen's 
chaife. 

I was perfeAly (enfible that there were ob- 
jcftions to thisf^an ; at the fame time I found 
it diffiaili to flate them, fcurther than by ob- 
fcn^ing, that it would hardly be kind in u$ 
«[/ to leave Lady Belfbnt at once. 

Mr. Suaville feemed to flirink from the 
aipprchenfion of obtrufive forwardnefs. Mis 
eye fixed upon me with a look of fuch fuM, 
and various meaning, that I could by no 
more, 

-And now, upon recolleftion, I am con- 
vinced that was very wrong,^ for certainly an 
anxious fear of offending was the predomi- 
nant expreflk>ni and mere good nature ought 
tb have prompted my fetting him at eafe 
froni fuch an apprehenfion. I am fo very 
filly of late, upon every occafion that calls 
for particular prefence of mind, that I am 
quite alhamed of myfelf. I really do believe 
that fevere illnefs has weakened my intellefts, 
, my dear brother ; I was hot always thus. 
' Mr. Stanville is in general very attentive 
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to waid off any embarraflincnt of this kindt 
unkfs feme inconfiderate fpeech, or propofal 
of L4dy Frances's (as in this cafe), throws 
him off his guard. The mod delicate, tc^ 
fpedful atteotions alone mark an opinion of 
Wa which is the more^ flattering, for feem^ 
iBg thus to betray itfelfi rather than court my 
(ijfervation; aiid the inftant we are, by any 
^cident, left alone* he gives a turn to the. 
CQQverfatioQ, fo wide of all peribnal allufion^ 
that I now feel perfe<$ly at eafc upon occa- 
io^p which at, firil cn^ted an unaccountable 
flutter and dread io my fooUfti heart. Not 
the fmaUf ft hint i$ given of his intended de- 
parture ; can it be that any chai^ or uncer- 
tainty may have arifen ? 

I dare not truft myfelf upon this fubje^ i 
and ii*deed why go beyond the prefent mo- 
(nent i So lepjete with happineft !— fo ex- 
empt from any dagger of painful retrofpe4l I 
--let Mr* Stanville's engagement be what it 
may, afluredly from intercourfe fo friendly* 
fo innocent as this, we need never be^ pre-* 
eluded. 



ao/A*-^I>dy Belfbnt was loxKh difpleafed 
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with the injudicious propofal of X,^dy Frances 
Rutben, to take Mr. Stanvillc ipto Cumber- 
land. It was very miftaken kindnefs, (be 
faid, to flatter the inclination of the moment 
at the hazard of increafing future difficulties. 
She thought it incumbent upon alJ thole wha 
profefled friendftiip for Mr. Stanville, rather 
to accelerate his departure, than throw temp- 
tations in his way tp retard it— and a greit 
deal niore to this eiTedt, repeated, in harOier 
term? than I now give it to you, or than it 
was perhaps adually faid ; for Lady Framieff 
colours flrongly^ and has taken it in high 
dudgeon. Lady Bejfont is fo overgood, (he 
fays, that (he cannot mak^ the fmalleft allow- 
ance for the amiable weaknefles of human 
nature^ 

- Without quite agreeing in the ftridurcs 
of Lady Frances, I really do think that Mr. 
Stanville might be deemed competent to 
judge for himfelf, particularly where all but 
himfelf are judging in the dark. His friend, 
Lord V— ^ has managed his ele<ISIion without 
his prefence, in con(ideration of the call 
there feemed to be for it here ; a very une- 
quivocal teftimony of his high reputation, 
affuredly Hinty, to be chqfsn reprefentative 
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without fo^ much as being fecn ; for this is 
nc. the borough he fat for before. 



21/?. — ^Well, dear Henry; Lady Frances 
Ruthen and I fet put tomorrow, to ftay a 
fortnight at Brig Hall, and I do not proceed 
tt>^CjQtIand, becaufe my mother will be at 
Tkotp Caftle ibonr^ after the expimtion of 
that time, arid becaufe, it is prefumed, Mr. 
Stanville will have Iqfi: England before a fort- 
flight is at an end, and then it is immateri^ 
where I may be : at leaft [gathered this from 
the change in Lady Belfont's language, in 
regard to my intended vifit to Lady Mary 
Malcolm, which, as I fhall now have paffed 
a (hort time with her, I am earneftly re- 
quefted to poftporic. 

I am not fo well fatisfied with Lady Bel-; 
font's ideas in regard to her brother, as I 
have been upon aimoft every other occafion. 
Overzeal is very apt to defeat its own pur- 
pofe — there is not quite the candour which I 
have formerly fo much admired — an air <rf 
fufpicious wa^chfulnefs-— in (hort, I know 
not what. ' ■ ^- 
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22rf,— Lady Belfoiit threw out a hint at 
dinner to <3ay, that her lord would, (he 
hoped, be able to leave his room to morrow, 
which (he fliould douWy rejoice in, as it 
would fet her brother at liberty to attend to 
hid own affairs, which her diftrefs had fo 
unluckily impeded. 

Mr, Stanville's countenance clouded orer, 
for a moment, then recovering, he replied, 
though not without befitation, that, as &is 
de&ion bad been accomplifhed without his 
prefence, and his travelling companion was 
now gone, be prop'ofed making a vrfit or two 
in this neighbourhood, and then (hould pro* 
ceed to Mrs. Blandford, and offer himfelf as 
her conduAor to Thorp Caftle, which would 
afford him an opportunity of hearing Nfifs 
RiverfHale's opinion of the lakesy and the 
amufements of Brig Hall, at her return. 

I felt my face glow,, and could not troft 
myfelf to fpeak. - 

Lady DeUbnt's expreffive eyes turned upoD 
her brother,, with a lo6k fo fraught witft 
iUfeAiona4re compoffion, and thxn glanced 
^OB me with fuc3»xiriequivocal hrtereft, that, 
howcvtr in^fltaneous the expfisffion, it 
eleflrified me, and filled my bre»fll with 
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compuDdton, fcH* jny late cavilling infehfi- 
bility to her frieiKKbip,. to a degree I could 
fcarce fupport. 

At the ufual hour of retiring, I begged to 
attend her in her dreffing room j I could not 
be at peace with myfelf till I had opened mjr 
heart, and exfxrefled its contrition. I will 
difmiis Fermor in ten minutes, faid (he, with 
a friendly preffure of my hajEid, as if ibe un- 
derftood, and wi(l^ to encoi^rage my pur- 
pofe. 

I flew ta her with an emotion that almoft 
impeded utterance, and throwing my arnv^ 
round her neck, 1 could only exclaim, 
•* Deareft-— dearefl Lady Belfont, forgive 
me ! and reftore me to that confidence which 
I will never a^a deferve to forfeit — " 

" When have I withdrawn my confidence, 
my dear child ? Upon what occafion have 
you ever had recourfe to me, and found it 
foil you?" ^ , " 

*' I know not — " cpnfourided to perceive 
that I bad begpn wi^h a^ impU^ reproael^ 
to her, wlulii fully feoTiible that the &ult hy 
wholly with myfelf. •♦The dsrynefe- — tb« 
Iq^atioa that b^ eiiifted bet\mD^ us, ev^ 
iiftce Mp, St«ft¥iMe*& arrival--'' 
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*' Has appeared to me' to originate in my 
having probed you too deeply before wekft 
town, my Louifa. I have been grieved, 
but not angry at your late referve. It was 
fcarcely poffible that, fituate as I am between^ 
my brother and you, you could do juftice to 
my motives : certain, however, that your 
heart muft come round to me again, I 
awaited its time, though not without great 
anxiety, to fee your peace of mind more and 
more involved ; but fully fenfible that inter- 
ference, at this moment, could be of no 
avail" 

" Kind — indulgent— adorable friend ! how 
very faulty have 1 been ! — how very undc- 
ferving of goodncfs, that I could miftake for 
feverity, and infenfibiiity !-^To cofafefs my 
injuftice, my unworthinefs — is the only atone- 
ment—!' 

Tears choked me. — 

The indulgent kindnefs of Lady Belfont's 
foothings was fuch, as you who know her 
may fuppofe. How could I for a moment 
ceafe to know her? — She endeavoured to 
excufe mc to myfelf, by attributing the tran- 
iient alienation to human nature, which 
could fcarcely retain impartiality in a fitua- 
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tbn fo trying as mine — but I cannot forgive 
i^ffelf. 

Lady Belfont exprefled deep regret it hav- 
ing been the Ciuife of Mr. Stanville's coming 
(town, as it feemed 4o have thrown him en- 
tirely off his gpard, and produced an inti- 
ii»cy which, however innocently carried on, 
would endanger the refolution, and increafe 
tbe difficulties of both, beyond what either 
of 413 could Jbrefee^ 

- 1 -truft in this, however, her anxiety ex- 
aggerates the evil ; I ventured to anfwer for 
myfeUi at leaft — and if Mr. Stanville's par- 
tiality to me is equally pure, which I cannot 
idoubt, I think I may anfwer for him like- 
. i»tlc; that the eafe arifing from the kind of 
^ brotherly intimacy which now fubfifts be- . 
j tween us, has fo relieved our hearts, that 
' nothing farther is requifite to fecure our mu- 
tual happinefs, than to be allowed a con-^ 
• tinuation of the fame innocent indulgence^ 
^with which furely no tngagement he may 
^contradt need to interfere^ 

X^adjr Belfont did not feem to fee this 
in. quite the fame light, but waved tho dif- 
cuiGoa for the pr^sfent. Afluredly if (he 
await his abfence to refume it, (he takes the 

VOL. III. , o 
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chance <rf my being little able to do the fame 
juftice TO the argument which I might at this 
moment. You well know how heavily repa- 
ration frorti friends hangs upon my mind— 
my wretchedness at parting witlr my beloved 
brother was hot of fliort duration* — She 
would not, however, enter any farther into 
the fubjeft. 

I ventured, before I ^left her, to alk, 
whether (he thought Mr. Stanville*s depat- 
parture for the continent as fixed, as it 
had appeared to be fomc time ago# 

*' Have you any rcafdn to doubt it?*' 

*' None, but the kind of cvafive hefitation 
1 perceived in the anfwer he made to your 
ladyftiip at dinner to day.'* 

•* That did not pafs unobferved," fhe re- 
plied, ^* but I rather afcfibed it to the delu- 
Con that now fecms to veil his judgment, 
than to any change that can have taken pUce 
m his profpefts. Of an event fo important, 
I think he would not make a fecret to me, 
however he may withhold what he probablf 
thinks would give me pain ; ftill 1 am too 
much in the dark, as to the whole affair, to 
hazard an opinion of any fort upon it.** 
' My mind is fo much relieved by this ex- 
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phnatiofl) and La^y Belfoat's extrgpie kind- 
aefs, that I could not go to refj^fe I had 
imparted it* 

And now good night, my beloved brother . 
and bcft friend. We fet off early in the 
morning, and this remains to be forwarded 
to you with my oiether's ps^ckets. Maf 
every blefling attend you,, prays your truly 
ifiedionate 

^ LOUISA. 



THE JOIJRNAI. CONTIKUEP. 

Brig Hall> 29^ Auguft. 

Thaye been here three days, without find** 
ing a moment to devote to the affeftionatA 
partaker in all my^ pains and pleafures; and 
<40w I am (b overpowered by variety of mat- 
tcrj that I know not where to begin : though 
unqueftionably it ought to be with the c(Mx- 
VQrhtion fitpporied by Lady Frances Ruthen 
on our road ; for, truth to fay, I was a mere 
«cquiefcent lifie?iery unwilling to difagree, 
Iwcaufe not in argumentative fpirits, though 
too much ilruck with the contrail between 
ter romantic nrationality, and the judicious 
tcridcn'fey o(di& Lady &Mbntfs commumca- 
o 2 



2gi LETTERS OP 

tions, not to recur on fome future day to 
opinioi^Btat will fo (Irongly elucidate the 
two charafters, and in many inftances highly 
divert you. 

I haften to introduce you to the circle that 
awaited us here, that I raay carry you on 
with our daily occurrences, which are indeed 
of a motley nature. 

Of my happinefs in feeing Lady Mary 
Makolm I need fay little ; you will readily 
conceive it j but what may appear as extra- 
ordinary to you, as it ftill does to myfelf, is 
the infenfibility with which I looked forward 
to, or rather overlooked^ the meeting with 
Colonel Malcolm, which, until pathetically 
expatiated upon by Lady Frances, had never 
occurred to me as being likely to produce an 
awkward conftraint, from our never having 
feen each other lince all that had followed 
upon his leaving Geneva. Strange, my dear 
brother! that feelings which feemed ever 
entitled to retain a place in my breaft, how- 
ever different from what they originally wete, 
Ihould be fo completely fuperfeded. I take 
Ihame to myfelf in confeffing that it was 
Lady Franceses information of the |)repara- 
tions (he had made for faintii^ fits, byftaics, 
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Jrc. by arming herfclf at all points with falts, 
aromatic vinegar, cau de Cologne, and what . 
not, that fuggefted the firft thought of it.' 
Then indeed I did begin to feel an uneafinefs 
in the eJcpeAation j from which, however, I 
was foon completely relieved, by Lady Mary's 
expreffions of regret at Colonel Malcolm's 
havihg been fuddenly called aw:\y, fmce my 
reception of her letter, by the illnefs of ^ 
near relation, which might detain hini for 
more than the time allotted to our ftay 
here* 

But what pen? — not mine, I'm fure^ cart 
do jufticc td the mafter and miftrefs of Brig 
Hall, the Countefs of Dunikene (countcfiiil 
her own right, obferve) and Mr. Trotmepe^ 
her huiband f Such faint fketches, however, 
as I can give, you fhall have, as preludes to 
the pleafure I will hope may one day be in 
ftorc for me, of making you perfonally ac- 
<juainted with this diverting couple. 
. When you aflerted that the race of Squire 
Wefterris was extini^: in England, you gave 
an undeniable proof of never having refided 
in the internal parts of thefe northern coun- 
ties, where many a hunfrng, drinking fquire, 
that has never vifited thetfepital, ftiil evinces 

o 3 
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thq fidelity of Fielding's touches. Not that 
I mean to affix cither the profanenefs or bru- 
tality of the cbarafter upon Mr. Trot mere; 
the refcmblance merely goes to perfedt igno- 
lancc of the ways and manners of the world, ^ 
arifing from total feclufion^ to a paffion for ' 
himting, which gives to the ftablc and dog 
kennel a preeminence over every other ob- 
jeft ; and an exceffive conviviality, which 
feldom flops Ihort of laying him rmdet 
the table at the conclulion of the evenbg, 
whence his fervants convey him to the cwin^ 
left's bed. 

The counteis's firft hufband loft his life in 
^ the forty -Jive^^ in the fervice of the Frinc€^ 
M (he emphatically calls him ; and (he has, 
ever (ince her union with Mr. Trotmerc, in- 
habited the (hades of Brig Hall, which might 
naturally lead you to expeft a degree^ of ruf- 
tication in her manners, the more probable 
from aflbciating chiefly with Mr. Trotmerc's 
companions of the chace. But againft this 
Ihe has guarded, " y^ith all her might and 
main," by the ftrideft attention, in her own 
perfon, to all the decorums and formalities 
of the vieille cour^ which run her into an ex- 
aggeration of high breeding, that would al- 
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moft be too much for the ft^e : in addition 
to which, fhe is a woman of tafte and lite- 
rature, an ehthufiaflic admirer of Roufleau, 
and profeffed follower of the iyftem of edu^ 
cation laid down in Emile. But Heaven 
having denied a fon, (he has beftowed it all 
upon her daught€;rj and fuch another wild, 
hoydening, pretty, artlefs favage, of ncaj^ 
fifteen, you never beheld. 

Then to complete the variety of the family 
circle, we are in cxpedatiop of Mr* Drum- 
rnpre^ fon to tlie counted by her firft buf^ 
band, who has p^iTed many yearS in France 
and Italy, and imbibed a thorough -con-^ 
tiempt, I am told, for £ngli(h manners. He 
is returned, in confequence of the profpeA 
held out of reftoring the forfeited eftates, to; 
put iniiis claim. Having flopped for a fort- 
night in London, on his way hither, his 
affcdions were forcibly fe^^ed by a high- 
flying, four-in-hand, brilliant fpinfter of 
quality, who hopes to reconcile him to hi^^ 
Mtive country, by proving that it contains 
females as exempt from principle and preju- 
dice, as Paris or Naples can boaft. He (laid 
only the time requifite to hug this happy 
con virion to his breaft for life, andJs bring- 
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ing the, valuable acquilition with him, to 
icceivc the parental benedidion. 

-And, •* though laft, not leaft," here is 
aUb Lady Frances Ruthen's precious ne- 
phew, with whofe elegance and accomplilh- 
ments you are already acquainted *, returned 
from his penjton at Amiens^ without one 
word more of the language than he carried 
with him from Oxford laft year, but with an 
improved inveter^y againft the French, and 
every thing that belongs to them s and who, 
having taken the opportunity of fetting off 
at a moment^s warning, with an. old fchool- 
fellow that had called upon him in his way 
back from the grand tour, juft arrived at 
Thorp Caftle a few hours after we had left it, 
• trufting to ihe^interference of L^dy Belfont 
to appeafe botK Lady Frances aiid Lord 
Belfont. 

My lord proved inexorable, and would 
not fee him ; and fear of encountering the 
difpleafure of Lady Frances unfupportcd, 
prompted him to folicit Mr. Stanville to 
accompany him hither, whofe good nature 
1 fee you fmile, Henry, and look ia- 

• Probably mcniioned in the loft packet from Paris, 



credulous; but indeed 1 believe (bat g6od 
nature to Geoi^e Darking^ and the .deiire to 
reconcile his aunt to this freak, was tht ckirf 

rcafon tliat is — ^I do not meap to be guilty 

of the affeftation of faying, that my being 

here might not be an additional inducement 

— ^or certainly he had not drawn back from 

the propofal made by Lady Frances at firft, 

till I objefted — I only mean^ — in; (hort no 

matter what — the inveftigation would be too 

\ bng for the prefent moment ; — but the faA 

i is, that here Mr. Stanville actually arrived 

{ ycfterday noon; that his prefence feemed to 

\ ^ive univerfal joy ; and that when he talked 

[ of going into Ghethire to day, it was nega- 

I tivg^ /with fuch'foendly earneflnefs, as he 

J feemed tinable to witb{land;i§t:i 

I ;. It is to him that I am obliged for a qukktr 

. -and far keener infight into the charaAers by 

V which we are furrounded, than I ihould 

. otherwife have hod. His wit has father more 

of a'^ (atirical cad thaa I was at firft aware d[^ 

but there is fuch infinite pleafantry and play^ 

'■ iulnefs- in his manner of turning people int^^ 

( ridicule> tlial he really feeins,. like Lady 

Teazle^ " to laugh at his friends out of pure 

goodnature."* 

o 5 
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There was no great difficulty in reconcilmg 
Lady Frances to her nephew j the very fight 
of Mr. Stanville did half the buiinefs; atxl 
her weak indulgence for the foolifc young 
man accompU(hed the reft, without his tak- 
ing the trouble to offer any one excufe for 
having gone ex^Aly contrary to her inteir- 
tion of his remaining there two years, except 
that it was " fuch a d — d bore, he Could 
ftand it no longer." 



ift Sept. — Lady Mary Malcolm is parti- 
cularly ftruck with Mr. Stanville,, my dear 
brother. How fortunate that he happened 
to conde ! She will be far better able to judge 
of all I have to tell her,, from having feca 
him ; for I Ihall certainly appeal to her fupe- 
:raoiir and difcriminating fenfe^ the veiyi firft 
moment after he leaves us, in whi^h I caa 
gather fufficient courage to eater upon the 
fiibjeft. 

Lady Mary is inexhauftiblQ upon the tppic 
of her own bappinefs ; and indeed the efficacy 
of content is confpicucHis, in the wohdo^ 
change in her appearance ; I Ihoyld k^o^^ 



have recognifed her* She is tcftorcd to a 
brilliancy of beauty, a gayety, an animation^v 
of which I had no idea. She extremely re?» . 
grets that Colonel Malcolm's abfence jobj|^« 
me of the iatisfa<ftion of feeing //iV happiqefs 
likewife ; for in that is fummed \}p the: per* 
fcdion of hers j and to me (he refers it all.— ♦ 
0, Henry, how undefervedly ! This is d. 
fubjed upon which- 1 (hall never wholly ac* 
quit myfelf to myfelf; but 1. will not! teazej 

you with repetitions 

*• ♦ *' *■^■ 

I was interrupted by a meffage from Lady. 
Dunikene, defiring to fee me in the parlour* 
Slie apologifed, when T we^t dOwn,.for the. 
trouble (he was givii^ me, which was ocean- 
foned by the reception of a letter from her 
fon, informing her that he (houJd »be' herb, 
by dinner time, with his lady, and an Italiatv. 
oohieman. Lady Mary Malcolm is gone to- 
take a ride, and the improvements to* be,: 
made in the prep^ations for the receptioi^) 
of Mr. and Mrs. Drummore,; on accouht of i 
the addition of this count, whoie arrival was . 
uafore^n, are fo manifold, that they^cookLi 
neither be delayed till Lady M«ty?s>»ehii»^, 
aor yet encountered witb^ut tho.affiftance of c 
0.6^ 
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fome perfon of taftc, as her ladjrfhip'ws 
ptea(ed to tell me. ^^ For aws to the gude 
mon, be*ll no fa(b wi duing the honors ye 
ken ; and gude troth he'd j:k> mack mudUe 
o*t^ g^ he did; it wiiU aw raft wi me to ^' 
'em a reception that wuU convince the Etaw- 
fian count he's no jufl coming tuU a parcel o' 
hottentotSj which Is*e engage my {on has re- 
prefented us aw to be.** 

The countcfs then called upon John the 
butler, to produce the ornaments deftined 
for the middle of the table, which confift of 
ah eiqueftrian ftatue of Charles the Firft, of 
white, marble, of pretty confiderable fizej a 
Cbinefe pagoda of ivory ; and a reprefenta- 
tion of an Egyptian pyramid in fcaglione. 

." Noo mefs, I ken unka weel," refumcd 
her ladyfhip, " that epargnes are awthcgl- 
ther oot o' fawfliion, and I hanna gotten 
plateaux ; hut I mind reading o' the French 
plenipotentiary's ' f^te, whare the ornaments 
'teach'd tuU the cieling» and ware aw emble- 
mawtic ; fo Vm thinking o* placing the fta- 
tue o* hes Maijefty e the centre, in compli- 
.mejit to the bride's tafte for equitation; aws 
wecl as to th^e «pont*s being gentleman o' tte 
beddmatbef ti)U theprcn/cei the Egeeptian 
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pecramid at the top,, yc ken, 'ell be emblc- 
mawtical o* the anteequity o' my fob's de- 
fcent; and- the p^oda at the bottom, may 
be confeedcr'd as a hint o* the height I wad 
hahesambection to foar tul! — deed, mefs, et 
*cU no be fo vary common, and gi* a -proof 
that country refidence does nae fpoil ^tafte 
awthegither, wbare it has aince been culti* 
vate.^ '^ 

This appeal was made with fuch perfedl 
(Hf-ccfrnplacency and confidence in my con- 
currence, that I could not find in my heart 
to dart an objcAion, which I was befide 
quite iatisficd woukJ be in vain — for I would 
not have you think me capable, Henry, of 
confirming the ^bfurdity of the worthy wo- 
man,, to increaie the diverfion of the com- 
pany : refpeft for 'Lady Mary Malcolm's 
.aunt would forbid it, if common good na- 
ture did not ; — ^and indeed I was under con- 
fidemble cmbaraffment/ at firft, to fupprefs 
the fmile that the old lady's peculiarities at 
times irrefiftibly calls forth> left it might 
offend Lady Mary, till (lie fet me at eafe by 
telling me that, fenfible as (he was of her 
aunt's real worth, (he could not always re* 
irain from it berfelf 
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My Oience being conftrued into unquall<' 
ficd afient) Lady Dunfkene next proceeded 
to inftru^ John in fome elegancies refpeding 
the mode of waiting at table, but recdleding 
that Colonel Malcolm bad left his foreign 
fervant, out of livery, with Lady Mary, 
who would underftand thefe matters better,. 
atid give an eclat to the fideboard, (he pro« 
pofed that he (hould take the lead trpon this- 
great occafion^. To this, however, John, 
would by no means agree. He had now,: 
flood at the fideboard at Brig Hill eighteen? 
years come Michaelmas, and if he had waited; 
upon his honour the fquire,:and my lady the- 
oountels, to their lik4ng,.fo, long, he hoped: 
he needn't fiinch for ever an Italian count in^ 
the kingdom, nor have a mounfe^r fet over 
him to teach him his bufinefe. . 

-" Wcela wcel, John ! Ided nae mean to» 
offend ye ; hoocver, aws cts no fet ting to hae 
a leevercc fervant en the capawcity o* maltre. 
d'hdtcl, ye may juft tack the gude men's 
auld brown and gold (hute, wi the ventri 
d'or that he made up the year he wis (heriff 
o' the county : ets a wee tarniil)'d> but thatt 
cU no be obfarved/' 
V John humbly thanked her ladyft% with 
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ao finall appearance of triumpt in the fiic- 
ccfe of his reiiftance, and readily confcntcd- 
to the confequent arrangements of making 
Wcr his befl: Iwery to the gardener, and his 
old one to the huntfman, who are to ofiic!iate 
as footniefl for the day. 

Blithe Kttle Rofalbina camefkipping in> to 
know what (he might have on ? This was a* 
difficulty which was -very flatteringly referred 
to me, who have undertaken the adorning ofi 
ber pretty perfon ; but it fu^efted a greater, 
ia- regard to the countefs herfelf j though (he 
foon recoUeded that Lady Mary Malcolm'Ss 
maid might " peen up her auld BruflTcls lappet 
keedafrcQi." 

Thefe weighty matters being fettled^ her 
tedyfhip next buftled away to the houfe- 
kceper's room, and left mc at liberty to im-i^ 
part to you thus much of the opening of this 
eventful day. 



Twdve o'clock at night. — I' cannot with* 
hold from you the remainder of this treaty. 
Ifenry, though I IhouldTit upalLnight to. 
give it you. 

Upon kying ddwn my pen, I went into 
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the breakfaft parlour in queft of Rofalbiaa, 
where 1 found Mr. StanviHe, returned from 
efcorting Ladjr Mary Malcolm, who had 
agreed to dine with the lady (he went to vifit, 
unknowing what great expedations the day 
teemed with at Brig Hall. She had fet out 
before the. arrival of the letters* 

Mr. Stanvillc was not a little amufcd with 
the account I gave him o( the confultation 
to which I had been called, and chofe to 
confider my filent aflcnt to the countefs*s 
tafte, as incurring a part of the refponfibility j 
— the vein of drollery he indulged upon this : 
fubjeift, was interrupted by the entrance of j 
Rofalbina, who bawled, from as far as (he 
could fee us, " Goodniefs me, Mifs Riverf- ^ 
dale, what do you think? maa fays (hell ] 
fend for a concert of mu(i€— all for the count 
— how nice it will be ! — Do, dear, tell Ac 
what a concert of mu(ic is !" 

Before we could anfwer, the countefs fd- 
lowed to impart the happy thought that had 
occurred. Mr. Stanville gravely fv^eftcd 
the improvement of having the mu(ic during 
dinner, inftead of the evening. This was 
better again, and by far more elegant, parti- 
cularly as the mufician^might have bcca at a 
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tefs for mufic to ^o on with for fo long toge- 
ther as the evening would require. Lady 
Dun&ene faid. / 

" What muficians have your ladyftiip in 
this neighbourhood ?" I afked, wifhing to 
find fome ground .to counteraft this new 
propofal. 

" Troth no muckk choice," (he an- 
fwered. " There's thc»mon that teuts tuU 
the pfalmodie i* the kirk, and the blind 
harper frae Penrith, and the gude mon's 
bugle horn, that can be blawn by the whip- 
per in, and fawney Macalafter 'cli keep them 
awthegither wi hes b^pipes. — I'll fend for 
'eme'ennow, and lit 'cm to praAufing i* the 
barn, oot o* my collection o* laffons for the 
fpeenettj they'll aw ken mair or lefs o' Mar- 
(hall Saxe's mecnuct, and my Lady Coven- 
try's mcenuet, and Owr the Watter to 
Cliairly ; twa or ^hrec o' they popular tuens 
cU be fuffeecient, — Etell no juft be fae par- 
feck aws I cude wefli, but the coont ell fee I 
ken hoow it oght to be, and hell mack al- 
loowance for no being able to get the firft 
mufeecians. at this diftance frae the caw- 
pital/-' '^ 
. Mr. Stanville wa§ fo mifchievoufly bent 
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upon encour^ng th^ abTurdity, that all in^ 
tcrfcrence was vain, and I retired to perform 
the ta£k I had undertaken in r^ard to Rofal- 
bina. Fortunate was it that I fet about it 
fufEciently early, to give time for correding 
the errours I committed, in turning her bright 
chefnut locks into ringlets, and tying a pink 
bandeau round her head, for when I went to 
exhibit my work with Tome degree of elation, 
from thin]$:ing it particularly became her« I 
had the morti6cation to meet with the moft 
entire difapprobotion* 

'^ Hoot, mefsi*' eieciaimed Lady Duo* 
&ene, ^^ ye ha boond up her temples as gen 
(be had gotten a fair heed ! I canna awa we'i 
at aw r* and fo I correded my miftake under 
her lady(bip*$ own diredion, and loaded bet 
head with gauze, and feathers, and flowers, 
enough for a ball at St. James's; and poor 
Rofalbina was the exad reprefentation of 
Ninette d la cour. 

The dinner hour-was retarded, to give the 
travellers time for drefiing after their arrival; 
but we were dcfired to affemble in the draw* 
ing room, as ufual, that we might be placed 
in form for their reception; We were punc- 
tual, of courfe, and found the countcfsi, 
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more count efs than ever» decorated with her 
Bruffeb lace ht^^ three drop diamond ear- 
rings^ large hoop, white gjoves, and fan* 
RoikU^na was mifling^ which was vexatiouSji 
as (he was to have been^ Ibund fitting upon a 
ftool at her mother*s left hand : the vexation 
wiis confiderably increafed, however, when 
(fie did appear, for a game at battledore and 
(huttlecock with Gebrge Darking, followed 
by a match at butterfly catching, had fo ef^ 
feftually deftroyed the fymmetry of the (ca* 
thers and flowers, fome of which were 
broken, and fome loft) befide feyeral flits id 
the beft muflin frock, that a pretty fevere 
lefture enfued ; in the midfl^ of which, the 
iquire, who had been fhodting flnce day-i^ 
bteak, and knew nothing of what was going 
forward, entered with a pouch full of game, 
and two or three dirty dogs. 

^* Hey day ! what's in the wind now, my 
lady ?" he cried, as he dii%ncumbered him- 
felf from his pouch j " what the d — 1 are ye 
all prinkt out for in this fa(hion ? — What ails 
Bmny, that (he*s* crying fo?— Come hither, 
Binn, rU take your part, poor lafs ; what's 
matter?" * * 

** Deed, John Trotmere, my bird, ther'a 
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hzc time for explanation. My JTon and his 
kiddy, and an Etawlian coont, hes friend, 
wha'a gentleman o* the bedchamber to the 
prence, ell aw be here eennow ; and yc ha 
but juft a momment o* time to mactyerfdl 
fet to receive them.** 

** rU warrant, duck, that will be done in 
the crack of a whip — but fee here, my lady, 
what a morning's work ! Six brace of birds I 
—a leafli of hares !'*— tumbling them all out 
upon the fofa. 

J* Hoot, oot ! tack tent o* the fofa, my 
bird 1 the ilep's no on*t ; they mawkins «e 
aw bluidy. Here, Jam,** to a fervant, tac^ 
•* . they fulthy brutts to the lairder— and caw 
the dc^, they manna bide wi the caipet 
uncoverM.'* 

'^ What the plague is all this nonfenfe for, 
duck ? uncovering things to make *em unfit 
for ufe. If Tm not to have my dogs about 
me when they've done their duty fo well, 
I'm off. — Why if you bad feen that bitch 
point at that moor cock, you'd have thought 
her worth the fpoiling of twenty itonfenfical 
carpets. Love me, love my dog, that *s the 
good old faying; and curfe tne, if Juno's 
tijrned out of the room, if Til ftay in it/^ 
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" Weela weel ! my bird, dinna be fae cap- 
perijyty, lat Juno (lay then; ye'll ha nac 
objeftions to the ithers being caw*d away, 
juft for aince, it's no every day that we'll hac 
to deu the honors tuU a gentleman a' the 
prence — '• 

" Well, take 'em into the fmoking room, 
and get my pipe ready there, Jem. Vm not 
unreafonable, you know, duck, when you let 
me have my own way : but as for Ju — , d — n 
me if I'd give her up for any prince in Chrif- 
tendom. Here, Ju ! Ju ! come upon the 
fofa, poor wench, and reft your weary bones. 
Look at her poor eyes, my lady, (he has run 
hcrfelflialf blind." 

Lady Dunfkene's diftrefs^was evident, but 
as (he faid no wore, it remained unheeded 
^byMr*.Trotmere, whom (he now, however, 
rcquefted to haften to pull off his boots. 
** WW for, duck? What the d— I's the 
matter with my boots ? Jem may juft wipe 
the dirt off them a little, if you've a mind j. 
but if any body's fo (illy as to objed to boots 
in the country, why V\l teach 'em more fenfe ; 
that's all." 

The rattling of chaife wheels now drew 
the attention of the countefs, and refuming 
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her feat with great ftate and dignity, fhe faid, 
** John Trotmere, my bird, ye mun gang 
and receive the coont at the feut o* the great 
ftair — I wad gladly move forward to meet my 
fon and his bride ipyfel, but aws this fo- 
reigner is wi them, I think ets contrar to 
etiquette." 

** Why Jem can Ihow *em the way, can't 
he, duck ?— What the d--l (hould I go for, 
to ftare and look like a fool,' and not know 
one from t'other? I can't talk gibberifli, you 
know—" 

Mr. Stanville, who had entered during 
the dialogue, good humouredly offered his 
fervices — 'however, it proved to be only Mrs* 
Drummore's maid and baggage; and word 
was brought that the travellers would be here 
in half an hour. 

This fortunate del^ gave time for the re- 
ftoration of order* Mr. Trotmerc betook 
hmifelf to the fmoking room with Juno, 
Where a large arm chair is appropriated to 
her fofe ufe ; the fofa and carpet were refcded 
from the damage of the dogs, and once more 
all was peace and expcAation. 

Mr, Stanville's converfation beguiled the 
time, fo that we were not aware how much 
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beyond eyen the delayed dinner hour it had 
run on ; when a fudden found of voices and 
loud laughter upon the ftairs attntftcd our 
attention. L4ady Dunikene, concluding the 
noife to proceed from another romping match 
between Rofalbina and Geoi^e Darking» 
fiepped to the door, with more of difplea- 
fure, and lefs of dignity, in herafpeft, than 
ufual, when, upon opening it, an exclama- 
tion of '^ There*s my mother !'* uttered in a 
fqueaking, male voice, caufed her to ftart 
back, an^ Mrs. Drummore, almoft con- 
vulfed with laughing, bolted forward into 
ber arms, with " My, dear madam, I am 
equally happy to pay my own refpeds, and 
lay your fon at your feet with whole bones.''* 

The countefs imagining the perfon> Upon 
whofe arm Mrs. Drummore had leaned, to 
be her fon, now threw harfelf about his neck, 
which appeared to be fubmitted to with fome 
confulion ; whilft Mr*. Drummore burft into 
a frefh peal of laughter, crying out, " This 
is Count Solano — there's Drummore coming 
after us/' 

The poor countefs's pefpl&ity was fo 
much increafed l>y this fecond niiftake, that. 
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inftead of pafllng^ on to her Ton, (he began 
making apologies to the count, who couW 
only anfiver by bows ancfgefticulationj while 
Mr. Drummore, who had certainly by far 
the more foreign appearance .of the two, ap- 
proached with all the refpeSful indifference 
of a common acquaintance. " Evvival 
bella madre mia H faid hej. kiffing her 
hand. 

, " I proteil againft Italian arui ^French, 
during our ftay here," cried Mrs Drum- 
more, " and call upon all this company for 
fupport. Drummore really has not forgot- 
ten his own language, and I am determined 
to drive all his foreign fancies and afi^dations 
out of the field." 

" No one fo capable, certainljV' replied 
Mr.*Drummore, with a foreign (hriig, and 
(hake of the head. 

** Befide," continued Mrs. Drummore, 
** I have promifed the count that this vifit is 
to initiate him into theEnglifh language and 
manners; for he is juft as anxious to pafs 
for an Englifliman, as Drummore for a fo- 
reigner. — But your lady (hip does not intro- 
duce me to your guefts. — L,ady Frances 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 313 

Rutheo, and Charles Stanviile, I am ac- 
quainted with)" (baking them by the hand 
in turn; " but '* 

Lady Dunikene, endeavouring to recover 
from the confufion of the firft onfet (for 
never did vieille cour politenefs experience a 
more complete dircomfiture)^ took me by the 
hand, and leading me forward, faid> ^*Thes, 
madam, es Mefs Reeverfdale, connedcd i' 
the female line wi* fome o* the firft faimilies 
inBreetain *' 

This circumftance was new to my^If, and 
did not appear to produce quite the intended 
eflfeft upon Mrs* Drummore ; for, (baking 
me good humouredly by the hand, (be faid; 
^ Mifs Riverfdale's looks might difpenfe 
I with anceftry* An ounce of good humour 
I will outweigh a poimd of Wood with me at 
anytime/' • 

** No juft the fentiment that I wad ha ex- 
packed frae a veecount's doghter, •' returned 
the countefs, drily* 

Lady Frances begged to introduce her ne- 
phew, who had ftood kicking his heels and 
biting his thumb at the window^all this-time. 
" He wai be very glad to affift in Mr. 

VOL, HI. p 
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Dnimmorc'^ converfioa/' ^«d flic, "for 
his Qbjefltioa to foreign manner is very g^ 
nuine.'* 
. *^ Manpers !" retorted the looby i ^ Ecod, 
I faw nothing like manneiis graong 'em .^ Npt 
one of 'em even had the manners to i^e^ a 
word c^ English to m< all the vihik I wis 
tbeio— 3at)b^ijjg away their curfed gibberift 
lik^ ^ pweel of mookies* whea they kiiew I 
cou'dn't underiUnd ft w<¥'don*t/' 

" Perhaps, George, they might OQt know 
1^^ to fpe^k jPi^ifbV* fekd l4ady Frawoj. 
: ^* :M[0re fools they, thei^, lacod !" rQtwned 
G^fWgfis " rii fwear it's the wfiqft Iftpguage 
of the two/* 

L^<iy Fmncfs, $s uf\j^, ^ndeavomie^ to 
palliate her nephew's nonfwfe,, by rejn'ovipg 
him hx mtional pr^udm^' 

" Troth, madam, Y\\ no .agreji th^t 4 
predile^iofi for our ain coc^ntry es ,<^ im^ 
peachiwnt o* the und^rA^d^ijg'— but woaw 
ye be pleafed, Mrs. Dru^mw^r^, tf> hft yer 
wom5c»9 §ttl^d y^ ^ilett*i Jfo dlpi^ «jfel 
the bon^iur tp cf«kduck y^ tuU yer a|»kt- 
©eiit-^ *' 

** luord I do yojtt make doffing i© the 
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country ?" interrupted Mrs. Dratnmore ; " I 
dm never out of my riding habit from thr 
iime I turn my bock upon Londpn.^ 

^^ Faith, nudam, gen I did na drefs i' the 
cooatry, I wad leufe the airt o% awthe* 
gitber/' 

This raifed an involuntary fmile in ail ; 
but in Mrs. Drummore an unreftrained 
laugh. I mfh yott could &e the dref; of 
which (he thus cukivates the art. 

" Cry your ladyfliip mercy i I did not in- 
deed confider the difference of a few months 
in the country, or tlic year round/' faid Mrs. 
Drummore ; " but at any rate J could never 
beftow the time upon it out of hondon" 

" Ah, that^s fo like me !*' exclaimed Lady 
Frances Kuthei^ fentimentally ; " the ten 
thouiaad interefting avocatioiis of the coun- 
try, each daimang an apfH'opriation of 
tim^l -•' 

" I appropriate mine by the lump to a 
very fe«¥ porfuits, wbich anfwer equally in 
point of engroffing it /^returned Mrs. Drum* 
mofe. ^* L mount ray horfe th6 inftant 
bre^fiift is oyer, and feldom get home tiH 
dinner, if then ; my father's four o'clock bell 
u fo regular, it is not eafy, if you take any 
p 2 
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thipg of a ride ; but I never mind, a fnack 
of any fort does for me.; — By the time I have 
dined, my phaeton and four comes to the 
door, and that of courfe runs on till dark ; 
then four or five rubbers of guinea whift, and 
a comfortable fupper, lead you to two or 
three in the morning, before you know where 
you are, in the very longed days. When 
the fox hunting feafon comes, that fwallows 
it all, you know^ — fo I truft my poor habit 
will find favour in Cumberland, fince it has 
had pofleffion of me for fo many years.'* 

" Of courfe it pleads a prefcriptive right," 
faid Mr. Stanville. 

The old lady made no anfwer^ but with a 
very fignificant look turned to the count. 
" Moufshe le Comte wuU no ha been eufed 
to fie ane difregard for etiquette, I imaigine. 
— Maifter George wuU ha the giidenefs to 
convoy hem tull the blue damafk rooms ^^^ 
gar the dinner wait a wee " 

" My dear madam,'* interrupted Mm. 
Drummore, " the cojunt would no more 
part with that great coat, and broad. dirty 
cravat, which he ^onfiders as the true Englifb 
infijgnia,'* winking to Mr. Stanville, " than 
I with my hunting attire." 
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The count fcraped, and bowed, and fniiled, 
but faid nothing. Maifter George had twirled 
himfelf out of the room the moment his fer- 
vices were called for, and Mr. Drummore 
aflced whether he fliould not be admitted 
" to the honour of making his bow to Mr.* 
Trotmere before dinner ? — " 

" Faith, Mr. Drummore, ye maun ex- 
cufe my judgment, being a wee jumbled, 
which gard me no think o't feuner— we'll find 
him in his ain apairtment, and mortefeed, I 
ween, no to ha been drefs'd to receive 
Moufshe le Comte.— '* 

As they were leaving the room, Rofalbina 
came flying in, " Dinner's almoft all on ^ 
table, maa, and you never did fee how fmart 
it looks ; and John's as fine as any thing l--^" 

" Hoot, Rofawlbina, haud yer gab, and 
lat me entrodeuce ye tull the honorable Mrs, 
Drummore." 

** Lawk a daifie ! — and which is brother 
Bob?—" 

Mr. Drummqre made up to her: ** I am 
enchanted with the honour of making ac- 
quaintance '* 

But before he could half get through his 
P 3 
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fjieech, the little madcap jumped up, clung 
about his neck to kifs him> and deranged 
hk nicely powdered curls, to his utter diftrefs 
"^nd his wife's infinite diverfion. 

" You enchanting, little wild thing,'* flic 

cried, " you (ball do as much every day, and 

' the devil's in't, if thofe tremendous curls ftand 

the double attack of your fingers and rhy 

tongue." 

" To fignify Mrs, Drummore's pleafure,; 
is furely fufficient," he replied. " A deCre 
of what one loves, is an order which no fen- 
fible heart can refift.'* 

" This is fnatching a grace beyc^nd the 
reach of common gallantry, indeed Drum- 
more," exclaimed Mr. Stanville. '* Rather 
than infringe Mrs. Drummore's prohibition 
by a French quotation, you fubmit to tranf- 
late it into Englifli nonfenfe." 

Mr. Drummore gave an unmeaning fnSile 
of aflent to a joke which he did not feem 
clearly to comprehend ; and a fummons to 
dinner opened a new iield of amufement — 

But fleep is now gaining fo fafl upon mei 
that I muft defer the remainder till * to 
moTPOW. 
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^d ScpL — It was impoflible tQ refume the 
pea yefterday \ and ftill it can oaly be by 
fnatches, which I fear may cau& ibme of th^ 
fpirit of the narrative io evaporate-— however, 
I will lofe no time in apologies. 

The very uncommon appearance that ppe* 
fcnted itfelfj attrafted all the attention Lady 
Dunfkene had hoped for, accompanied, how* 
ever, with looks that fortunately efcaped her 
obfervation ; for fhe was now quite in her 
clement in fettir^ off, to the bed advantage, 
the pomp and pride of her table, of wkichf 
(he does the honours with the moft unre- 
mitting zeal. 

Mr. Trotmere came out of his fmoking 
room as we paffed it, having probably but 
juft had time to finifli his pipe ; for in his 
drefs there was not even the prqpofed im-- 
provement of the dirt being wiped off his 
boots. Mr. Drummorc, who fcemed to 
Imve refcrved for his ftepfather all the warmth 
of falutation which he had withheld from bis 
mother^ ruflied forward with open arms to 
embrace him; but Mr. Trotmere exclaiming 
forcibly ag^nft the " d — d outlandifti 9uf- 
torn of men brufhing their 4Jrillles againft 
6ach other," fent fuch a fpecimen of the 

p 4 
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gratification, in which he had been indulging, 
to Mr. Drummore*s noftrils, as caufed him 
to fly off with a ftronger expreffion of fenfi- 
bility than he had yet (hown for any thing, 
fqueaking out, " Jefu Maria ! no corps de 
garde was ever half fo overcoming !-'* 

Mrs. Drummore laughed. '* What, worfe 
than the ftables, Drummore ? Poor devil ! 
what trials your nerves have to encounter in 
this barbarous country V 

Mr. Drummore moved on, to as great a 
diftance from the fquirc as the table would 
admit, with his lorgnette to his eye, fcruti* 
nifing every difli as he pafled along, Mrs. 
Drummore placed herfelf next to Mr. Trot- 
mere, profeffjng much delight to find any 
thing fo congenial to her riding habit as his 
boots. 

" Thank ye kindly, my good lady !" faid 
Mr. Trotmere ; ** I did not hope for any 
thing half fo rational coming froln London, 
My lady, here, and her recoUedions of for- 
mer days in the two capitals, as (lie calls 
*^m, where I never have been, and hope I 
never (hall, pefters me to death with her 
fiddle cvmi fad* about the fmell of boots and 
the dirt of dogs '* 
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^* Dogs ! Fve never lefs than half a dozen 
about me when Pm at home, and Fd rather 
ftndl a pair of boots than otter of rofes," re- 
plied Mrs. Drummore. 

" Egad, Old England will do yet then, if 
there are many like you in London I*' ex- 
claimed the delighted Mr. Trotmere; 

Whilft this dialogue was going on at one 
end of the table. Lady Dunfkene, at the 
other, was endeavouring to recoUedl all that 
(he had formerly known of French, to make 
herfelf intelligible to the Italian count, who 
does not fpeak a word of it, and who feemed 
bent upon making his court by being as 
Englifti as poflible ; which, indeed, his whole 
appearance was meant to evince ; for, in adr 
dition to the infignia alluded to by Mrs. 
Drummore, he wore a brown fcratch almoft 
into his eyes, a club flick, and boots, moft 
comically contrafted with the fine embla- 
zoned ftar upon his great coat, under which 
he wore no other. — Without the fmalleft re* 
ference, therefore, to the countefs's fpeeches, 
he kept fmiling and bowing, withdrawing his 
plate from all that (he iattempted to load it 
with, and repeating, " Ah, (harming!— 

^ 5 
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Mulh oblegc !— Roafta bccve ! — ^Plume pud- 
dino !" which was the more unlucky, as the 
ftrifteft attention had been paid that nothing 
(o vulgar as roaft beef and plumb pudding ^ 
fliould find its way to the table : (be could 
therefore only inform hkn, ihdit poy-i//bn and 
patty venifon were the removes; to which he 
ftili continued repeating, " Roaftabeevc!— 
Afpettero i — Grazie ! — Maifik mangiafem- 
pre plume puddino * /'*— At length (h^ called 
upon her fon to interpret ; but he was far too ' 
bulily employed in tailing of every difh, and 
fending away his plate as h&y with apparent 
dif^ft, to attend to hen Mr. Stanville 
then took upon him to e^xplain for the coun- 
tefs, that roaft beef and plumb pudding 
were " no juft to be mat wi at eelegant 
tables,** but (ince (he underftood they were 
his tafte, founded upon the Prencc's predi* 
kdion, he might depend upon having them 
every day during his ftay; — upon which 
** Moqfshe le Comte" proceeded to eat ci 
every thing that came before him, with an 
appetite fo voracious and undiftingui(hingj as 

• His Majefty ^ways eatt piofflb padding* 
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proved it to have been a mere compliment to 
the tafte of the country, that he had exprefled 
any preference whatever. 

Not fo Mr. Drummore. " May I take 
the liberty of aiking where your ladyfhip's 
cook came from ?*' he at length faid. 

Her ladyfliip^s attention was too much 
engroffed to perceive the drift of the queftion, 
and (he anfwered with felf-complaccncy, 
'' Troth, my dear, (he's juft a Cumberland 
lafs, that I faae enftrucked myfcl to fend up 
twaeleevens, awsyelee." 

** Jefu Maria! a, female," exclaimed he; 
•• I hope to Heaven this remains of barbarity 
is confined to the Wilds of Cumberland ! I 
have an unfortunate delicacy of palate, that 
never yet was gratified by female hands/* 

Lady Dunikcne looked confounded. *" Do 
not, dear madam, give yourfelf any uneafi- 
ncfs upon the fubje<ft,'* be continued ; ^ Bi- 
ondino (hall do me an ommelette, which 
will quite fatisfy me; and in the meanwhile 
have the goodnefs, to comply with my foreign 
habits, and let the melons- grace the firft 
courfe, and I (hall do vaftly weU.'* 

*• Deed, Mr. Drummore, I'm no vany 
lure there may be a melon awa/' 
p 6 
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^ Raw youBg artichokes would do as well, 
then !'* he faid, '* or even radifliesT-'* per- 
ceiving her ladyftiip demur at the arti- 
chokes. 

" Troth, thefe may be all new-fangled in- 
ventions feence my refidence in the great 
warld; [ canna fay I ever heerd o beginning 
denner wi fie like.'* 

Mr. Drummore drily conceived it ** pof- 
fible that many foreign elegancies might not 
yet haveiound their way to Brig Hall.'* 

This put the old lady upon her mettle, and 
0ie retorted, that (he might have hoped fuch 
elegancies as fhe had formerly learnt in the 
twa capitals o Breetain might have qualified 
her to do the honors to her ain bairns at 

leaft 

. Mrs. Drummore interpofed — " Don't 
ipind his foreign vagaries, dear madam; by 
the time I have hunted him round all the (ox 
hounds in the kingdom he'll become a more 
rational creatui;e> and prefer a good (lice of 
buntfman's beef to all the ommelettes and 
raw artichokes in the world.'* 

Mr. Trotmere was ready to jump off his 
feat. " What do you follow the hounds, 
my pretty one, with your pink checks and 
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flltn waift? Egad, I'll be your fquirc the 
longeft day I live — and as for a huntfman*s 
round, there's one in the houfe at this very 
inftant, and if you join me in fetting it be- 
fore all thefe fandangoes, ten to one but my 
lady will let us have it inj hay, duck!'* to 
the countefs, " won't you? The devil a 
morfel: have I been able to tafte of all thefe 
cirlium kicklhaws ! Who would have thought 
that a fine London madam would have ftood 
by me ? Why I dare fay after all they're ano- 
therguefs kind o' people than what I took 
'em for, and I may be tempted to frifk it up 
among 'em one of thefe days yet, to look for 
a hufband for Binny or fo, hey Binn !" 

" Yes, do dear paa, let's go back with 
brother Bob !" 

" Hoot, Awlby ! — Deed, John Trotmere, 
my bird, ye munna crack fie nonfenfe, to 
gar the lafs expofe herfel — " 

" Well, well, my lady, you're always tu- 
toring nie; but let's have in the round, and 
rU forgive you; and if this jolly Madam 
Drummore will (land by me, I'll have in the 
whole. Chefhire cheefe, and cut fome ilices 
cayfelf to be toafted, and a draught of the 
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bcft Oftober to wafli it down — (hall us, my 
fparkler?". 

" Deed, my bird, the honourable M«. 
Drummore's juft macking a feul o'yc:aws 
to the round o* beef I dinna objack — but 
yer toafted cheefe 'ell juft turn Moufshe le 
Comte feeck." 

" Whatever it may do the cx)unt, I muft 
take the liberty to obferve that it's what I 
could not undertake to encounter,'* faid 
Mr. Drummore. 

Here the fudden ftriking up of Marflial 
Saxe's minuet from behind the fcreen, in 
notes fo difcordant as I fuppofe never were 
combined before, fpread difmay around. 
The count's poll tenets confined the expref- 
fion of his unhappinefs to his looks: Mr^ 
Drummore, in an agony, clapped his hands 
to his ears, and jumped up to leave the 
room ; but having, in obedience to foreiga 
cuftoms, tucked the table cloth, for want of 
napkins, into his button hole, the fuddeo 
jirk overfet King Charles, with a dreadful 
erafli of the fine old china difbes, which 
drew forth fcreams fk)m one end of the 
table^ and peals of laughter from the other, 
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iocreafing the horrible difcord to a degree 
that baffles defcription, and from which Mr. 
Dfummpre made his efcape,! without the 
flighteft appearance of attention to the qaif- 
chief he had occafioned. 

John the butler, formerly a foldier, was 
hx too rigid a difciplinarian to difobey the 
ftria injunftion he had received from the 
Gountefs, not to ftir from the fideboard till 
the fecond courfe (hould come in s hii gro- 
tefque figure, confiderably heightened by 
bis finery :provingfo tight as to oblige him to 
keep hie (irms a kimbo, remained therefore 
immovably pinned to the fideboard durii^ 
all the motion and buftle to rcftore order that 
ic^n^ throughout the room, and addeU not 
a little to the comic efFedfc of the whole 
fcene. The broken fragments being difpo&d 
of, the muficians difmiflTed, and Mr* Dr um« 
wore reeaUed, poor Kii^ Charles*^ deftined 
head bwing again fallen a facrifice was too 
obvious a joke for Mr. Trotmerc to mift* 
" TThe d— 1 ! who would have looked for a 
fccond Oliver from your own flelh and bloiad, 
my lady ?" he exclaimed, fcarce able to ar-^ 
ticulate for laughing. 

This untimely joke effefted what all (Jie 
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difcomfitures of the day had failed in ; it tri- 
umphed over the good old lady's politenefs ; 
her brow clouded, her eyes darted indigna- 
tion, and, with an afperity I did not con- 
ceive to have been in her nature, (he retorted, 
« A Wheg only cud ha the eenhumawnity 
to laugh at ony weckednefs^ that it cud (hutc 
his entereft to parpetrate/' 

Mr. Stanville wiftiing to give a turn to her 
difpleafure, attempted to carry the compa- 
rifon of Mr. Drummore back to Nero, who 
enlivened his crimes with mufic; but it 
would not do : the cloud was not entirely 
difpelled till we retired after dinner, when 
the countefs eafed her bofom of the remain- 
ing load, by imparting to us, that what had 
fo particulariy (hocked her, was the fear that 
the count (hould have conveyed to the Prince 
a doubt of her loyalty, in fuffering " (ic 
blafphemy*' to be uttered in her prefence. 
We of courfe all joined in reaffuring her, upon 
the ground of the count's ignoraoce of Eng- 
li(h, which in her wrath (he had overlooked; 
and by the time the gentlemen came to cof- 
fee, (he was reftored to her^ wonted urba- 
nity. 

" Noo, Moufshe le Comte, I'll bed de- 
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feeance tull my fon's cruticifms, and gee yc 
fome o the baft Mokoa coffee ye'U ha met 
wi." 

" Ah, mufh oblige, my lady — (harming 
— maeft^ bcve fempre — alway trinke Mokoa 

" Wad Heeven 1 cud ha the honour o 
farving him wi't ! et fud be upo' my knees/' 

As Mr. Trotmere had remained at his 
bottle, no obfervations were made upon this 
fpeech, Ivhich juight otherwife have revived 
grievances, being an inexhauftible topic of 
altercation adhered to by the countefs with 
all the zeal of undiminilhed loyalty, and 
eternally cavilled at by the fquire, chiefly, I 
really believe, for the fun of putting her out 
of temper. - 

** Half an ounce to a cup, I hope !" faid 
Mr. Drummore, as Ladv Dunfkene was 
putting the coffee into the pot. 

" Juft fae, my dear, and boil'd tull a 
fengle bubble. Yer grandfaither, the Earl 
oGlencourie, broght the airt frae Conftanti- 
nople, and I vailue myfel upo' no ha'ing de- 
generate ; and Tm fae parteckular aws to the 
roafting, that the roafter's aye keept en my 
aia dreflSng room " 
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*• Roaftcr ! Jefu Maria, there can be no 
accuracy in a roafter ! Permit me to fuggcft 
it (hould be done in a (hovel, over the char- 
coal, . till the oil appears upon the bean j — 
that's the fignal of perfeftion— a fecond more 
or lefs, is deftruftion.'* 

•* Weel a weel, I hae leam'd to judge o't 
frae habit, and I dinna gae muckle wrang, 
and then cts ground dirackly." 

" Ground ! my dear madapi, I beg you 
ten thoufand pardons ; but my grandfather 
muft have entirely forgotten his leffon, ground 
Coffee IS not drinkable; pounded, ma'am, 
believe me ! the Turks always pound it — " 

" Faith, Mr. Drummore !" very gravely, 
** its unka fafhious no to ha the gude fortin 
to pleafe ye in ony thing." 

** I beg forgivenefs a thoufand times, I 
hadn't an idea of finding feult ; and an in- 
creafed quantity of fugar can(^y will do away 
the harflinefs of the roafting.'^ 

** By my troth I dinna believe ther a bet 
fugar cawndy to be gotten i' Penrith." 

" Why then you muft abfolutcly excufc 
nie, but I cannot tafte a drop. — I entreat it 
may not give you the llighteft uneafinefs— I 
fo feldom find it to my mind in this countryf 
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that I am quite accuftomed to be (ktisfied 
with the chajje, and forego the caf^/' 

" The what ?'* 

" Chaffe cafe — li queur of any kind > Ma- 
rofqoin the beft, certainly, but if not at 
""band, parfait amour, ratafia de Neuilly — the 
commoneft will do.'* 

" Faith and, troth ! gen flimb or cherry 
brawndy o* my ain macking ivonna deu, I 
caana undertake to gi ye ony thing batcer." 

Mr. Dlrummore, too much difconcerted 
to anfwer> hummed a tune, and walked to 
the window. 

Mrs. Drummore returned from vifiting 
her horfes^ notwithftanding the heavy raim 
that had come on, and the diftance of the 
ftables ; no weather ever kept her from them, 
flie faid ; and finding fome of us had gotten 
our work, (he bid Drummore fetch hers. 

He came back with a load, of which the 
bulk created fome furprife; upon being 
opened, it proved a hammercloth. 

** Prefarve me !" exclaimed Lady Dun^ 
ft.ene, '* deu tlie varry employment o* wo* 
men oreginate i* the ftables noow o' days?'* 
Upon finding fome very noble arms, how- 
ever, quartered with her fon*s, in the em- 
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blazoned efcutcheon from which Mrs. Drum- 
more was working, her reprobation was 
foftened, 

" The improved energy of the female cha- 
rafter may be traced to their very fingers 
ends," Mr. Stanville obferved to Lady 
Frances Ruthen. ** Now you, who are all 
fenfibility and fentimeht, embroider ruffles; 
'Mrs. Drummore, who holds both in con- 
tempt I guefs, works hammercloths and 
rugs.*' 

" Certainly,'* replied Mrs. Drummore, 
" when I work at all-^but it feems to mc 
fuch a wafte of time ; and in London that 
commodity is ftill more fcarce than in the 
country." 

" For thofe who wifli to improve it — '* 
began Lady Frances. 

*^ That's what I reckon I do to the ut- 
moft," interrupted Mrs. Drummore ; *' afti- 
vity in conforming, is my motto; for one 
muft.do like the reft of the world. In the 
firfl inftance, every body, you know, plays 
at cards all night, and makes vifits all the 
morning, and goes every where every even- 
ing; and fo do I — but then Tm up as early 
as if I went to bed in time, and by that 
means I can fee after my horfes, and get a 
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rldc, or drive, of three or four hours every 
day into the bargain. I hate your idlers, 
who contend for fp many hours in bed; and 
becaufe they are kept out of it at night, 
lleepaway the whole forenoon. Four or five 
hours is the utmoft that nature requires, 
I've the King of Pruflia's authority for it; 
you know — " ; . 

** I expefted you to quote Young's ad- 
monition,*' faid Lady Frances; " we take 
no note of time, but from its lofs — ** 

" Mrs. Drummore, . on the contrary, 
gives it the fpur, and feems to gallop it 
twice round in the twenty-four hours," faid 
Mr. Stanville. 

" So I do, Charles, upon my life ! that*s 
a good obfervation." 

" But mental improvement of time^ my 
dear Mrs. Drummore, was Young's objeft, 
you know," contimied Lady Frances. 

'* Lord, my dear Lady Frances," tx^ 
claimed Mrs. Drummore, ^ you know no* 
body ever thinks of mind in the beaumonde; 
one (hould only get laughed at, and called a 
methodift, or a blue flocking, for one's 
pains." 

" I flioujd think the laugh might be re- 
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totted upon thofe who affixed ^n Impertbeht 
^pftthfit to mental acquirements, merety asan 
excufc for their owiy ignorance," replied 
J^y Frances. 

*♦ Cry you mercy, Lady Frances ! I mtant 
no offeoce to your blue ftocking friends ; only 
you knoiw learning, fentiment, and all that, 
have been made fo very ridiculous lately." 

^' Ay, the affeaation of them,*' laid Mr. 
StanvUlc 3 ** but I ftould no mofe conccire 
Jofeph Sur&ce, to be levelled at genuine de^ 
UcflK^ of fentiment, than I fhould allow a 
lampoon upon rouge to imply a fatire upon 
the native blufli of innocence." I 

" Thank you, dear Charles/* fiiid Lady 
Frances, " and do throw in a wofd for poor 
literature likewife." 

^* An example would anfwer better// re- 
{died he. ^* If I were out of this compai^, 
I would couple another name with that of 
Mrs. ^landfbrd, and a& who could difl^nt 
fiom the (pinion, that a highly cuUiTated 
{nind confers the laft poHfii upon fe^oale 
charms.'* 

A glancevof his eye feemed unintentionally 
to point me out as the pbjed of an allofon 
which warS fo far above mydefcrt^ thaty-how 
S 
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ever gratifying^ my confufion was extreme, 
and could not have efcaped obfervation, but 
for the fortunate exclamation of Rolalbina, 
" Lawk a daify ! do all Lady Frances Ru* 
then's friends always wear blue ftockings ?*' 
which produced a general laygh, that gave ' 
flje time to cecover. 

Mrs. Drummoire, with fome humour^ 
dcfcribed Lady Frances's learned friends, 
and thence proceeded to an eulogium upon 
card playing, and all the fenie and judgment 
it required ; ending with an enun^Ei^ion of 
the various games at which- (he excelled, and 
whift above all, ** which by the by/' flw 
added, ^ cliqched my conqueft over Drum- 
more. Wafn* t it that ftrofce by which I reco« 
vered the game, when you had given it up 
for loft, that finally made you mine ?•** to 
him. 

** That,^and a thoufand other perfeftions,** 
he fq>)icd. 

*' Of courfe if I were not as much at home 
in.th$ Sables as at the card table, I lhoul<| 
thinfk.I miade but a poor ufe of my treats. 
I believe you were not a little furpriCed there, 
too!— For you muft knoWf Charles,*' flic 
froxktiniaed, addrcffing herfelf >ta Mr. Stan« 
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villc, ** that one of the bajrs my father gave 

me on my wedding day had fallen lame. I 

was bent upon driving down here four in 

hand. Tattcrfall could only match the other 

three by a' gelding that had never been in 

harneis. He propofed having him broke in, 

but I begged to .be excufed ; I know they 

frequently are taught bad tricks, fo J chofc 

to undertake that job myfelf ; and I mounted 

the break. — ^You'd never have forgotten poor 

Drummore, if youM feen him ftare ; and a 

rare tuflel I had, to be fure; kicking and 

pluiigingat a confounded rate; but I.foon 

made him know his mafler \ 1 brought him 

in as gentle as a lamb ; and upon my life I 

think . him now the moll tradable of the 

%r.^* 

•* Ah/' exclaimed Mr. Stanville, 

— — " Such charioteers as thefe. 
Might drive four harnefs'd prince9 if they plcafe." 

•^ Ay, you may joke, but the road along 
the lake is no fmall trial of fldll, let me tell 
you. li believe Drummore and the count 
bothgave themfdves up for loft there, poor 
jdcvils ! Juft at the narroweft, fteepeft part, 
Bouncer tripped, and the fore wheel grazed 
the edge of the precipice : it took a fmart 
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cut of the whip to fivea*t the danger ; ^xtd I 
thought 1 ihouid hav^ died with ku^ingat 
their fears : and it had 3^^ occurred to mc 
again when we made our tntrie^ which feemed 
to take your ladyftiip,iailiktle by furprife— •* 

" Faith, madafld, J !Jb«Hwe)jIfH foimiiio 
be i|iuf^e:fi>fpi^fed at wy IhUig'r-l.hadtiac 
teswd: yi^ fihtife dnve.up tjttU- the door^" 

'' Lx)?d, >Q, .bo*.fl¥mld you ^.Wealigbtc4 
at the'^Wes ! I always fqeithesdear citfattires 
walked about^ audi ruhbe^dontet myfklUjaxA 
g^ th^r^fbedi^.ifdkete'^itbae.: We flie^d 
Mye Jbi^i^An^ h^ ^b ho^fiioxm: hatfhf thafii 
and Drummore's impatient remdnftcaticei, 
^ rthe cpufA'i$i{W)giii4ef»^<&rT^ tp. iilcftafe 
Ay diyei:fiion;.fbr{j«^ldl)otiktl^eQi>nJkl^ 
jlJwr firftsppe^rawer)ritb9i|t me.W ' * 1 » 

•liady Ivfery Ji^^oirti <^wi>f^tirned« stnfl 
ithe^ f3^r^i)Q|^ /^: prellvit^fai! paiTed.in all 
dut .^Ktn^ I I/rej^ked U^ Ahxx^thM- ^ liad 
^i:ea fawdjfroiyi what .wefiid. cfeitaiiiiy fa^ve 
^txi (9ibGiiHii^re'^n,l>andi]&6 diV?i[ibi4 
ihatotorMro-Sttovyk'ipdjteeloj '' ^: ' \- 
; « .^i* A^ecwb tt) d9Wffio,»«ifipjtOiiiigbti^^f; flie 

At the name of muiic Mr. DAoaflQore 

VOL, HI, Q 
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mental performers ; hut upqn my being d^ 
fired to move toward the inftniment, lie re^ 
covered fome ccwnpofure. 

•* I've not the fmalkft obje<5tion to= mif- 
iic," faid Mrs. Drummore, " provided I'm 
not obliged to attend to it. " 

*• Not attend to it!** ^xcWiflied^ Lady 
Francses Ruthen> •^^I think I riev'er.rhiflfcd 
yjxi\i from the Optra the whole .winter/'^ 

^ No, certainly, nijlie is one iif the beft 
boxes in the houfejytmikfiidwv- - ^ 
>^ I beg leave to di&r fr<«v Ibtffe dpittion?' 
iadd^Mr. Drammorey'^ I iiouldi Aot tiea^'in 
itJrtaU." r : ' ' :. -v.. ..■:/.! .- 
t ^. Why that's the very' tWng that mdt« 
dtfib:<kijghtfuL It's clofe to Fops alley, which 
enables me to fpeak fo every body ^ifh<)iiyt 
Ibeang annoyed' by fhe mufic V^d you feis 
itfae. dancing beibr than: any wh^f^ <^&cept 
in the pit, where one can't ^o, you kfioWv* 
: *5 I fhall beg the favoinr lo ^be fet. at li- 
jDccty," «turned. Mr. Dttohmdre, ^veif 
gravely, *^ to feek 4i place wh^e I may M^ 
^vithdut ihtertup^ibii, in <rale \ 0fo«ld \^n 
the piisfortunc to be detained tke wiJiter i| 
En^and/' .. ' : f^.r .; . . 
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fbJcmn about it, that liberty is yours with- 
out afking for; you don't fuppofe We ate 
foch a ftupid fet here, as to want our liuf- 
bands ftuck up in the box with us; you'd 
be looked upon with a^ devilifli evil eye, "I 
tan tell you." 

" Subfcribe to wy box> I entreat you, 
Ktr. Drummore,^ fald Lady Frafnces, 
" where filence io {)erfe(Sl: tcigns, th^t If any 
of our colleagues- were but to blow their nofe 
during an air of Marchefi*5, his name would 
be inftantly erafed." 

•* Why what a >d— n — d bore it muftall 
be,*' exclaimed George Darking, who Was 
^ juft beginning to recover* from a fit of the 
fulks, into which* he had been throwa by a 
check from Lady Frances, ^upon his addref- 
JSng to the xDOiintefs ' forfte ifaapertinent db- 
fcrvarion on the Scotch, which he meant Ibr 
wit/ " They are nothring but a fet of 
fqueaking, fqualling foreigners/' he contir 
nu6d; *^ and* as to their iki^ing, and 
jumping, and twirtmg upon their toes,/whi{rk 
you all make fothf afufs about,- ecod t^cra&i 
little Jack the failor that might challenge any 
ialf dozen gf 'ein in a. hornpipe. . If you had 
but feen him foot: it away upon* deck ?as wt 
Q % 
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were bepabncd in croffiiig, you'd have known 
fvhat good dancii^g h."^ 

^ My dear George/* fakJUady Frances, 
•*• you have hot feen any of tfce pantomime 
dances, that idcew lears from erery body hit 
winter/* 

** Draw tears ^th their heek/' iotemipted 
Jac, ^ itcod thit'siadeviUfligood oi»!*' And 
then he fubjoined a joke too coar& to repeat, 
fUid iet up a great faoife lai^b ; from whidi 
I^dy Frances Endeavoured to divert ob&r- 
vation, by requefting me to fit. down to die 
Suir^cfaord^ aitd wake >a convert of Mcs. 
.Drummore« 

Mr. StanvlHet aware that my courage m» 
not increafed by the idea of doing what was 
€v\dtoi)y dtfagroeabkr to one of khe company, 
«hifpercd me, " Might jiot Jaoquet Dcotz*j 
ido you think, contrive a lady of fa(hion, that 
iwould anfwcr every puipofc for which Mrs. 
DnMnnoorcf appears to be formed ?" 

This was placing her &) near ber true light, 
that it Tscovered me from the folly of coa&' 
^dertng her- zs any tbiog ^ and I fit dom 

•^ Ab ingenifMs ^bediaaicy 'wb^fe Mkomatons pe^ 
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wittcHst hcfit^tion^ and fang two or three of 
Mr. Stanville's favourites; for his taftc and 
judgment in mufic, Henry, are equal to every 
tiling elfe; 

Rofalbinaj wko had crept clofc to my el- 
bow, whi^ered, ** I with I might a& for » 

'' Do, MifsTrotmerel^ 

« Why — Can you fing Blowzy Befs and 
Flouting Poll?" " ' 

*' I really never met with it/^ 

The countefe checked heri, •* Why m*» 
deed; now^ maa, yoa ean*t think howi merry 
'ris, if you did but hear Tom huntfmatt 

*^ 1^ my troth, Rofawlbina, ye gar me 
Wufc.^ 

** RofalbinaP* excbimed the count, 
** Ncme Itagliana f grazio/e affai r 

^* Deed, I thought et wad nae be unob* 
farved by Moufshe le Comte; explain tuU 
him, my dear.mefs, the full meaning p't. 
^fa alba *, ye ken, .wiVa lleght dejcviation^ 
to mark it's no juft bei^ frae the portraij^ 

♦ The tMhiu roje, cmWematic of the Prctefedert ^ 
Q'3 
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patnter> I teuk the name. Rq/awlbijta tw^^ 
dudes 4be awllufion^ without macking et teU' 
obvious." ' 

** -4 A, brava P* faid the count, upon my 
interpreting this elegant inflrance of loyalty, 
which he promifed to report^ and expi^eflfed 
himfelf highly delighted with fuch a proof of 
the /entiments of the country of England 

Mr. Trotmere, who, in compliment to 
Mrs* Drummore, I believe, had left his 
bottle while yet able to fupport himfelf, liow 
came reeling in, and bawled out for a hant^ 
ing fong J which, being fortunately able to 
indulge him in, obtained a nod of approba^ 
tion even from Mrs. Drummore, who bad, 
** It was lively, and had fome fenfe in it :" 
but Lady Dunikene exprefled her wonder, 
that I would ** derogate from the ufual ele* 
gance of my performance, by adopting an 
eediom and dialeck fo varry offenfive to deli- 
cate ears aws the Englifh.'* 

" What the devil, duck, haven't 1 heard 
you jnake her break her teeth with ScoUJol 
twenty times, yourfelf ?" 

" Deed, ets a varry deeflferenfr things t&f 
bird, Daaved Reezzro's compofections, a«d 



Me^'s hoxkRY pronooKuation, gi them aw the 
f^tnefs o' the Etawlian, I'fe engage an pn- 
prejudice<i tar might juft tack the ane for 
t'ither.'.' 

.Mr. Drummers fmiled contemptuQullyt 
at^d be^ed^ to* know whether I did the 
French ap^m comiques the honour of fing-, 
ing any t^ing from them ?" 

" No^ d— n it, let's have no gibberifli !'* 
cried the ftjuire. 

" Ecod, th^t would be too bad!'* faid 
George Parking; *' I'll fwear flie has more 
fcnfe than tofing fuch confounded fluff." 

^* Mifs Riverfdale might lay claim to in- 
dulgence, if fhe fhould fall fo fliort of yottr 
opinion of her fenfe, George, as to comply 
with Mr, Drumipore's requefl. You know 
fhe has had the misfortune to pafs fome years 
upon the continent," faid Mr. Stanville. 

Lady Frances, ever alive to the flightefl 
attack on her amiable nephew, vindicated 
hi&intirefling prejudices as ufual; ^nd the 
filuirei concujrring in their beiag not only 
cxcufable, but naeritorious, exclaimed, " Ay, 
George is an honeft fellow, after my owi^i 
jbeart: Come idougt my boy, we'll go and 
Q 4 
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drink t*other glafs, to the d— n — n of all 
foup maigrcs." 

Mr. Stanville ffnflingly opened the mufic 
book to another fong, and made no reply; 
Indeed it is the firifl: time I hare heard YAta 
give way to the flighteft retbrt upon ih\i 
oaf, this is the more ftriking, as his fenfe 
of ridicule is acute beyond what I have 
ever met with : his forbearance can only be 
imputed to the extreme kindnefs of hearty 
which ihakes him unwilling to o£fend Lady 
Frances, whofc worth he fefpeds through all 
her follies. 

Lady Dunikene having oppofed Mr. Trot- 
mere's return to his bottle, he fwore then h* 
would have the bottle into the drawing room, 
and the pipe to boot ; and being fupported 
in this by Mrs. Drummore, who feems di- 
verted with any thing that's out of the com- 
mon way, he carried his point, and foon put 
an end to the mufic, as you may fuppofe. 

Mrs. Drummore was charmed to find, that, 
among the proficiencies Rofalbina had ac- 
quired in her father's and Tom the huhtf- 
man's fociety, a perfect ftiH in horfefleft, 
und undauntedncfs In following the houtdf^ 
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ranked foremoft. A warm dilute aiofc be- 
twiaen her and the couotefs, who for thefe 
two years paft has ip vain be^ tiying to 
check, what her early miftak^ in educaticm 
have laid the grounds >of. St was extremely 
c1iara<5teriftk and diverting; but there n no- 
end to repealling all, and my attention was» 
Imuft acknowk^e, a little drawn ofiT, by 
obferving fome very extraordinary changes' 
in Mr. Stanyitle's countenance^ as he con* 
verfed at the ferther end of the room with 
Count ■ Solano. I even thought the cloud 
remained^ though be tried to fmilc it off, 
when he again approached the work tabki 
where Mrs. Drummore was fettling a bet 
with the fquire, who back^ Binn^s leaping 
the five-barred gate at the end of the park> 
againfl her, for a haunch and dozen^ to mor« 
tow morning* Lady Dupflcene, however, 
obje<5ted fo ftrenuoufly, and Mr. Stanville 
feemed fo much aware of the reafon there 
wis in her fears^ that he undertook to laugh 
Mrs. Drummore out of it ; which he did 
with a good humoured ridicule, and fuch in- 
finite droHery, as the at length, gave way to, 
■upon condition that this inftance of her 

9 S 
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prtrdcncewas to obtain ber being cntruftciJ 
with Rofalbina in London the winter aftcf 
next; from which Ihc promifed herfelf tia* 
bounded diverfion. 

The fquire acquiefced inftantaneoufljr, ds 
it might (ave him goir^ after a htilband fc^ 
Binn himfelf, he faidi He could truft Ma^ 
dafti Drummore ibr choofing one ^ter bi& 
own heart. 

" Hoot, John Trotmere, my bird ! yc're 
ay fulling the bairn's heed wi* eeiidelicat 
ideas o'hufbands/' 

^^ Nay, now dear maa, don't jaw po<w 
paa eaufe of that> fo? it's fo good of biro, 
you know/' 

" There's a brother of my owa would 
make the nice^ huibami for Rofalbina that 
could be/' faid Mrs. Drummore* 

Rofalbina jumped up, clapping her hamfe. 
^* Lawk a daify me ! Mayn't I have him, 
maa?'' 

" Deed, Awlby, yer pappaw eli juft p«: 
vart yer morals awthegither." 

*• What the devil do ye mean by Ihat^ 
my lady ? there's no perverfi^n iu a hulban^ 
furer 
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\ «^ No! th^t there cin't,'* cried Roikl- 
bina, " or maa would never have iparrie4 
two, you know/* . 

The countefs was a little, pofed: Rofelbina* 
went on ; " Do, dear fitter Bob, tcU me all 
abo«it hii3>f is he mpnftrous hand&me ? and 
cionftrouis^ good natured ?" I 

. '' JDeed,; madam/* faid the; counteff 
gravely, " ye miinna encourage hfr i' fi? 
fenfual, eediotical queftioas ; I fud.ha been 
paifackly alhamed o' fie ap ^endelicacy en 
myfel, as to ha beftowed a thoght o\ a buf- 
bai^d's parfon,'* 

" What neither one nor t'other of 'em, 
maa?" perfifled Rofalbina, with the utmoft 
innocence. 

*^ Deed no, Awlby,** replied the counted 
calmly. *' I .married Mr. Drummore fpr 
the aunteequity o' hes defcent, and John 
Trotmere (wba's varrf iVeel *Uied iikewife) 
on account o hes fortun.. £ts no having 
turn'd put fae confeederable, was nae ytr fawt^ 
John Trotmere, and I banna contreebute to 
^mack ye; feelit a mesfortin'^ 
., John Trotmere was by this time nodding 
over his pipe, which prevented pur knowipg 
Q 6 
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how £irlie Was fttkfied With this Bi^y 6f 
the couDtefs's delicacy. > ^ 

^* But your ladyfhip docs not eitpc£t.|JB* 
rity fo immaculate to be of eafy attauuaeDt?'^ 
iaid Mr. StanviUe. : t 

^ In my ain doghter I mf^t peiii^&op^ 
to enftull it, gen t were nae coontenkrked hf 
the glide mbn ; bdt the monik o the cai^rpU 
tid 1 wad nae be muckle furpHfed fird be de^ 
generate, fith Wheg preenciples ha tii- 
^mph'd. Yer Whegs mack tany Kg^t d 
the iawn&uty o mutmmoiiiy^ and gen a 
womman finds herfel neglacked, tr^th iber 
fomwhat to be faid en her excufc.^ 

*^ If firaiky Were confined to thofe whoifc 
hufbands iet them the example^'^ find Lady 
Mary Malcolm. 

•• Don^t be feverc, my dear madam,** itt^ 
termpted Lafdy Frances, ^ conider tlvs ft*' 
duftions to which thc^moft amiable qtttlitief 
of the heart, fentiment> and ftnfibifiiy, cf£^ 
pofe oui' poor felt.** 

** I don't know hoir to make much al» 
lowance for the feduftion of a marrfcd wo* 
man," replied Lady Maty^ " (he can ccc* 
tainly ple*d neither innocence nor igw! 



xance.'* 
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^ Bat Lady Frances means <to fere& a 
trophy to magnanimity, upon the ruifls of 
Tiiluey in honoclr of the married woman whd 
thiis f ncounfecrs obloquy, in the full convic'- 
tion that (he has no e:tcufe to offer/' faid 
Mr Staovttic. 

*^ Lcfrd* how can you all be fo fevere ?^* 
UA Mrs. Drammore. ■** What dcfts it fig- 
nify, as long as a hi^fband is fatisBed F and 
the moment he makes a ftir, you know 
there*s a divorce, and an end on*t : nobody 
vifits the poor woman any more : what would 
you have, can any thing be more moral ?'* 

** Too. rigid by tratf, I think, in many 
iofiances,^' refumed Lady Frances, " when 
you cbtt6Acv the tdlutements of paffion under 
the dlfguife of fricnafHi^— *' 

*f Paitli and troth. Lady Frances!'* in- 
terArptcfd the countefs, ^ ye jrrft turn yer 
hted wi ftrlthy romances aboot love and fen- 
tin£rent, and Re like. As 1 feid before, gen 
a womman*s neghckcd ets anc t^^ng ; but 
ye*fl no pcrfuadd me, that a wife wha has an 
honieft mon o her ain, wull be thinking^ 
ither mon.^ What the de*cl wad ftie hac 
mair ?" 

The looks of I^y F^ccS were extremely 
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figniBcant; but what h«r anfwer mig]|>ty)liK 
been I cannot tell, as it was interrupted 4qf 
the violent game of romps which had bce» 
begun between George Darking and Rofalr 
bina, from the time of Mr. Trotmcfe's hav^ 
ing dropped fall afleep, and which i»f 
brought them into the midfl of our g^oQpe, 
to the overthrow of the work table, &c« 
This awoke Mr. Trotmere, whp joined in 
the riot, which long reliftied dil interpofitioai 
till the card tables at length filenced if^ aad 
concluded the events of the day. 



Zth Sept. — It has taken me mofe days 
than Ihad expcfted to finilh the account of 
. that memorable one, and many occu|re«ces 
have remained untold, which ought to bav^e 
found their daily place^ We have h^djfiftr 
ing parties on the lake *-^-an excurfion to 
the other lakes, among which Derwj^ntwater 
llrongly called to my mind the . beautie|5 of 
the lake of Lucerne j whilft Mrs. Drummqtp 
and the fquire have . deftroyed, I bdievf 
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ncariy all the game upon the moors. You 
never beard of fuch devaftation as they glory' 
in. All this has aflfprded a variety of charac- 
tefiftic comic fcenes; of which, however, 
the relation muft await greater leifufe, and 
renewed fpirits: mine have fufFered a d,e- 
preffioa lately^ from the gloom that has con- 
tmued to hang about Mr. Stanvillcj fince the 
a)nyerfation of that evening with Count So- 
lano y and more than once I have believed I 
bm fomething of moment arifingto his lips, 
though after a flight hefitation he has agaia 
denied it utterance. 

. Lady Belfont has written to requeft that 
Lady Mary Malcolm would convey me back 
to Thorp Caftle, and meet my mother, who 
isexpefted there to morrow. The overflow- 
ing of the prefent party, which is to receive 
a coniiderable incrcafe to day, facilitates our 
breaking away fooner than was propofed; 
and Lady Mary has agreed to^ accompany us 
to morrow. 

Mr. Stanville's phaeton came to the door 
imnjediately after breakfaft. He had ap- 
proached Lady Mary Malcolm, who was 
ftanding in the window with Lady Frances 
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and me, tO: a(k whether raerrtion was made in 
Lady Belfont's letter of Mrs. Kandford, or 
any other addition to the party at ttm 
caftle. 

" Mrs. Blandford is there,*' (he replied, 
^ and Sir George Rutland is cxpefted, with 
Lady Riveridafe/' 

I felt a fudden fufiufion fpread over my 
face at this unexpefted intelHgence; and 
Mr. Stanville turned altogether as pale* 
Lady Mary aflfefted not to perceire either i 
but Lady Frances Ruthen gave a figh (b deep 
fetched and audible^ as muft have awakened 
the obfervatioa of the mod inattentive fpec- 
titor. Her nephew put his head in at the 
door, to know if fte were ready to drive in 
thewhi&y. *• Ready 1'* (be exclaimed, in 
a tragedy tone j *M would not forego an in- 
ftant of Charies*s company for empires, when 
he is upon the very brink of leaving us, per* 
Imps — forever.*' 

^ My dear Lady Frances,** he exclaimed, 
V What a tremendous expreffion ! I ftill hope 
to receive/ Mifs Riverfdale*s commands at 
Thorp Caftle again, before — *^ ^ He flopped 
in evident ejEhbarrafiinent^ and then pretend- j 



I 
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11^ tfiat fie &w his fervtaiit doing {mnethmg 
\|^rong about the piiaeton, he al*uptly took 
leave " ■ * ■ ' 

^ Iremainedftupifiedi-^thofedreadfutwords; 
far ever 9 vibrated on my ear, and feemed id 
feuse upon my faculties, like the cold gripe 
of death. Lady Mary refcued me from the 
cffulions of Lady Franceses participations, by 
putting her in mirid that her nephe# awaited^ 
her. 

^^ And fhaB we take a turn in the park ?'T 
coritinued Lady Mary, after (he was gone». 
** or {houM you be the better for half an 
hour^s quiet in your own room ? I would not 
opprefs you, roy love, by calling for more 
of confidence than you chooffe to repofe ia 
me; but I do not feel fatisfied in the igno- 
rance of what fills and oppreffes this poot^ 
fliitterer,*' kindly laying her hand upon mj 
heart. 

I affurdd her I was very anxious to unburn 

den my mind to her, and obtain the afiift- 

ince of her advice, to reftore me to fonae fort 

of coilfiftency^bbth of feelings and conduft { 

^ but I was not equal juft then ta a convcrik* 

'\ tioa fo trying. 
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And fain would I now, after a few hours 
endeavour at compofure, give my beft friend 
an infight into my troubled thoughts, which 
but a very few days fince appeared to me fo 
finooth. The bright influence of Mr. Stan* 
ville's prefence feemed to be to my mind, 
what I had felt the firft rays of the returning 
lun in fpring to my enfeebled frame. 1 was 
in fuch a (late of exhilaration^ and eafe and 
happinefs feemed fo blended with every ob- 
jcft around, that I had neither wifli itor 
power to inquire into its caufe. Alas ! too 
forcibly the explanation now prelTes upon 
me — that cloud upon Mr. Stanviile's coun- 
tenance — the fatal exprcffion, perhaps for 
ever^ (lamp the colour of my remaining days. 
Lady Frances certainly knew but too well 
what flie laid — there ha^ been confidential 
intercourfe between them thefe few laft days: 
ftill, how very unaccountable his conduft — 
if his fate continue to hang upon a foreign 
objeft, why (hould Sir George Rutland's ar- 
rival turn him pale? — Why? — In (hort I 
can only bewilder myfelf, and teafe you with 
perplexities, whickafhort time muft cleat 
up. 
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Thorp Caftle, nth September. 

We arrived yeftcrday, my dear brother, 
and found my mother in perfeft health,, 
looksj and fpirits — Mrs. Blandford — Sir 
George Rutland — but no Mn Stanville. 

Lord Belfont is quite recovered — Lady Bel- 
font reftored to comfort and cheerfulnefs. Lady 
Mary Malcolm was of courfe received with 
delight — every one appears happy ; and I try 
to appear fo too ; and were it not; for the pre^- 
fence of Sir George Rutland, I think I might 
fucceed : but there is an unavoidable con- 
ftraint arifes from an avowed partiality, 
abetted by a parent and friends, kindly, 
though miftakenly, felicitous for my welfare. 
I could not other wife be fo ungrateful to the 
friendftiip of all thefe worthy hearts, united 
in affedion for me, as to let one fource of 
difquietude fwallow up every other claim — I 
hope I could not, Henry. 



12M.— I found Lady Frances Ruthin 
aitoe in the breakfaft parlour this morning. 
Her lengthened face, indeed, more than 
keeps mine in countenance. Were it poffible 
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I could for an inftant fprget my woe, I fee it 
pidured there. 

She began : *^ This is an opportunity I 
have in. vain fought for fince we parted from 
Charles, my lovely friend. How can you fo 
cruelly lock up your heart from one whofe 
whole exiftence is devoted to the joys and 
griefs of others — no felfifh motives prompt 
my cuf iofity ; and yet you are cold and «• 
fcrved as on the firft day we met — '^ 

You recoiled how very fulfome flhe wa$ 
the firft time I faw her^ which inftanlly dif- 
gufted me. 

" You are very good, Lady Frances, but 
I have nothing to impart wortb troubling 
you *' 

^' Troubling me !** (he interrupted ear 
gerly, ** it is the very delight of my heart to 
be troubled ; that was what I urged to 
Charles, or I had never obtained his confi- 
dence. Poor unhappy fellow ! So devoted 
to one objed — fo bound to another — •** 

*' Has Mr. Stanyille, then, at length ex- 
plained ? — " I cri^dft wholly i?hrown off my 
gward.-— Recolledipg myfelf, howev«> I 
ftopped. ^ . ■ _ 

♦* Why not as explicitly as I could have 
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wiflwd, for he is as referved as yourfelf j but 
enough to (how me that love and honour are 
tcartog his poor heart to (hreds^ and then tp 
find a rival in his friend, you know — ^and 
hear his generous declarations — that if hp 
thought you could be happy v/ith Sir George 
Rutland, it would do more towards recoa- 
cilirg him to his wretched lot — thoqgh tp 
be fure when I offered to comfort him, by 
dwelling upon Sir George Rutland's virtues, 
and the likelihood there was that he might 
make you happy— t-thcn he flew off again like 
a madman ; for of his impetuofity andincoh- 
iiftency, poor dear fellow 1 I caii give yoju 
CD idea, only indeed that paflion ^akes 
every thing excu (able, fo I bear it all-rhut as 
for happinefs, I know no man fo formed: to 
«n(ure 4t as the worthy Sir Gcorger-thc moft 
ictnd^ t>enevo]ent, noble heaait, tbat^ver 
l«at in human breaft— *' 

lisar I ihould have betrayal an knpetuo- 
rfty, almoft equal to Mr.. StSanville'Sy at this 
ill-timed panegyric xjpon &r George.; hut we 
t^eft fortunattly interropied, and ihe could 
^otkiy (c^ctze my haiid>4Mld .%, ^* Thisimuft 
act cndJbeFC*^^ ^ 
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I very much intend k fliould, however-^ 
for her fympathies are fo manifold, and inter- 
mixed and blended ; and fhe fo etemdly be- 
trays, by over anxiety to conceal, that, with 
the warmed heart and beft intentions, there 
cannot well be a more tormenting or unfafe 
confidante. Lord Belfont calls her, not ui^ 
aplly, " the univerfal rcpofitory of griefs.*^ 



13//;. — Mr. Stahville arrived juft before 
dinner to day, with p^le, difpirited looks, and 
anuir of deje<ftion, that caught every body's 
attention. To Lady Belfont '& and Mis. 
Blandford's anxious expreflSons of folicitude 
about his health, he afFedionateJy anfwered he 
was not ill', a little fatigued only — but to 
Sir George's iaquiries he replied with extreme 
conftraint -, and Lady Frances Ruthen's cob^ 
migration piit him almoft out of patience. 

Sonie JieighboufS called in after dionefi 
.and hurried us .from ttifale. Wli«n the gen- 
tlemen joiflcd us> fh/k. Stanvill^ wa$inot with 
4hmi. i t6'L^iB(d(oni's inquiry-, irfftcr to 
brother, Lord Belfint anfwered. tbftt* Charles 
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Jbad left them, and ftroUed into the (hrub- 
bcryi forne , time before - they had finifhed, 
tl^ix wine* ' . 

Soon after L*dy Frances left the room ; 
aOjd I.aip certain (be is gone to perfecule 
him- I fojund myfelf ill at eafe, and whif- 
perefi my mother that I would go and write 
to you"^ , 

And. here I am> eiideaivouring to regain 
(^mn^fs fey. an intercourfe which, even at 
this,4iftaoCe, feldom fails of its efFed. 



16^.-^1 have not been -very well, dear 
Henry, but have' now recovered fufficient 
compofure to relate tlie ihock that ovef- 
powered me. '• ' ^ 

I did not fuccefcd in quieting the pertur- 
bation of my fpirtts by wriiihg to you on 
Friday, and the f^Jrcne autumnal beauty of 
the evening, fo peculiarly confonant to me* 
laneboly, hadj^figyted tte-to try^'the efFeft 
ofafolitary walk. I4ikJ fe4te$myfdf urider 
lii^tlffier^atid' was gaiing intenf% upoathe 
moonbhan playing in the'diftint lake; WheA 
I-was ilarded by the fiidden 'Af^fifcarance of 
La«Jy Frances Rutfecn, who Mafting paft tnd. 
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only exclaimed, ** Haftda ! haften to him, 
for mercy's fake!-^I dread fomc dcfpcratc 

aft " and before I could even utter 

^* where?" (he was outof heiritog 

I followed the path along which (he had 
come, without daring to aik myfelf " what 
it might be?" left the -bare conjeftureltould 
deprive me of the ufe of my limbs, and htH> 
ried on with that undefcribable lircad, in 
ivhichiioone idea in particular .fix^s upon 
the brain, but all istumtiltAious horroBr. I 
rather flew than ran, till ftriking my foot 
^ainft fomething I had not perceived in the 
|)ath, Ifell— 7-\: ri 

Uflconfcious of hwt^i I .^tttnipted.to lifi, 
when the impof^ibilify pf .fefting upon my 
right foot convinced me I had.fpraincdmy 
anclc-^at tlie Ai?ie moWfptI difcoveiicd the 
impedinient oyer which L had ftumhkd t* 
be Mr. Stanville's hat— a. f(^w. paces .farther 
lay his ftick— .: . .; 

^> Thi^.iY^#^lpe)iypry j^gpjof IthA la^ctr* . ■ 
^.,1 becamei ^ftp^Abfltrhl .Al ^j / <. ^ ^^ 
. ; .t[p^oo,ag^in opfinifig j0ag eye^ McfiStaiwilk 
;»?as kneeling by; my fidey jnd I Yaunde myfetf 
iyipg upQi^ t^ie.giMlfe^d ibfa/ih tbfe^tto-^ 
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fecdledion to undcrftand my fituation, but 
the fight of Mr. Stanville fprcad calmnefe 
over my foul, and I gazed on bun ia filencc, 
without a diHind: idea. 

His ^extremely agitated and wild appear- 
ance — his anxious look^:^ and the eagernefs 
with which he. i^peatedly covered my hand 
with kifles^ at length awakened a confufed 
fenfe of efcape from fome dreadful calamity* 
^* O Mr. Stanville 1 you are then fafe!'* 
were the firfl words that foi^ad a paflage; 
and a flood of tears followed tbeai. 

** Safe, Mifs Rivcrfdale !— Powers of Hea- 
ven 1 — ^Was it concern for my f^ety ?— *' 

He rivetted his eyes upon me in ^eecfaleft 
cjctafy. 

'^ What has happened? — Lady Frances 
terriBed me with inarticulate fears*-^and your 
hat and ilick by the waters edge pointed 
them all to you— I know no mcwre— *' 

" O God<— O God! This unhpped for 
burft of bills uomans me ! — '^ Tears choked 
his utterance* 

^ Do not let this weakne^ iinl^ n^e la 
your eyes, Mifs Rivcrfiiaier' he ^t Icngtk 
added. ^' I have met fevea^ trials as a man 
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ihould meet them, but I never experienced 
the agcMir .of joy before}*' and throwingte 
arm ^bout me, he approached his clusek te 
jiiine, and wept aloud. 

Henry i—ito ^ the man to whom my fi)ul 
IS devoted overpowered ^even to feminine 
iveakneis by the diicovery ^ my attachment i 
—The feeHngs ^f fuch a moment cannot be 
fubmitted to word?, but the rccoUcdion is 
entwined with the fibres of my hcaul, and 
will diffufe its magical influence over the 
remainder of my life. 

Speech feemed for a while denied — till a 
fudden confcious drill ftole over my mind, 
in the indiftindt recoUeftion of the ambigu- 
ity that hung over Mr. Stanville's adions* 
and impreflfed^ me wifh ^ ienfe -of impro* 
f)nety in thus giving way to the ^tenderne^ 
that had 4b unintentionally betrayed itfelt 

<* Ixt'iK ^return to the caftle,** I faid, en- 
deavouring to<liiengage myfelf from his aroQi 
** our abfence may create alarm^'* 
^ He ftarted up^ ^if alfo checked fuddeoly 
by fome paffing though t^ and I attempted 
to rife, but again tiecame fenfible of tbe ftatc 
ofiXiy ancle, which was perfedtly ufelcfs. •*! 
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believe r have rather hurt my ancle in the 
£all, and mull: trouble you to get nic fome 
afliftance fi-oiii the hoQlfe," I faid. 

He looked terrified, and entreated I 
would fufFer him to ftop at the entrance of 
the gtx>tta till I flioufd afcertain the nature 
of the injur)'. L knew it to be confiderablci 
and <leclined compliance, urging him to 
haften in queft of affiftanee. 

Would I truft him to carry me ? No con^ 
Veyance could be fo fpcedy or fo fafe. 

I peremptorily refufed, and he kft me 5 
but in an inftant relumed. ** One word 
only, Mifs ^iyerfdale, to afcertain my fate ! 
Forgive me feizing this fingle opportunity !^ 
One world only in explanation of Lady 
Frances Ruthen's damniiig fuggeftions-*Is 
Sir George Rutland's propofal?— L can- 
not fpeak it— i 

' " Agreed to by me ! do you. mean, Mr. 
StanviUe?" 

** That was what drove me mad," crie4 
lie wildly^ 

*V It has not v nor ever will.'' 
* ** A thoufand, ' thoufand bleffings on your 
candour] O Mifs Riverfdale !-riovelieft of 

R 2 
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women I'-^lty my diftraftioh !-^forgiv6 ttq 
inconfiftencies. One cheering tay fe^hW now 
io beam upon n^ dark fate ! Could I venture 
to lay open my keart " 

The found of an approaching footftep 
caufed him to ftart up, and Lady Belfont 
flood at the entrance of th^e grotto. 

She fexpreflfed her gladnefe to find us; 
Confcious of the ftrange appearance I muft 
make ih her eyes, I fancied I traced an eva- 
nefcent glow of difapprobatioh dart acrofi 
her countenance, which Mr. Stanville's rela- 
tion of my accident, however, imrnediately 
converted into unfeigned folicitude. 

" Make them bring my lord*s gouty chair^ 
dear Charles/' Ihe eagerly exdaimed ; " the 
jfight of you will be no flight comfort in it- 
felf t6 him and poor Frances :^* 4nd then Hit 
{at dowii by me, and inquired into the-parti- 
tulkrs of my fall, and was fo much affeded 
with ihc 4ifordered ftate in which I dc- 
JTcribcd Mr. Stanvtllt to haVe appdfred upon 
the $rfl rei:overy ,<rf my fenfes, thai fte for- 
tunately ijiterrupted tnf j&armtive zt the very 
thdmtri^ wfeen .a kind of choking feofation 
had ii^ifeb lo ttiythxo^U irimi doiafcidu&eil 



tliat ifacerity compelled me to acknowledge 
the avowal pf partidityr into wlii^> I h^ul 
been betrayed. 

Lady Belfont informed me, that the alarni 
pf Lady Frances Ruthen*s terrours had, in 
the firft inftance, been confined to Lor4 
Belfont, who happened to be alone in th^ 
4^all when fhe reached it, ^nd bcrng accuCf 
fomed tq th^ n^agnifying properties (d.h'w 
filler's invagination, he did not quite giv? 
credit to the full extent of the danger (he re-r 
printed j prudently enjoining (ilence, howf 
ev^2(; l^e requeft^d her to g9 to^ her owif 
fooin, and prdered Weldoato go in queft of 
}^r* Stanville.. 

** At ouF return from walking,*' continpecj 
Lady Belfont, " we fortunately alked n<^ 
^ueftions. Not finding Frances in the fa* 
Ion, we concluded you and flbe w^re taking 
a moonlight ramble together. Charles fy 
frequently retires to his books in an evenings 
that of him I took no thought, till Lord 
^elfont ca^me out pf the library with a look 
^►f difcpippofure,. which I could not aqcoui^t 
for. I prppofed a rubber ^t whift. We 
were but tjjree, he f«iid. I rapg to fend for 
Charles. The fervant brought word he waa. 
R 3 
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not in his room; and I thought I pefcfeivcd 
an cxpreffion in my lord's countenance which 
alarmed me. ^ Is any thing tlie matter?" 
I faid. " What (hould be the matter/' he 
replied; " is there any thing fo uncommon 
in Charles's prolonging his walk in a moon- 
light evening ?** — ^The tone in which this 
was uttered not only confirmed, but direfled 
my fears to their proper objeft. I arofe to 
make farther inquiry. Lord Belfont followed 
me out of the room> and bade me be fatisfied; 
that Weldon was gone in queft of .my bro- 
ther. Upon my increafed alarm, and re- 
peated entreaties, I at length obtained all 
the knowledge he was himfelf pofleffcd of; 
and it amounted merely to the repetition by 
Lady Frances, of fome frantic expreffions 
Charles had uttered in confequence of a 
teafing altercation (he had forced him into, 
of which (he refufed to impart the fubjeft. 
Weldon had already returned once from a 
fruitlefs fearch, and was gone again, accom- 
panied by James and the gardener. A 
thought darted into my ihind, that I m^ht 
find my brother in a facrcd fpot, where he 
and I have together and ieparately, paiftd 
many a penfive hour, where it would not 



eccvt to tlie fervants to feek hin>»aiid wbither^ 
fixMivthftpcQuliarcaftof his mn^ t^ ^AYvJ 
thought it extremely piobable he might have 
repaired. Judge of my fwpfiie when I found 
you both here, and of my anxiety in difco- 
v^ring how iftuch more caufe there has been 
for terrour than! had apprehended k It is npw 
evident that Weldon had found the Iiat and 
ftick, and that his fecond fearch w^th the 
gardener and James has been in the lake.'' 

We both ftiuddered at the idea called up 
by thefe laft words, and remained in filent 
expedatton of Mr. Stanville's. return, wh<^ 
brought with hima fervant and Merlin'schair. 
He bad difpatched his own man for the 
furgeon, who (bon arrived,, and pronounced 
the hurt to be a mere fprain, which, with 
the affiftance of a bandage and perfed repofe^ 
will be fpeedily brought right. 

Mr. StanvilJe's confiderate kindnefs had 
.feved my mother from any knowledge of the 
accident, till Jhe was fatisfied by the fight of 
•me what it really was. She had be^en en- 
gaged at ombre with Lady Mary Malcolm 
and Sir George Rutland ^t the time of Lady 
Belfbnt's. taking thei alartn^ .by which means 
the tmftle had efcaped her notice altogether. 
R 4 
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iStk. — ^I b^vc been remoT«d from the tar^ 
ret room I occupied^ to a bed voom on the 
ground floor, and hj the affiftance of the 
gouty chair I am wheeled not only into the 
falon, but occafionally round the lawn, fa 
that I fuffer very Httk privation from my 
confinement, and deriv« inexpreffible fatb^^ 
fadion from the affedionate folkitude and 
attentions by which I am furrounded. I 
liave often found a fmall evil, the fourccof 
more pleafure than pain. 

Various and highly gratifying have beea 
my converfations with Lady Mary Malcolm. 
She fo candidly, fo impartially enters \Mo 
my feelings; thinks fo juftly of Mn Slan- 
ville ; pities, fo much more than (he cenfiires, 
his inconfiftencies ; is certain the explanation 
of them will fome day acquit him of bkmc. 
She is hurt at the apparent combination in 
favour of Sir George Rutland ; hurt at his 
indelicacy in not perceiving it to be a perfe- 
cution; means, if opportunity offers, to have 
a converfation with him upon the fubjed; 
in (hoit (he has relieved, foothed> ftrengtb- 
ened my mind, as I expefted (he would j 
and I feel it fo in>po(rible that Lady Marjr 
Malcolm could be wrong, or unreafiwiabk 
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in what fhe might lu-ge; that 1 really think 
0ie could alxntA perfuade me to any thing*^ 



uoiL — ^I have at length bad a tete-^-tHe 
with Lady Frsmces Ruthen> which I have as* 
imich wiftwd for, thefe laft few days, as E 
ever (hooned k before, and obtained an ex^ 
^knation of what bad pafled between her 
and Mr. Stanvilk. 

She bad followed him into the grounds, 
iand found him feated upon the bank of mofs 
zt tbe foot of his mother's urn,, fo loft m 
thought that he was not fenfibie of her ap- 
fHToach* She attacked him. upon, the iingu- 
tarityof his conduft, and told bim that the 
evident unhappinefs of his mind created the 
utmoft uneafinefo in all his friends, and moft^ 
file believed, in that breaft which, of all 
others, he would wifli undifturbed. " Alas \ 
he was too well aware that a participation in 
mHbry, was the only fcntiment he could hope 
toijifpire." " Howcouldhebe fo unjuft to 
himfelf,'^ Lady Frances replied^ ** as not to 
fee tbe tender intereft Mifs Riverfdale took 
inev^ry thing relating to him?'* H^ locked 

* 5 
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^atmeltty. at her. '** Docs Mifs Riverfiiak 
coiicfefccnd ?--Has Mife Riverfdale faid?— 
l*ake care, Lady Frances ! — ^Take care ^hat 
you fay ! — how you revive ideas that j^itatc 
mcalmoft fo madnefs !'* And life looks be- 
came fo wild and difordered th^ flic gre^ 
Jerrified, and hefitatcd what to fay. He 
went on; *M did indeed think — I did for a 
few fhort moments dream of a blife — ^O! to 
me fo unattainable; and how dreadfully do 
I awaken to the torturing reality!'* Lat«^ 
Frances urged him to confide in her, to' im* 
ploy her: would he open his heart to Mils 
Riverfdale ? Should flic intercede for 'itt in- 
terview ? — " What could he fay to Mifs Ri- 
verfdale? — Involved as was his fate> hd^ 
could he hope ?*^^ — " Hope every thicg/' 
flie faid, *^ that the purity and delicacy- pf 
your attachment entitles you lo/' ^ La^ 
Frances, what may you mean ? Spedt What 
you know ! I conjure you, as you value li)y 
exiftence !'* And his impetuofity beeatnd^o 
alarming, that ;the poor terrified, infudicidias 
woman, hardly knowing what flie feid, be- 
lieves flie aflerted that my afFeftiona weicfk- 
vourable.to him, and that it refl:ed-'lrith 
himfelf, by clearing up the ambiguity of iis 
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CQndu^fV, to nmke me his. *' Mine ! Oht 
God of heaven, miae !-^** beexclaunedj and 
retxutioed for a time wholly ajrforbed. At 
kngth ftarting up, he cried* " Yes, there is 
a way — but what tbea of Sir George Rut- 
land ?— is not be } — '* He flopped. Lady Fraor 
ces, at a lofs, remained filent. He feized upon 
both her hands : *^ Icharge you, as you hope 
for meK:jb Lady Frances,^ fpeak the truth.! 
There is more at ftake than you can fuppofe,. 
QB I dare expreft.'* She then hefitatingly 
aickBOwledged, that (ht believed Mifs Rt>> 
sV^Hilak might have givea Sir George hopes 
r^b^— A fuddcn revulfioafeemed to conr 
vulfehis frame; interrupting her. with a 
frantic gefturc, he cried,, " and you would 
fii^^ft her angel purity ta be capable of do* 
pltcity 1 Away I away f yoi» have worked me 
to a pitch of phrenzy that.knows naljounds;'* 
and he ^roke from her like a madman, rua- 
ning toa faft for her to overtake him. Con- 
vuiced' that he was gone to throw himfelf 
ipto the laksj^ nothing remained, Aie thought, 
hut to nqiake the beft ot her way to the caille, 
and fend fome one after hiih to avert his fatal 
purpofe* ^ 

, . I AQcd not dcfcribe to you, Henry, the 
ji6 
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ftatc ef my mind dilring this narrative. ! 
had Tcarce power, when it ended, to aft. her, 
tipon what (he could hare founded the cruel 
idea of Sir Georgi Riitland^^s hopes ? 

^* Upon Lady Riverfdale^s ftrenuous fop- 
port of him, and the knowledge of your filial 
duty, and efteem for his virtues !'* 

'^ Have I not been uniformly explicit in 
my refufal, and confiftent in my condud tt 
Sir George ?*' 

** AfTuredly ; but then thedelicacy of your 
fentiments, and the purity of your mind, fo 
evidently mark the line you would tak^, 
were Charles out of the qtfeAion/^ • ^ * 

** Good Heavens, Lady Frances, do y6t 
conceive that I could give my hand to bfk 
man, whilft my afleSions. were engaged to 
another?" 

" And why sot ? Charles's being pW- 
eluded from laying claim to your hand, is no 
reafon in the world for withholding Ifie 
pureft, tendered affedtions of your heart frdtH 
him, whofe mind, delicate' as ybuif' bwrJ^ 
would feek no higher gratification t w^hilffthe 
worthy Sir George's unbounded confidence 
in your virtue, would enfure his happinefs as 
your hufband. Y6u wiUlee a fimihir fltua- 
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tion illuftrated :iEi ix^y Philofophy of Senti^ 
menty where I have drawn, aftually froro 
nature^ the dch'cate intricacies of Lionel,. 
Amanda, and Honorius*s refpedive difinte- 
retted attachment, as it was confided to my- 
felf by thefe beloved friends. True, indeed,. 
the cataftrophe was unfortunate, but that 
could not be forefeen, nor did it of neceffity 
follow, and thcr'efore I have not recorded it* 
Lionel fell iri a duel, by the hand of Hono- 
rius, whofe fufpicious temper led him to the 
dilcovety, that his friend's intercourfe with 
Amanda bad degenerated From its original 
purity, which, however, was a circumftance 
t66far out of the reach of common caTcula- 
lation to be recorded 5 and certain I am, that, 
in three fuch breafts as yours, Charles Stan- 
i^He*6, and Sir George Rutland's, no fuch 
grovelling deviations ^ould beapprebended/'^ 

Scarce able to fupprefs a fmik, I oidy 
replied, that» as far as related to myi^f, I 
'was obliged by her good opinion, though I 
fouiKl an infurmountable relud^ance to in* 
volve mytelf in thofe delicate diftin<5tions,. 
which appeared to me' difficult to reconcile 
with ftri6l principle. 

^ Ah, th^t'oid'falhioned prejudice in fa- 

I 
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Toiirofftrift principle,.'' (he cneJ, *^' Istte 
very thing I want to root out, as the ptm» 
origin of all illiberality. " 

Ladjr Belfont and my mother came in, ^od 
took the part of principle, in a way that left 
poor Lady Frances's favourite dodtrine of 
fentimental liberality very threadbare indeed* 
You will be much plcafed with the whok 
converfation, which I referve for a ^reate^ 
command of time than friendly afliduity a^ 
prefent leaves me. One thing, however, I 
muft mention, whilft yet ftrong ii^ my mindi 
as it is upon a fubjeA I have often heard you 
dilcufs. 

Lady Frances, in the courfe of the afg«- 
ment^ quoted Monficur de Wolmar, ia 
Roufieau's Eloife, as an inftance of friead- 
ibip and confidence in the love of a mfc. 
This recalled to my mind what Madai^ de 
Sainval had faid in favour of that bopk^ 
which I repeated as weU as I could recoH^ 
it, appealing to Lady Belfoat and my mo- 
ther for their opinion upon her judgmeiit 
of it. 

Jjady Belfont faid> (he would not attmft 

^ Sec VoL II, p. 295, 
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tb contrcweit a fad. The impreffioh Ma- 
dame de Sainval received, perhaps arofe froiti 
the very circumftance of her being at that 
moment under the dominion of powfer- 
ful paffion, working upon an honeft heart; 
a fituation fufEciently fimilar to that of 
Eloife, to carry her deep into the miniitc 
touches of guilty confcioufnefs, that charac^- 
terife the letters written during her deviation 
from virtue, and which form a mariced con- 
tract to the tranquillity of mkid that pervades 
her fubfequerit correfpondence, in confe- 
tjuence of the facrifice made to duty ; both 
of which certainly inculcate a ftrong moral 
kfibn, overlooked by the generality of read- 
ers in their eagernefs for ftory, and entbufiafm 
for difaftrous love. One inftance of this kind, 
hdweVer,*of indeed half a dozen, would go but 
a M*tje Way to counterbalance the numerous 
prooB that miglit be adduced of a contra^ 
^efffea. ** Where the morality lies fo deep, 
therefore, ' as to reveal itfelf only to the 
doming fe%0y and the dangerous examf^ 
is varai(bed over with eloquence and attraa- 
tions to dazzle the /ttperjicial many^ I have 
no hefitation to affert, that the book had 
better never have been written.** 
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Lady Frances contended {beiHK>uiI]r for 
the good intentions oi Rjouficau> andwa> 
perfeftly Aire that every fingte women, who 
read it attentively, would reap the fame be* 
nefit with Madanie de SainvaK 

** It does notr however, ^pear fisom the 
preface, that it was for them he meant it," 
my mother faid ^ '^ fo that even admittii^ 
the faft, it did him no eredit.'*^ 

** The facr^dneGt of the conjugal band k 
enforced in the moft impreflive manner,"^ 
continued Lady Frances ^ " no palliation of 
matrimonial lapfes, on the contrary, without 
a (hadow of bve for her hu&and, the moft 
perfedt domeftic felicity is made to ari& out 
of the facrifice of her tenderefk afiedHons^ 
Can any moral be more ftrongly pointed P*^ 

*^ If It were not wholly invalidated by the 
lail letter, in which (he avows that (he never 
was happy a moment," replied Lady Bel* 
font. - 

•* Th^n the death bed fcene V^ cried Lady 
Frances. ^ How ineontrovertihly does it 
eilaUiifh the truth of her religious perTuaf* 
fion.^* 

♦* And yet, if intended for the converfion 
of atheifb, how does the leffon ftop (bort^f 
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itseflSi6: fof want of Wolmar's acknowledge 
ment of its operation upon his principles ? In 
fliort I muft lay with Pope, * at bed 'tis 
but n contradidion ftilL" 

My niother fwis clearly of opinion that 
Rou&au merely wrote under the. impreffioa 
of the moment, and without any confidera- 
tton whatever of the moral tendency pf his 
work. He has given unbounded fcope to 
his eloquence, and, in pourtraying his own 
irregular feelings, believed that he was repre* 
£bnting nature. 

The argument was fumneked up* by Ladf 
Bdfoiit, with this obfervatioi^;. ^ that t^ 
fortify nionds at the expenfe pf futlying ih^ 
purity of a female mind, was a price wbicll 
a, virtuous woman need not pay, and from 
which a vicious woman was not likely to reap 
benefit, whilQ: ^ounter^ded by a pidlure fo 
feducing of a fallen angel." 

And thus did RouiTeau pafs condemna*^ 
tion, even at the lenient bands of Lady Bel* 
font ; and your Louifa fee caufe to exylt in 
her fteady adherence to her mother's ii^unc- 
tions, in defiance of the temptation held out 
by the fanftion of Madame de Sainval** ex- 
ample. . 



37^ JLETTtERS OF 

The beauty ^f this afternoon tempted Lord 
Belfont io propofe drinking tea at a farm he 
has a few miles off, which commamjs a view 
that appears to particular advantage with ths 
fetting fun. The whole party acceded, ex- 
cept Mr. Stanville, who faid one of his pha- 
eton horfcs was difablcd^ and Lady Frances, 
who protefted againft a general defertion of 
the poor cripple, and laid claim to a promife 
made by Mr. Stanville, of readii^ OlBaa 
to us. 

We made our little eftabliflimcnt under a 
lime tree, to the left of the lawn. With our 
work and his book, a couple of hours paffcd 
Ijioft enjoyably indeed. You cannot ima^ 
gine the addition that his fine toned- voice, 
and feeling foul,, make to the fimple^fubli^' 
"mity of the pee*. 

We were interrupted by Lady Frances 
being called away. 

Mr. Stanville and I , remained alone, for 
the ftrft time,, fince my accident. He fixed 
hi^ eyes upoamy face, apparently eager,, yet 
enlfearraflfed for utterance 1 tried to coa- 
ceallmy/ownembaraffiuonit^ by keeping my 
hml downJclpfe upon my work.. 

** Is that work io very interefting?*'iie.at 
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laft faid^ " as not to allow Mifs Riverfdalc 
fcifure tobeftow one forgiving glance, to al*- 
kviate my regret at having caufed her fo 
much fufFering/* 

** Far from being the caufe, it is, on the 
contrary, to youraffiftance, Mr. Stanville, that 
I am indebted for faving me from the more 
ferious confequences, which the continuance 
of a fainting fit, upon the damp ground; 
might have produced. I owe you an 'vCpo-- 
logy for the tardy acknowledgment, and am 
ta this moment at a lofs to account for your 
coming fo fpeedily to my aid." 

" The (hriek you uttered reached my 
heart, when Ibelieve no other human found 
could have made an impreflion upon my ear 
1 — it recalled me from a ftate of defperatiom 
— -I could not miftake the fpot from which 
it proceeded — I found you infenfiblcj and 
dared to take yom in my arms '* 

He flopped — I could not fpcak — 

At length, " Little indeed did I imagine 
— little could I have dared to hope that con* 

ccrn for me had any (hare. O, Mift Ri- 

verfdale! Forgive my prefumption! — ^That 
one happy inflant which betrayed your inte- 
reft inmyfitte"-*^ — :He paufed. 
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•* My intereft! . . . Upon fo alarmii^ 

• aaoccaJioQ — ^was no more than Lady Belfont*s 

brother'* . . , I could not arti€i;date another 

word, and trembled to a degree that oblige^ 

me to 4efift from work. 

*^ Mifs Riverfdale I — b^k>ved^ adored Mif* 
Rivcrfd^e^ do not interpofe a chilling feeon^ 
caufc, between feelings fo enchanting amf 
their enraptured objed ! — Lo\iifc ! — My^ 
foul's Louifa !^— I fee,. I feel you love me !~ 
Your angelic candour is above difguife — My 
own cruelly pcrpkjc^d fitun,tipn h^ alo^e d^ 
barred me from obtaining th^ avowal qi %. 
bliis Co trarrfcondant.— ^Bat away with alFrc* 
ferves 1 — ^Louifa Chdl know^^I^ouiia aten* 
ChaU determine! — I will acknowfedge-^"- 
and he fell at my feet. — '^ Q God,, how can; 
I ? — ^liow dai!ie I infult her angelic purity with, 
niy guilty acknowledgments?-''--^^' 

I ftarted-^I could not cQmmaad'myfelf at 
the moment >. and he ri?makied checked and 
abafhed, with hl3 fice concealed in his- 
hands. 

Rccoflefting rayfelf,. 1 and€aw>ured to 
raife him. 

** . No !*— no---let me remain in this hum- 
ble pofture-runworthy eveaof fiieh an indul* 
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gence. — ^Your generofity — yout heavenly ge* 
nerofity can alone acquit me — But by all 
that's facred I know not how to appeal to 
it. '^ 

An idea ihot acrofs my brain, which rc- 
llorcd me to a degree of felf-poffeflSoh. " I 
infift upon your riling, Mr, Staaviile," I 
faid* 

I believe the fenfe ©f oflTended delicacy gave 
authority to my tone, for he did not attempt 
any farther refiftance ; but riling, flood con* 
founded. The expreffions that had fallen 
from him, Henry^ had fuggefted the hateful 
word libertine to my thoughts, and feemed 
at once to have clofed my heart againfthimj 
I could not utter another word. 

At length he exclaimed in agony, ^^ The 
altered tpne of your voice. Mils Riverfdale, 
freezes my v^ blood — but fufpend, O! 
fefpend your judgment. — I canmot explain-*— 
By Heaven I camiot 1 Yet I conjure you not 
to defpife me ! Mrs. Blandford Ihall t^II you 
all — ^from your award I will not appeal-^bul 
do not tondemn me unheard 1-*-Do not drive 
jfne to a fecond fit of diftraflion— " 
. The return <^ Lady Fxtn^t% ifaetked any 
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thing farther; and (he was almoft immedi- 
ately followed by the reft of the party. 

Mp. Stanville difappeared, and I retired 
earlier than ufual, unable wholly to conceal 
the difturbance of my mind. 

After pafEng a fleeplefs night, I have en- 
deavoured to beguile time by writing to you 
until the hour after breakfaft, in which Mrs, 
Blandford has fent to fpeak to me. 

It is at hand — I do not attempt to de- 
fcribe the ftate I am in — You can too well 
guefs it. 



Three o'clock. — O no, Henry ! deareft 
Henry ! Mr. Stanville is not a libertine ! — 

But all is at an end for your Louifa! — 

You know it well, my beft friend, that alj 
is over. — You know his ftory^ it feems— *^«rf 
yeu know me. — Never coiild I purchafe hap- 
pinefs at fuch an expenfe ! 

Artlefs 1 unhappy Agathe i Yours he is, 
and yours muft the ill-fated I^ouife confirm 
him . Merciful Heaven ! — What a talk ?— 

I muft have recourfe for fupport to JLaidy 
Mary Malcolm^ and (hall triift to the reward 
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6( my mother's approbaHon when k is over : 
but I ftand in need of tender, friendly footh* 
ipgs, and impartial counfel, which my mo- 
ther's prepofleffions could not afford me ; and 
upon this occafion delicacy precludes Lady 
B^Ifont. 

Of the gentk, liberal, dignified mind of 
Mrs. Bland ford^ 1 can fcarce give you an 
idea. Participating too deeply in Mr. Stan^ 
ville's diftrefs, however, to be quite juft to 
the claims of Agathe perliaps, and kindly 
biaffed in my favour, (he thinks I alone 
could make him happy — at lead (he is of 
opinion^ that, compelling him te fulfil his 
engagement, is dooming him to certain mi- 
sery.. She cautioned me to weigh well what 
Idid, befbrel puQ>6d, a perhaps ovcrftrained 
]>oint of honour, to the Surrifice of two peo* 
pie's bappinefs, fo^ the doubtful refcue of 
one. She knows my will muQ: be his law« 
Never was man devoted to woman,, as (he 
fays Mr. Stanville is to me* How flatter- 
ing ! — ^yet how ,diftrefling 1 > 

Our converfation was long — ^very long. — I 

had great difficulty to bear up under prarts of 

k ; »but fl>e was fo comp^flSonate — ^fo good — 

Mr. Stanville had requefted to be admit- 
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ted, the moment Mrs. Blandford (hould leave 
mc, and before my mother's return frorti h^r 
airings but I was wholly unfit for it^— fbmc 
hours at leaft arc requifite to reftorc nie to 
fufficient compofure. Mrs, Blandford advifed 
me to confult with Lady Mary Malcolm, 
as ft^ felt bcrfelf too much a party conteeraed, 
ftie faid, to be impartial ; and to morroW) 
during my mother's airing, my interview ii 
to take place with Mr. Stanville; wid ath^ 
return, I ti;uft I (hall give her raufe to be 
fatisfied with her daughter. Mrs. Blandford 
win make a point of Mr. Sttnville's aWenc^ 
this day, to give me a better chance of ac- 
quiring the neceffary firmnefs^ — 

Little did I think, in dating my hqpes, 
fears, uncertainties, to my b^loted b^othc^ 
that he himfejf was- the chofen confident ef 
Mr. Stanvifle. O ! that the fleet might now 
arrive! What fupport ftould I not deri« 
from your letters! How f6itibly will they 
point tHit to me #hHt to (lo, and fuffrfy me 
with fbength to do it. 



1 iMive cottveifta with Lady Mary Mal- 
colm, my iSed;r bnKher, and I am aimed— • 



I think I am armed with reiUons iir^efiftiblct 
aad firmnefs to urge them — 

What afttrwaid becomes of me, matters 
Utt}^ I (baU have done my duty« 



Three d^ys are pad fince the diftreffiiig 
rsmnv^ in vihi(fh I undertook to deffaroy 
every ftiadow of happmefs this life could 
alRnd me. 

I am now I think fufEciently colk^ed to 
repert to you what pafied — ^Not one fyllablc 
rf it can ever be erafcd from my memory. 

As the caniage drove from the door with 
my mother, Mrs. Blaadford conduded him 
into the Kbniry, which adjoins to my prefent 
bed Toem; where I was aheady feated in ex* 
pefUtion of him. 

With looks fuch as you may conceive he 
walked £»rward to the thimney> againil 
which he leaned^ as if all power of fpeech or 
mi^on were denied him, | 

** I could wi{b to leave the room," faid 
Mrs. Blandford in a low voice to me, *^ if 
you fed ]rourfelf equal to this tiying fcene 
unaffiileds I know I (hould rdievehimby 

VOL. III.. S 
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r I bowed aflent^ ami Ibe went. ^ 

He feemed uncohfcious oi it at the^mcr^ 
ment : at length, cafting his eyestaround, 
he advanced precipitately, and knelt before 
me. 

^^ I await my life or death at your hands, 
MifsKivcffdale*^'* 

** I am in a very trying predkament, Mr; 
Stanviile/' hclitatingly ; ** but I have no 
choice left me in the line of condud to he 
purfued — '* 

'^ Do you, niean that you aft under influ^ 
ence ?'' interrupting me impetUoufly. " By 
Heaven I'll b«w to none but yours ?" 

" Under the influence of rcafon, and c4 
honwr onlyi Mr. StanviUe : I facpe I need 
i«> momtor to en&uce their di^tes. — -^' I 
trembled fbtnuch, that I could not proceed. 

"OGodofhcaawMi! I fbreftal my doom P' 
and his head £ink upon the {qSsl on which. I 
fat. 

With an effort for more compoftirey I 
added, '* To one fo perfedly totifeious of 
'$yhat thofe dLftates muft be» it can require 
little of argument — but example may perhaps 
fecilitate your taik, and that I ^m prepared 
tofetyou.'* 
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'^ Example !" looking up wildly. 

Aware that he mifconceived my meaning, 
and dreading the effed upon him of a re- 
newed aj^rehenfion of Sir George Rutland, I 
haftened to explain my felt *^ I will can- 
didly avow, Mr, Stanville, that the lacrificfe 
to which I allude faUs little fliort of that to 
^bich I muft urge you. — I do not mean the 
facrificb df my hand to another, ifor that is 
beyond my power — but the facrifice of my 
preference for youy tot/our duty." 

" Louifa ! — Miftfefs of my foul !— ^My 
only love ! — And do you avow your preference 
only to drive me the more imperioufly from 
you?" 

^^ I avow it, to prove to you the ftrbng 
fenfe I have of* the obligations you have in- 
curred." 

"** And how can you requne of me that 
^ which you have declared yourfelf inca- 
pable ? to devote your hand to one, while 
you condefccnd to fay your afFeftion is an* 
other's." 

« Your ftrength, Mr. Stanville, muft 
arife out of the ties you have con traded." 

'*^ O I^Mife Riverfdale, I am funk in your 
eyes I you defpife me !" 
s z 
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V My talk would be eafier if I did'' 

** Was ever man fo circumflanced !— To 
be aflurcd of a preference I— To be beloved- 
Did you {ay love, Loui(a ? My Louifa !— 
O let me call you my Louifa ! — ^Candid, an- 
gelic woman! — Repeat to me! — Let me 
bear the infpiring words, / love you, from 
thofe lips !"— and he feized both my hands* 
as he ftill knelt before mej gazing upon me 
with an earneftnefs that feemed to unfettk 
every purpofe of my foul. 

** You diftrcfs me exceedingly, Mr. Stan- 
ville, and, by the repetition which you urge, 
ilmoft dagger me as to the propriety of the 
avowal which fincerity has prompted.'* 

*< By all that's f^crcd no other motive 
could impart the refblution you require. 
Convinced of Louifa's love, I could do — 0! 
what could I not do ? What could be diffi- 
cult to a foul infpired by the energy of vir- 
tue itfclf!— Deign^ my Louifa i— deign to 
utter to me the enchanting founds— they 
will recur to me in every emergence !— they 
will buoy me ^up to dcferve the glorious 
meed. — Do not leave your work unfiniflied 1 
—You call for a great facrificc— enable me 
to accompli(h it/* 
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^ What would you have mc fay, Mr. 
SunviUe ?" ^ 

•* Call me Charles ! — Do not, my Louifa, 
throw me at a diftancc by that chilling rcpe* 
tition of my name! — Call me Charles!— 
Surely the pureft friendfliip would fanftion 
Ihat appellation. Your Charlest call me — ** 

** Ml/ Charles then muft juftify my com- 
pliance, by proving himfelf the fuperiour 
being, fuch confidential treatment implies.'* 

His face had funk upon my hands; I felt 
them wet with tears. I was aghated beyond 
ipeech. 

-Finding him continue^ in the fame pof- 
ture, and his frame convulfed with the vio- 
lence of his feelings, I at length made a 
forcible effort toraifehim, faying, " Charles^ 
I now caU upon you for the firmnefs I am 
entitled to expeA.~I infift upon your rifing, 
and evincing the refolution you have pro- 
mifed." 

** Not, Louifa, until you have uttered 
thofe bleffed words.^' 

" Alas ! have I not more than uttered 
them, in thus weakly giving way to your 
unreafonablenefs ?'* 

*^ Mere compaflion might prompt that, 

*3 
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l?ut fuch an undeniable procrf of your eftccm, 
of your reliance upon my honour, woukt 
raife me above myfelf. Indulge me, my 
heart's Louifa ! You fliall not — indeed you 
(ball not repent it ! — " 

The fpirit of integrity feemed to breathe 
from his lips, and irradiate his countenance-n 
it overpowered every motive of refiftance. 
Ifi retracing the fcene, I fear you muft think: 
me inezcufable — but indeed, my brother^ 
there was a virtuous enthufiafm in his per- 
fjuafions which compelled me to confide— ao4 
I uttered the words he prompted. 

He clafped his hands in: emphatiic filence. 

I could not look up. 

. •* And have my cars drank in the exta? 
tic found ?" be at length excljumed. " Never 
Ttjjever will they ceafe to vibrate pa my 
J^eart/' H^ acofc with greater calmnefa^ 
^ Now, Lo«i(a, .mould me to your will I" 

Henry ! do not defpife me 1-^ ao loBger 
l(fiew what it was. 

I hefitated— Too much appeared at that 
ipftant to be at ftake.— My fiat was to fix 
Ivs fate : I had wilhed to convince — ^not to 
compel him. 

'* Angelic woman! Propitious be your 



iicfitation f" he cxdaimcd^ ^ Wei^ WftU 
the refponfibility you are al^out to t^ke upon 
you !- The wretchednefs for life of three hia- 
man beings now hangs upon your Kps-^-" 
, *^ Oi three r I exclaimed^ ftartledatthe 
fclemn admoflition. 

- *' Too furcly of three,^* he implied, '' If 
the unhappy girl, to whde Glaim y^ now 
<Jecm every other confideration fubfervient, 
bas delicacy c£ miod to merit the facrifice of 
fuch a lot as Louifa's love would enftxre to 
iiae, muft not that very delicacy prevent her 
deriving happinefs, from being ufiited to 4 
man whofe tendered feelis^s are alienated ^'^ 

" p, Charles !" I cried, fts^ered, terri- 
fied, and fcarce knowing what I faid, ^^t/our 
wife I and wretched /— Impoffible- — " 
, ^ Adorable LouifaP' again rapturoufly 
throwing hiynfelf at my f^et, and encircling 
ipe with his arms, '^ my hurt's o^n Louif^ \ 
•^how inqonteftibl^ ip^ne does this enchant r 
iDg, involuntary qonfeflion make y^u l--^By 
Heaven I never can — I never will—*" 

" Hulh !" Ifcreamcd impetuoufly^ ainwft 

diflra&ed with the contrary feniiu ions tha( 

tortured my breaft, ^nd feeling myfeif devl^ 

Atipg fo Widely from, what I had ujCHlertakeo* 

5 4 
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and what an imperious voice fiill fo fErongfy 
enforced^ " Hufli, Mr. Stanville, for mercy ! 
and as you value my future peace, ftop yoor 
ra(h vow \ Give me one inftant^s time for rc» 
collcftion — ^You hurry me out of my fenfes— 
indeed you do — My head is unequal to fuclk 
a conflift as this — " and I held it with both 
jny hands — it throbbed as if ready to burft. 

I fuppofe my looks confirmed the reality 
of my diforder — for he gazed wildly at me, 
and was filent. 

After feveral minutes of a fruitlefs attempt 
to recover fome coihpofure, I requefted he 
would leave me to myfelf for a half hoiin 

•♦ To yovrfelfy Mifs Riverfdale — forgive 
me if I venture to make a Condition in my 
obedience j to yourfelf ovAy. Not to haverc- 
courfe to any vtker interference — to the fug- 
geftions of indifference, however friendly— in 
E cafe where our individunl happinefs is alone 
at ftake, we only can determine how far 
virtue will compenfate the fiCrifices ftc 
prompts.*' 

<^ We are not, I believe, at this moment 

* either of us capable of judging reafonably— 

but perhaps half an hour's recoUedion may 

recover mci and during that fim'c I will 



promife you not to have recourfe to any, but 
that fupreme, unerring guide, to whom I ' 
never yet appealed in vain—" 

He made fome anfwer, which was jiot ar- 
ticulate, and retinpd with apparent relu6tancc 
into the breakfaft parlour ; of which he put 
to, the door, without turning the lock. 

I fell upon my knees, and poured forth m/ 
foul in ardent prayer for fupport and fteadi^ 
neis. 

I foon recovered calmnefs fufficient tarc- 
Tolve what had pafled. Unprepared for the 
obfervation of the fmall probability there waa 
of Agathe's happinefs being fccured by the 
fecrifice I urged, it had made an impreffioa 
beyond what it ought* The fafcination of 
Mr. Stanville'^s prefence could have alone 
clouded my perception of this fallacious fub* 
ftituiion of fentiment to principle. The 
atonement due was not only to Agathe, but 
to her innocent offspring — it was to this 
point, from which there can be no appeal^ 
that Lady Mary Malcokn had fo entirely 
turned my mind, that I believed no power 
could have removed the ^rong impreffion 
which the influence of paffion> however, had 
fo nearly obliteftited — 
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^ I (huddcred at the thought — the uncquU. 
tpcal fenfe of right, reaflbmed its empire, and 
finding myfelf ftrcngthened beyond my 
hopes^ I baftened to avail myfelf of the im* 
portant moment, long before the time which 
1 had reqoefted was elapfed. 

Mr. StanvUle flew at the found of my 
iV>ice, but affeded probably with the change 
in. the expreifion of my countenance, he ftopd 
as if twe (Iruck before me. 
. In a calm, though low voice, I pointed 
out to him the fiUlacy by which we had 
ocarly fufiered ourfelves to be miiled. 
; He turned extremely pale, and did not— - 
perhaps could not, anfwer. Staggering to 
the fofa, he feated himfclf by me. After a 
f$xx{^ of evident ftrug^i to fubdue himfeif, 
hfi at length mourn&lly ejaculated, ^' Here 
Ihen end all my hopes ! — la one ftiort hour 
^ye I been raifed to the fummit of felicity, 
tnd funk to the very depth of defpair !—* 
^6 Rivcrfdale has avowed her love, only 
to exclude nae from her prefence for ever !** 
• *^ My love might: certainly have been con* 
fined to my own breaft, Mr. Stanville^ had 
iu>t ftrong motives prompted its avowal. 
Aware that the variations ia your coodu^ 

^5 
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fiai^e produced inconfiftencies. in mine, that 
require to be vindicated from the odioui 
afperfion' of hjavlng trifled with your peace 
for the gratification of my own vanity, my 
beft defence certainly refts upon a confeflion 
of the plain trulh; and I am confirmed in 
the honeft propriety of this deviation from 
the common rules of decorum, by the hope 
that you will be compelled to emulate the 
example c^ energy, which a ftrong fenfe of 
right could alone infufe into the mind of a 
weak woman. Sincerity farther compels m« 
to add, that I devote the remainder of ^my 
life to the claims of friendftiip : it will take 
fome time to reftore me to the fenfe of its 
bleifii^. My firft objeft muft be to endea^ 
vour to ftibdue feelings, which, having 
proved inefFedtual for your happinefs, can 
never be transferred." 

His tears now again flowed apace, and he 
cried,. " Qeneroys, noble-minded LouifaJ 
and will you devote yourfelf to a life of 
finglenefs for my fake ?" 
: *^ For the fake of that integrity by which 
I hope to be ever guided, Mn Stanville. | 
would not put it into the po^¥er of any maiv* 
^o interfere with a fentinaent, which^.yndeiJ 
s 6 
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due regulation^ I (hall always glory in piackg 
Before every other?' 

** Tranfcendant woman t Friend^ of my 
foul ! and why may not I too devote tnyfelf 
to a fingle life, and cultivate the purity of 
fuch ^a tie as this ? Louifa*s friendfiiip /— 
What woman's love could come inta compel 
tition^-blefied with that, the enthufiafm of 
virtue would infpirc my every thought—** 

" Its firft effort muft be to bend you to 
the fulfilment of an obligation, from which 
no earthly confideration can liberate you/' 

•* In time, my adored friend, you would 
bring me to thmk fo — might I but for awhile 
be left at liberty— might I now but be al-^ 
lowed free accefs to that mild, judicious 
fcnfe, which adds fuch irefiftible enei^-— " 



Z.A07 RXVIERSpALE TO SIR HENRT.Rt* 

VERSDALE, 

(Eaclofing the foiegoiii^.) 

The infonnation that an exprefs (hip will 
Aul in a few days, offers^ an opportunity of 
difpatchii^ the enclofed, which, though un- 
finiihed, Louiia has defired me to nuike up> 
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j^- forward. She is not very well; but do 
not be alarmed, my dear fon ; (he has made 
an effort (o honourable, upon motives (b 
praUcworthy, that (he will be fupportec} under 
tbe trial. She became faint whilft Writing to 
you.^ She had kept her bed for three days 
before, with a fevere nervous headach and 
Jow fever, accompanied with fainting fits. 
She appeared better on Monday, and infilled 
upon getting up to write to you. The ex- 
ertion proved too great. Flora providenti* 
ally went into the room, and juft faved her 
from falling. It is now a week fincc, but we 
cannot admit of her refuming the pea for the 
prefent. The fprain in the ancle is almofl 
welL She is low from bodily exhauftionf 
but her mild, pious relignation, enables her 
to converfe calmly, and at times even cheer* 
fully. Her fuccefs with Mr. Stanville has 
been complete. He agreed to proceed to 
the fouth of France without delay, and m^e 
the only atonement in his power to the uh- 
happy viftim rf his— irregularities, to ufi; 
no harfher name. 

Louifa believes him gone j but he awaits 
in London the news of her perfeft recovery 
before be procecjls* 



^^ /■■ LETTE&9 ^F 

f I have, perhaps hitherto, mjr fon, tw* 
quite done Mr. Stanville juftice. He is 
aflbredly a man of greater feeling than reib* 
lution; and this accounts for ain incon£ft« 
cncy of condud, which I attributed to want 
of principle, but which may, perhaps, more 
properly be afcribed to the want of that great 
fteadier of all principle. Religion.^ He is 
llruck with the firmnefs and fincerity of your 
fiftefs &ith, and candidly exprefled an eamcft 
wifti that he Hkew'ik cpuld btrb'eve. *^ Might 
he date his difficulties by letter to Louifa ? 
her arguments would derive additional 
(trength from his anxious defire to a&milate 
his way of thinking to hers upon every fub- 
jed." I was inclined to coiafider this as a 
mere pretence to draw her into a correfpon- 
deoce; but Lady, Mary Makokn, viho ba$ 
acquired a deep infight into them both^ en* 
gages for the iincere purity of their attach* 
ment, thinks this will prove fupporting and 
ibothing to their honefb difinterefled minds; 
Lady Mary has gained. an extraordinary a^ 
cendancy over Louifa; and perhaps judgef 
rightly, that where there is found principle 
and fdid (enfe, more may be obtained iii 
procefs of time by foothing, than byjrefift? 
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i^g the ftrong imprefSon of the moment. . 
U.poiji this ground, that oppofition calls up 
ajl the powers of argument in fupport of the 
favourite hypothefis, and certainly tends not 
only to confirm the arguer in it, but to cre- 
:\.tc a jealous abidaqce by it ; whereas by a. 
little conccffion you tak^ the ch4nce of bring- 
ing forward gratitude and generosity, at ^ 
future period, to alfift in fubduing thofe 
teafons that time will weaken, when they 
have not been converted into, a ftandard of 
confiftency. She has not the fmalleft doubt, 
of Louifa being at length hroiight round to 
do juftiee to Sir George Rutland* Perhaps 
fo. I may be too. perfeverir^ly rigid in what 
I, deem right. I have fubmitted in this in-, 
jdance to. her judgment. Sir George Rut- 
land has left Thorp CafUe, and the corre- 
fpondence is acceded to^, with only the con- 
dition of the letters going open through 
Lady Belfont's hands j to which Mr. Stan- 
ville made no objedlion, provided the aigu- 
ments ufed by Mifs Riverfdale were^ wholly 
her own. Separated from her on earth, the 
only confolation that could bear him up, h^ 
faid, would be the profped of a reunion be- 
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yond it $ and with that hope (he aloee cm 
infpire him* 

Satisfy yourfelf, my dear Henry, that a 
(hort time will reftore onr dariing to health 
and ferenity^ and 'perhaps fairer profpeds 
than / (hould fbrefee, in the poflible com- 
pletion of her prefent wHhes. Sir George 
Rutland is a man of re*Jgious and ftridly vir- 
tuous principles ; the fureft foundations for 
permanent coBJugsd felicity, without doubt. 

I (hall write more at length, with the 
packet rhave to forward to you, of your 
fider^s dcfcriptive journal, which remains to 
go by the fleet ; at preCent I only wi(h to fct 
your heart at reft in regard to her. She has 
been urgent to obtaih my promife of being 
allowed to remain fingle. I have endea* 
voured to fatisfy her, without tying myfdf 
pofitively down, by the a(rurance that (he 
fhould never be urged beyond the concur- 
rence of her own jud^nent. 

Yoa know by whom (he is here fur* 
rounded, and how beloved ; you can there*- 
fore have little reafon to fear the continuance 
of her prefent unhappinefs, or any lafti«g.m- 
jury from it to her health* 
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Farewcl, my belovcfd fon ! Iflhpatientljr 
indeed do we look for the arrival of the Iri'^ 
dia Ihips. The accounts of your fafety will 
be a reviving cordial to Louifa's fpirits, and 
your ailments will have more "weight than 
all ours put together. When you recoJleft 
that th^ all includes Lady Mary Malcolm, 
Lady Belfont, Mrs. Blandford^ and Madam 
de Sainval (whofe letters concur ftron^y wkh 
all our wiftres), you will form an adequate 
conception of your fifter's love and deference 
for you: of mine I do not attempt to give 
you an idea, farther than it is fummetd up 
in the comprehenfive and liter^ aflertioUi 
that I am your moft affeftionate mother, 

C. RIVERSDALE,. 

Thorp Caftle. 



CONTINUATION BT THE EI>irOR. 

Alas ! the India fleet, fo impatiently looked 
for, brought the heavieft addition that Could j 

be made to the diftrefs of the unhappy Lou* 
ifa, in the afflifting intelligence that Sir 
Henry Riverfdale had fallen a viftim to the 
deftruftive climate, fhortly after his arrivaL - 
Her nerves^ already feverely (haken, gava | 
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way to this unexpeded ftruke, and (he cofn- 
tinucd federal months in a ftate of defpond» 
cnce, from which her being ever again 
aroufed, appeared extremely doubtful. 

The ftrong mind of Lady Riverfdale bore 
up under this, as it had done under former 
misfortunes : the fituation of her daughter 
called for exertions, which drew lier out ci 
her own grief. 

When Mifs RivcrfUale at length reco- 
vered fo far, as to exprefs a choice itt any 
propofed plan with regard to a place of refi- 
dence, (be only objeded to London ; every 
Other (pot was indiflferent to her. The nar- 
row circumftances in which they were now 
likely to continue, induced Lady Riverfdale, 
in compliance with her daughter's preference 
for the countrj^, to think of fome retired 
fpot in Wales. Mrs. Blandford,, howevcrr 
propofcd an alternative, which Lady Riverf- 
dale was at length prevailed upon to accept $ 
a neat cottage, adjoining to her park, which 
had become vacant by the death of an aunt, 
for whom (lie had taken pleafure in fitting it 
up, might, (lie uiged to Lady Riverfdale, 
afford more or lefs retirement, as Louifa's re* 
covery (hould iq. the fequel admit of it. Bf 
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greatly underrating the rent, (he contrived 
to remove the chief impediment to this ar-r 
rangement, and gratify^ her own friendflvip 
and Lady Riverfdale's delicacy, who would 
upc«i no account have confented to occupy 
i% rent free j and hither the rpc>urners jc*^ 
moved,; when Lord apd Lady Belfont left 
Thorp Qaftle in February. 

The only object that fecnied to retain 21 
liOld \}ppn Mife Riveffdale's mind, was the 
^orrefpondence with Mr. Stanville; of whicH 
^, few letters ftill exift, but of a caft top feri- 
ous and folemn to find their place with pro- 
priety in a publication, to which a more no-» 
v<?l-like form has throughout been given : 
this fdicitude for the convidion of Mn 
Stanviile, was at leiigth produ<5tive of coi3bfe-« 
qjiences beneficial to hericlft By feeking t<J 
plaw religious truthf^ a^d confolation in tbeir- 
fltrongeft pgiivts of view, (he gradually felt 
their influence, and with the returning fpring 
Lady Riverfdale and Mrs. BUndford endea? 
Touped to give an int^eft alfo. to the exer* 
cife prefcribed for her bcalcb, by throwing 
objefts of charity, as if by chance^ Jo h^r 
n^y^ and fucceeded JQ once more awaken-* 
kig ber-feclif)gs tothj? pui:efl; of all gratij&ca? 
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tions, that of doing good. Limited, how- 
ever, in the means of affording pecuoiary 
afliftance, Mifs Riverfdale adopted the more 
tffeduat plan of working for the poor p^ 
rents, and inilrufting the children. Thi3 
objeft foon engroffed her mhid, and aflRxrded 
a ftrong proof that a rational pur/mt is the 
great reftorer, as well as fupporter of happr* 
nefs in life. 

Sir George Rutland, informed by Lady 
Frances Ruthen of what had pailed between 
Mifs Riverfdale and Mr. Stanville, as well 
as of Lady Riverfdale's evafion of the pro- 
mife her daughter had fo earneftly requefted 
of being permitted to remain fingle, deter- 
mined, unequivocally, to relinquilh pretcn- 
fions fo diftreffing to her^ by quitting Eng- 
land ; and in the mod delicate manner im- 
parted to Lady RiverftJale his re(blution to 
continue abroad, until he fliould find himfelf 
enabled to meet the objeft of his admiration 
with the ejcem only that might entitle hrn^ 
to the enjoyment of her fociety, which would 
ever conftitute his chief felicity ; and to Lord 
Belfont he communicated (under a ftrift in- 
jundion of fecrecy) a will, made before hk 
departure, by which he bequeathed t^ 
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Itiverfdale all the unentailed part of his pro^ 
perty, amounting to thirty thoufand pounds^ 
Botany alfo refumed, by degrees, fomc 
little intereft in Mifs Riverfdale's mind« 
Mrs. Blandford, with the mod attentive apd 
unremitting zeal, ftudied to adapt herfelf to 
the very ferious caftof her friend's thoughts ; 
and had at length obtained the fatisfadion 
to hear her declare, that (he experienced an 
inward tranquillity in her prefent mode of 
Fife, which enabled hei: to await, without im- 
patience, the period which was to reunite 
her to the objefts of her affeftion, in the re- 
gions wherc^ change and feparation would b^ 
no more. 

Months paffed on, a.nd the only vifiblc 
trace of grief that ftill appeared to linger 
about Mifs Riverfdale, was her fteady refifl* 
ance of every attempt to draw her out of her 
folitude, or introduce viiitors into it. Lady 
Belfont alone excepted, who bad made it her 
road to Thorp Caftle, with a view to per- 
fuade her to accompany Lady Riverfdale and 
Mrs. Blandford thither. Louifa &renuouily 
urged them to go, but excufed herfelf, upon 
>the plea of not cboofing to defert her young 
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The firft beam of pleafure that agaht 
bnghtcncd the eyes of Mifs Riverfdale, was 
refleAed from a paragraph in a letter from 
Madame -de Sainval. Mrs. Blahdford and 
Lady Riverfdale exchanged a congratulatory 
look, and Louifa read aloud^ that Madame 
de Sainval was preparing to pay her friend a 
vifit, accompanied by the Marquis, who 
profeffed no longer to know happinefs but iii 
his wife's prefence. ** The fight of our feli- 
•city, and the confcioufnefs*of being the au- 
thorof it, muft create enjoyment in a heart 
fo feeling and fo good (added Madame de 
Sainval), and wq (hall make the expert* 
ment very (hortly, after the receipt of this 
ktter/* 

^ A glow of fatisfa&ion overipread tbe 
lovely countenance df Louifa, as (he ob«^ 
ferved ** it were indeed ingratitude to be in- 
fenfible to the blefling of having reftored joy 
to hearts fuch as thefe." 
' The bu(inefs of preparing for the recq)-^ 
tion 6f this dear friend, prolonged the (cn(a* 
tion of pleafure that bad been aroufed by the 
intimation of the vifit. Lady Riverfdale in- 
|Qi(ted^tipon giving i^p her bedehaniber, and 
little £tting room adjoining, to the Marquis 



MlSfi RIVEiRSDArLE. I^Of 

and Marchionefs, and accepted of an apart- 
ment offered by Mrs. Blandford at tbe hall, 
in the hope that the uninterrupted intercourfe 
vi'itb a young, lively, and happy friend^ 
might have the more fpeedy effeft. - 

Fdr a few days after the arrival of Mon'* 
fieor and Madame de Sainval, the exhilara- 
tion of Mifs Riverfdaie*s fpirits encouraged 
tbe hope that fl^ would i?ecover her former 
cheerfulnefs ; but as the novelty fubfided> 
the effeft wore off. The h^pinefs of the 
Marchionefs produced in her a turbulent 
gajac^ ill foited to lx>uifa*s quiefcent ftat^. 
The conftant effort to amufe, by laughter 
:a0d talk, at length became (o wearying, that 
Ibe confeflcd to Mrs. BJatidford it was a real 
relief when the. acceptance of an invitation 
from Lady Belfont, to the Marquis and 
MarcbioneiS, to pa(s a month at Thorp 
£ailie^ again reflotied to the cottage its 
«vonted quiet. Mrs. Blewidford accompanied 
tfaem; and Louifa, in the grave fociety of 
her aged parent, found more unqualified fa*- 
tisfadion in reflecting upon hti friend's hup* 
pinefsy than (he had done in being eye-wiU 
f^/tf to i/, and confirmed from expeneftce 
the juftnefs of the affertion, " that our owh 
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mind ooly affords the meafure of jcqr or. 
grief, in which we can fjrmpatfaife with a 
friend*.'* 

la Httle more than a fortnight Mrs* Blaml- 
ford unexpededly returned* ' : 

<• You exprels no furprife to iee me V (be 
laid to Louifa, who received her with fere* 
nityand fweetnefs, but aiked no queftions. 
The breaft muft be greatly at eafe, that 
is much alive to the unpulie of curi- 
oftty. 

^^ I hope no unpleafant event has (hort* 
cned your intended flay," was the anfwer. 

** The very contrary,*' (aid Mrs. Bland- 
ford, with a look fraught with meaning ; and 
after a moment's pauie^ ^' Lady Belfont has 
for fome time been in daily exportation of 
the return of her brother — *^ 

The feelings of Mils Rivedfdale were now 
indeed aroufed to a keennefs long unknown* 
The variations of her colour interpreted a 
filence which flie found it almoft impoffible 
^o break — 

^rs. Blandford haftened to relieve her 

• Sec Sndtb't Theory of Moral Sendment, Ardde 

SriiPATJIT* 



MlS» RiVEtlvSBALE. 40^ 

ctnotion, yet mth u cautibti, prompted^ by 
the fear of oveipowering her with the tidings 
Ihe came to impart. 

'^ We were all made happy yefterday by 
his fafe arrival;" flie continued, ** and I am 
deputed to call for our beloved Louifa's par- 
ticipation in our joy." _ 

*^ Thank you, -dear Mrs. Blandford, for 
making me a partaker in it," Ihe faintly ut- 
tered. ^^ Afluredly to hear of Mr. Stan- 
viile's happinefs, has long b<ien a part of my 
daily petition to Heaven — tell him—" 

** He lays claim to the greetings of friend- 
fliip from your own lips, Louifa; he requefts 
admittance to. pour forth his thanks for the 
unequivocal teftimony of efteem and regard 
evinced by your letters — *' 

** Not juft yet ! dear Mrs. Blandford — 
not ju.ft yet," fcarcc able to articulate, and 
the tremor increafing to an alarming degree. 

" Compofe yourfelf, my lovel" holding 
her falts to her, ** compofe yourfelf; you 
(hall take your own time." 

*'* I am very much afhamed of my iveak- 
nefs," Mifs Rivcrfdale faid, as (lie reco- 
vered. " I did hope I had conquered all 
danger of emotions fuch as thefe, but I find 

VOL. III. T 
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my fpirits ftill unequal to any furprife ; and 
affuredly until I can acquire a more effeftual 
control over them, you will agree with me 
that it would be highly improper I fliould 
fee Mr. Stanville.'* 

*^ Your firmnefs will be ihaken whenever 
an interview does take places Mr. Stanville 
cannot be expefted to be wholly free from 
emotion himfelf — " 

" Mn Stanville's fentiments," interrupted 
Louifa, " have of neceffity undei^onc a 
change fo great fince we parted! — his 
aflPedicns muft now hold a courfe fo dif- 
ferent !-.'• 

" I (hould apprehend, that a heart once 
devoted to Louifa would not be very likely 
to admit a fuperiour claim — " 

** My dear friend }** again interrupted 
Mifs Riverfdale, " do not recal vifionaiy 
diftinftions, imbibed, imperceptibly per- 
haps, from Lady Frances Ruthen's flighty 
maxims. The fober tints of forrow, fucb as 
mine, reftore objefts to their true light. I 
have feen the fallacy of thofe difcriminations, 
by which my too highly wrought fancy had 
lulled my better reafon into dreams of hap- 
pincfs that never can be realifed— confidential 
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friendly intercourfe with a married man, who 
has both experienced and infpired fentiments 
of a different nature, could only be in- 
dulged—even allowing that it might prefcrve 
its purity — could only be indulged at the ex- 
penfe of violating all thofe decorums of which 
the world is entitled to enforce the regard.** 

" Do you im'agine, Louifa, that I (hould 
be the perfon to urge an intercourfe that 
might exp6fe your fair fame to obloquy ?— • 
Will you not truft Lady Belfont ? — Madame 
de Sainval ? — to decide upon the propriety 
of admitting Mr. Stanville to an inter- 
view? — " 

** And do you ?— do they ? — I am con- 
founded — ^and indeed I fear you all think 
more highly of me than I at this moment 
feel „o deferve — Yet ftill there is another 
perfon,'* hefitatingly, *' whofe opinion ought 
to take place of all. — Has^^ been informed ? 
• — Can (he approve ? — '* 

** Did not Mr. Stanville tell you long ago, 
Louifa ?" faid Mrs. Blandford, evading the 
qucftion, *^ that he (hould never acknow- 
ledge a jurifdidion in preference to yours ?-7-'* 

" Mr. Stanville fpoke fron:> his heart 
when he faid fo, Mrs. Blandford ^ but the 
X 2 



4W LETTERS OF 

dm he has fince coatraftcd muij: of neceflity 
^lace things in a light fo different. — " 

^* If I kpow Mr. Stanyille, nothing wUl 
-cTer interfere with the deference and refpeft 
iie lias vQwed to you, Louilk.". 

** Could I dilbelieve my eyes, I fl^uld fay 
it was Lady Frances Ruthen, and not Mrs. 
Bland/ord, who held, this language." - 

** Lady Frances Rutheo — Lady Belfont 
^r—Madame de Sainval — Mrs. Blandford — 
are all unanimous as to this points — '* 

" What may it mean;? — You muftfurely 
.be all right, and I am under fome delufion ! 
-—For pity's fake explain.!' 

^* Let us take a turn in the garden, Lou- 
ifa, the frcfti air will affift to compofe your 
(pirits; and there you will find Lady Riveif- 
dale, who will come to your aid if yctu fear 
to be milled by our fophiftications." 

" Alas ! Mrs. Blandford, my fear is^ that 
I rather wiflb to hear the * worfe made the 
better reafon;' for I flirink from an appeal 
to my mother." 

*^ And what if Lady Riverfds^le were 
againft you ?*' . . 

" Then indeed I muft fubmit blindfold." 
<* The devoted viftim of filial obedience 
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— doomed to happincfs fupreme/** with a^ 
fmile. » . 

** My dear Mrs. Blandford, do I dream ? 
I do not recognife you iti one word of thrs' 
extraordinary difcuffion ; is it t/ou who can 
fmile at principles fo painfully adhered to ? 
who can fport with feelings fo acute ? — '* 

** The return of Mr. Startville has elc* 
vated me above myfelf, Louifa; I know 
not \vhat 1 fay. — *^' 

And thus did this fenfible, judicious wo*' 
man, prolong and wind about the unfettled 
thoughts of Mife Riverfdale, till (be gra-. 
dually brought her fpirits to fomc degree of 
preparation for the important news (he 
brought ; which finally was, thM Mr. Statr- 
ville was returned, honourably liberated fro,m 
his unfortunate engagement, to devote his 
hfe to Louifa and happinefs. 

It may be eafily imagined, that, however 
gradual the communication, a heart fo fuf- 
ceptible as that of Mifs Riverfdale could not 
pafs from extreme depreffion to happinefs fo- 
unforefeen, without experiencing ftrong ef- 
feds from the fudden revulfion. 

She was indeed, for fonie days, fo difor- 
dcred, as to make it absolutely neceffary to 
T 3 
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jt&mn the irapatieiice of Mr. StaovlUe for 
the interview. 

The poignant fenfe of Sir Henry V death, 
liad feeoied to renew itfelf in this une^- 
peded profpeft of felicity. There was 
a contra^riety in her feelings, that incon- 
ceivably agitated and divided her mind. Be- 
fore — all was confonant ; the lofs of her bro- 
ther and of Stanville were blended together; 
her grief and her tears had been more divided 
between them than ihe was perhaps aware ol^ 
or at leaft than (he wifhed to inveftigate; 
and the eflfeAs of piety, refignation, and 
charity, in reftoring a degree of tranquillity 
to her mind, had fatisfied her of the re&i- 
tuac and propriety of her feelings. The 
prefent tranfition to profpeds of worldly fe- 
licity, ^wholly unconneftcd with the pbjeft 
to whofe memory (lie had perfuaded herfdf 
(he had facrificed them all, appeared like 
a facrilegious defertion of fraternal affec- 
tion 3 and it was fome time before the joint 
rhetoric of Mrs. Blandford and Lady Ri-- 
verfdale, could fatisfy her that (he might, 
without a dereliaion of what was due to her 
brother, give way to her tend^fnefe for 
Stanville. 

It now remains to acquit Mr. Stanville of 
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every imputation that migHt aitich to hh 
reappearance, under circumftahods Co dtffe- 
ifehi frorh thofe, which had feeWed uhavoid- 
ably impending over his acquiefcence ih tne 
rigid fentence pronounced by Mifs Rivcrf- 
dalc. 

' Upon his arrival in Languedoc, he was 
fcfufed admittance to Agathe, whofe letters 
had uniformly breathed impatience for His 
prefeiicfe, arid dependance upon him aloiie 
for reftoritig her to peace and Reputation. 
lie obtained an interview with the friendly 
coufin, who explained to him^ that^ how- 
ever fteady the affcftion of Agathe had con- 
tinued, his long abfence, and frequent de* 
kys, had at length giveft efficacy to the re* 
motiftrances of the confeffor, who held out 
the veil as the otily adequate atonement for 
her fault; which, fo far from being expiated 
by marriage with a heretic, would, on the 
contrary, he infilled, endanger the eternal 
falvation not only of her own foul, but of 
that of her child. 

It wilt be readily allowed, that, as flremi-. 
bufly as the diftates of honour had compelled 
Mr. Stanville^^to devote himfelf to Agathe, not 
T 4 
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«ven Mifs Riverfdale, with all her undevi- 
atiog ftridnefs of principle, ctnikJ have 
deemed it incumbent tjpon him to inter- 
fere, or contend againft the eflicacy of the 
mode now propofed, if adopted from con- 
viAion^ which Mademoifelle d'Autemai 
affured him was fo nearly efieftcd> th^ 
Agathe had herfelf written to him> to prevent 
his felting out till he ftiould hear from her 
again : this letter had miffed him by the 
read ; he contented himfelf therefore witb 
profefling earneft folicitude for her happinefs^ 
in a letter which he entruited to her couiin, 
auM^ which concluded with the afiurance of 
his entire devotion to her will. 

He bad immediately informed Mra» 
BJandford. aad Lady Belfont of the demur, 
but it was not imparted to Louifa: havuig 
been preceded by the news of Sic Henry's 
deaths which had fo engroffed and abforbed 
her faculties, that perhaps even^ Mr. Stan- 
vUle had loft fome of his hold upon her 
' n^ind, at that moment; and at all events, tq 
rack her with uncertainties, might have been 
' as' hazardous as cruel, in the precarious ftate 
in which (be then was. He was theiefore. 
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ftritiliyenjoined to^avoid the futjjeft, in tbc 
c^rr^fpandepce which had been ^ee4 upon ^ 
an4 to this he fekhfully adU^yed. . 

prhe flyftuations of Agatbe continued Jfer 
a::QQjnllder?ible time, during which he aw^ted 
feet pleafure .with fubpiiffive patience ; and 
wh«n the prieft at length txiumpJiantJy im- 
parted to him her dejterminatiqn in fiivour of 
thp. veil, Mr. Stanvjlle . laid cjaim to the 
qhildr Th^s involved a contention, which 
at length induced him to proceed to Rome, 
truftin^ to thejibe^rality of the pontiff who 

,tfien filled thq ch^ir, for thatjuftice whicb 
tiie prtgg prices of the inferiour clj^gy^ he 
thought, induct them" to withb<^. The 
ilkgality of the birtli, however, was the plea 
of a refufal, which admitted of no farther 
apf^al J and his difappointment was ex- 

- treme, to forego the happinefs he had pic* 
tured to himfelf for hi^ child,, in being edu- 
cated under the eye of his Louifa; her ten* 
dernefs he was certain would be extended ta 
this innocent offspring of an unguarded hour, 
whofe claims (he had already rated fo high. 

His return to England had followed fa 
quick upon his laft letter (for he had tra- 
velled night and day), that whilft Mrs. 
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Bkndford and Lady Belfont^ whole prdcraf- 
f inations bad "been continued even beyond the 
knowledge of the final deternlinationy be* 
caufe it did not add^ that the noviciate was 
aAually entered upon, which could alone 
preclude the polfibility of a change; whilft 
they were revolving the bed mean^ of pre- 
paring Louifa for this happy reverfe of prdf-^ 
peA, the arrival of Mn Stanville had brokenr 
in upon their deliberations ; and bis impetu- 
ofity was now fo uncontroHable^ that the 
only means by which they could avert his 
proceeding inftantly to throw him(elf at the 
feet of Mifs Riverfdale, was by Mrs. Bland* 
ford takit^ tipon herfeif the oflice of pavmg 
the way, as has been related. 

.She had reached the Hall before breakfaft^ 
tod had a conference with Lady Rivcrf* 
dale, in which the mode of proceeding had 
been fettled, whilft Louifa was gone upon 
her early avocations among the poor in the 
village. 

^ The recovery of Louifa was at length fully 
confirmed by the arrival of Stanville at the 
cottage, or rather by his appearance there, 
for his impatience had brought him to the 
Hall feveral days before it was deemedprudent 
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to-cjxpofe the obj^ft of hU adoratloii to Ae 
eflfefts of an interview^ wJbich the Editor 
(confcious of his deficiency IB thofe powers^ 
by which Mi(s lUverfdale has probably more 
than once interefted the reader in the fore--- 
..going p^es) does not attempt to defcribe. 
, Siaffice it to fay, that, to Mr. Stanville's 
tender perfuafions, and iincere^ participation 
iiV the lofs his Louifa mourned, (he owed 
her perfed reftoration to the full fenfe of the 
unqualified haj^inefs that ik>w court^ed her 
acceptance* 

A very few weeks confirmed a felicity, of 
which it would be vain to attempt to give aa 



To the readers who have taken a fufficient 
intereft in thefe letters, to wifii their authentic 
city to be verified, the Editor will briefly ftate 
in what manner, and with what view the ma* 
nufcript has been put into his hands. 

Upon receiving the intelligence of the 
death of Sir Henry Riverfdale, it appeared 
material to fecure the correfpondence between 
the After and brother from , falling into the 
hands of ftran^rs; and Lady Bfclfoot. ern- 
ployed Sir George Rutland to write to a 
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friend in Indra^ to pay particialar attenttoo 
to the letters being all returned, witHtl>e reft 
of Sir Henry^s effecks* 

Before they could reach England, MrSr 
Stanville was in a (ituation that more parti- 
cularly called for exemption from all unnecef- 
fary agitation; and Mr. Stanville was en- 
trufted to rellore theiti to her at a fafe op^< 
portunity. 

, As Louifa followed up her maternal duties? 
to their fulleft extent, there was equal caufe. 
to guard againft emotion, fuch as the very 
fight of thefe letters mufr have occafioned 
during the period of nutrition, as during, that 
of pregnancy; by thek means a length of 
time elapfed, and Mr. Stanville, whofe foli- 
citude for the happinefs of his lovely wife, 
did but increafe with the power of promoting 
it, determined, unlefs (he (hould particu^- 
larly exprefs a wiflv for it,. to fupprefs the 
packet altogether. 

With him, therefore, it remained, during, 
the few liappy years ia which it pleafed Pro- 
vidence to allow him a foretafle of }pys which 
are now afluredly permanent in. the eternaL 
regions, whither our thoughts mull follow 
thefe fuperiour Jbeings ; their meafure of 
eartlily felicity was foon filled ; and as no- 
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filing fo perfeA could be lafting, it ovght 
fcarcely to be deemed matter pf regret, tbat, 
after beanng Mr. Stantllle thre^ lovely 
pledges of afFeftion, Louifa was refcued'fjrbtn 
the viciflitudes infeparable from human na- 
ture, to the rich reward of her. virtues. The 
ferenky, tlie humble, confidence of her laft 
ir/>ments, her luminous conviAion of a cer- 
tain reunion, where change fhould be no 
more, all contributed tccomplete "the work * 
her letters had begiin, and infufed into the 
long doubting mind of Mr. Stanville a fenfe 
of piety, which gave the finiOiing ftroke to 
his exalted character; but he loll the benefit 
of her pure, perfuafive, unafFefted elo- 
quence, at the very moment of its utmoft 
importance, when it would have enforced the 
<3uty of refignatioh to the divine will ; and 
from the inftant in which ^le ceafcd to 
breathe, he died to every worldly <!)l>je<5V; 
not even his children could awaken his inte- 
reft: to his fitter he configned them, and ere 
the return of the anniverfary of Louifa's 
death, his fpirit' had fled to that reunion 
which now defies the power of fate. 

Lady Belfont has not deferted her charge, 
but with the avocations feetns to have im- 
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bibed all the feelings of a mother, ancl to find 
her chief confolatioa for the lo6 of the pa- 
rents, in devoting hetfelf unremittingly to 
thefef interefting relids of friends fo very 
dear. 

The letters, together with fome other va- 
, luable jmpers, were confided tp Mrs. Bland- 
ford, in the laft weeks of Mr. Stanvil*e*s 
life, and had probably never feen the light, 
but for the overthrow, fome years fince, of 
thofe facrcd afylums, ' which, though too 
frequently abufed by parental defpotifm, have 
cccafionally proved the refuge of piety and 
virtue. 

Thence was the unhappy Agathe, who had 
recovered peace from fincere repentance, and 
fome degree of happinefs from having been 
indulged 'by the good-natured prieft in the 
liberty to fuperintend the education of her 
little girl, who, under a feigned name, he 
had agreed to place in the fame convent — 
Thence was the unhappy Agathe, with her 
daughter, again thrown into a difturbed un- 
pitying world, where calamity was become 
too general for individual fufferings to be, 
confidered. Her relations either fled or 
butchered^ the haplefs wanderer had no reft- 
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ing place in her owa couotry, and fought an 
afylum here, without knowing how to difco- 
ver the mail upon wl»>m (he felt fhe had 
claims. 

It was a few months after the deceafe of 
Mr. Stanville, that chance threw thefe two 
haplefs beings into the way of Mrs. Bland- 
ford 5 of courfe they were foon refcued from 
a<5tual want. In canvailing the means to 
incrcafe their little ftore, it occurred to Mrs* 
Blandford, that the publication of a corre- 
. fpondence, fo uncommon as that of Mifs 
Riverfdale, might prove highly beneficial. 
The death of Lady Riverfdale, (hortly after 
that of her daughter, removed the only point 
of delicacy that might have militated againfl: 
the propriety of the thought. 

I have had the honour to be feleded by 
Mrs. Blandfprd, as an unemployed perfon, 
never reludant to make my Icifufe houra 
ufefiii* We ^eed upon the neceffity of 
difguiiing names and circumftances, in conii- 
deration of fdveral perfons, who have con- 
tributed to enliven the narrative, being ftill 
in exiftence. Much of family concerns has 
been fuppreffed, as tending more to lead to 
the difcovery of the parties, than -to improve 
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the intereft. No material circumftance has 
been added, but conneftion here and tiiere 
fupplicd, and perhaps a charafter thrown in, 
to increafe the novel-like appearance, in con- 
formity to the tafte of the day. 

It was the wifli of Mrs. BlarKjford to have 
fuppreffed a great part of Mr. Stanville's ftory 
relative to Agatlie, but Agathe herfelf refo- 
lutely refitted every fuggeftion of the kind, 
and Teemed to confider the hazard of being 
deteded, in this public acknowledgment of 
her errour, under the thin difguife of a mere 
change of names and places, as a fort t>£^ re- 
ligious expiation. ^-^ 

Mrs. Blandford was alfo flrenuoufly urgent 
for the erafure of many paflages (he deemed 
too flattering to herfelf; but here the Editor 
lias ventured to adhere obftinately to his own 
judgment, at the ri& even of incurring herdif- 
pleafure : be could not fubmit, by fuppreffing 
praife fo jnftly due, to rob the public of fo 
bright an example of female perfeftion. 

The few letters of Sir Henry that have 
been interfperfed, happened to be in the 
pofleflion of Lady Belfont, to whom they 
had been lent by Louifa. 

Should the public reception of thefe let- 
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ters ahfiver tfre friendly purpofe that has fug- 
gcfted the publication of them, the Editor 
• will, be overpaid for the anxious folicitudp 
with which. he has peiformed the tafk enjoined 
to him. 

Should partiality have rated their merft 
beyond what public opinion will fan<5tion, he 
will at leaft h^ve the confolation of meaning 
wcU. 
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ERRATA. 

VOL. I. 
Page i-S, line 9, for may rtzd iviil. 
Page 45, line 24, for effe^s read effe^, 
^age 92, line 3, {or bnrvaffs^ pu It rtis rtvtd hran?a^s ^fulttai*s. 
Page 147, line 10, for // read I. 
Page 170, line 23, for oohedrc^d looked,^ 
Page 360, lipe ao, for 15/* J^lyy of ,on ^L^hi^b read i^th 

of July ^ on nvhici. 

r 

ERRATA,- - 
VOL.11, 

Page 11, linfe 5, £ot Hans rt^di Frederkk. 

Page 137, line 7, for pourres xtdApourrex, 

Page 206, line 16, iox Balfarr^dABalfius, 

Page a8i, line 14/ for Sawva^ine rc^.d Sawvagerte, 

PagQ 299, line y, for /or read /ro/«. 

ERRATA. 

VOLJIL 
Page IX, liae 10, after " daughter^^ read in-la^w^ 
Page 48, line 14, for hitn read her. 
Page 72, line 2, ioxfoutiere read Tourrlere. 
Page 76, line i, for cadinereajd hadine. 
Page 115, line 21, for Miraude read Mirande. 
Page lai, line 18, for r^/V read r<7r. 
Page 158, line 17, before <*»/i;z^" infert the word otvn^ 
Page 183, line I2, for e'ven read f<i;^r. 
Page 203, line 23, for go read good^ 
Page 325, line 9, for cirliumkickjba'ws read drlicumktck" 
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